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" AN 
EXPOSITION 


UF THS 


Song of Solomon: __ 
called C ANTICLES- w—_ 


4 
Together with 


Profitable O BSE RVATIONS, - 
| colletted out of the (ame. 


E Pcruſed and publiſhed by W1ttian 
GOovcGe, Preacherof Gods Word in 
Black-Friers, London, 
Adts 8.13. How ſhould [vnderftand , except ſome man (ould 
gnide mee ? 


Re 


_ — — ———— . 


Lonvpo nx, 


Printed by Ion Bzaus dwellingin Alder 
gate ſtreerc and are there to be (olde, ; 
I6G1F, | 


a-r4 


> nun? . * 


- Sow 


SVETESZ INE CERTESEIESEE ES ED, 
TOTHE AVTHOROF THI) VW© 
The Publiſher thereof wilheth Grace imthizw = 
and Glory in the world to come}. 

R1icaT W ORSHIPEVLLI, 

Dat fs T pleaſed you as a teltimonie of 
yourloue, ro beltow theſe your 
labours on me written with your 
Y owne hand: they being mine by 
xy a free donation on yourpart, ([ 
#75 think I have power to doe with 
them whartl will. VVhercfore I haue been bold ro 
publith them; knowing that they are wel worth the 
publiſhing , and that thorough G:ds bleſſing they 
may bring much ſpiritual! comf, rt, and profirto 
Gods Church. Long continued cultomerequireth 
thatthey ſhould haue a Patron. What better Pa- 
tron can they hauethenthe true proper parent? 
who foreminencie of place canadde great coun- 
renancevntothem, and tor excellenciei in learning 
can maintainthem, For mine owne partl acknow- 
ledge my (elfe many waies much indebred vnto 
your W*” Inteſtimony of my duty and'tharktul. 
nefſe, I returne thatpublikely vatoyc on whch prt- 
uatly you werepleaſed to beſtow on mee. 


Towr 1/%*- tobe commanaed in the Lord. 
Black-Friers London, 
35. Ayrill 1615, WILLIAM GOVGE. 
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g's the Chriſtian Reader. 


KN _ + Great priniledge it is , that the 
<P | F, Lord bath committed vnto vs his Rom. 3: 1.8 
£ divine Oracles : but vnto thoſe, 
Gn to whom the tongue wherem they 
E == Were WrILLEN 15 ſtrange and vn- 
jnonind, or the myſieries themſelues obſcure and 
| bard to be underſtood, What 15 the benefit of that 
; /4uour, if the language be not mterpreted, andthe 
, myſteries opened? (hall not theſe Oracles be asthe , _ "WE 
, wards of a ſealed booke ? 1: x zeedfull that as 11, 11. 
the letter of the $ cripture bee mterpreted, ſo the 
, myſtery thereof unfolded. Euery booke of bolie 
, writ requireth a faithfull and learned interpre» 
\ter: bat ſome more then otber : among and aboue 
4 boſe ſore, this Song of Solomon : and that m 
17-g4rd of the excellency,and of the difficultre there- 
of. Two things commend the excellency of i : 
\Firf,the Author ; Secondly, the matter. The 
yproncupall MAncbor is the /ame that by inſpirati- 


3 on 


pRnnee 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
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.Tim.z.1s ON gaue the whole Scripture : the :mmediare 
\ King. 4.29, © £9-048 of 1t was 4 Kang, the moſt roi/e and lears 
zo, &c, wed King that ener was, The matter 13 concgy. 
\9eade this 17g ba blefled, 8 fweet coniur.Rion betweery 
z _ : Chriſt & his Church, oze of che moſi comfortas 
"2 ** ble myſteries of our Chriftian fatth. Two thmgs 
alfo argue the difficultie of tt, 1. The -very phraſe 
and ſtulegwhich being poeticall 15 the more obſcure. 
2. The mame Rhetoricall allegortes , and byper- 
bolicall metaphors which are bard to be wndey. 
c—y , food and rightly applied. The *t1tle of thu Books 
Selomons @ poruterb out all theſe points, 1 Plamely 1t is ſayd 


« Bern, pro | 
ſaiexcelienia 20 be Solomons. 2 «A Song 1s 4 kinde of Poes * 


hoc carmen 


merico Can;- lie, and Poeſtes are commonlyadorned with alle 


nt wa 1 gories and figures. 3 , For the * excellency of it, ut 


curis 4124" 25 termed 4 SONg of SONgs i. 4 Song that ſur- 
CU1 CAninur 

Rex Neyum paſſeth all other ſongs. * The Iexes (towhomrhe 
Kon. Oracles of God were firſt comminted ) rey- 


' Hier 1®P'** ned all the bookes of the Scripture holy : bur 


xw:in Ezcc 

joe te thircthe holy of holies : Thereby they rntimared | 
ſacerdotalis the excellencie of it, * They permitted none to read | 
= it alone till he were thirty yeere olde : whereby they 
annum imple. implied tbe difficultie of it, Is it fo difficult ? ſure-. 


uer r,Cantich 
canticorum fy j# needeth 4 learned mterpreter. Ir it ſo ex-' 


legere non 
permuitturur. cellent ? 


= FF SS wo S 5 T..#* 


oY 


Tothe Chriſtian E Reader. 


"elewe > Surely it deferneth the beſt paines of 


faithfull interpreter, Heerem therefore ( good 


Reade») thou art much behold;ng tothe learned 
Author of this booke, who bath taken ſo good pains 
1 expounding thi rare. Song, Such 15 the Au- 
thor, ſuch the worke , that neither father nor child 
need to bee aſhamed of one another. The «Author 
is a man of great place and note in the Common: 
wealth; bis humility will not ſuffer h1m to haue his 
name made known. T hough by prafeſſion be be net a 
Diuine; yer imknowledge of: lofi tongues 


wherem the Scriptures were written, and im un- 


* derſtanding of the myſteries contained in them, be 


is 4 very deep Ce profound Diuine,T he many lear- 
ned treatiſes which be bath made, ſome mm Hebrew, 
otherin Engliſh ; ſome heretofore publiſhed, other 
full lyng by bum, are emadence.s of more then I haue 
ſayd, «As for this preſent Treatiſe, I obſerue [ixe 
worthie ports 118 it to:commend it unto thee. 
1. A tree mterpretationof the Hebrew text, A 


4 | ſound expoſition of the ſenſe and meaning of the 


2 


' words, 3. A fit application of the Metaphors, and 


«llegories. 4. 4 fraitfull collefion of aoftrmnes, 
and obſernations, $. Perſpicuitte, 6. Breuztte, 


Theſe 


. _—_— 
-_ ——  —_ — 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, 


Hor. - breu s Theſe rw laft ſeld-me OP togerber ; for ſame, las | 
eſſe laboro boureng 10 be briefe, are obſcure ; other, labourmg 
CIS tobe per/prcuoms z are tedious : when t bey meete 
together they are admirable belpes to cunderſtan« | 
ding rnemor y,affettion and all, Thus I baue ſbewed | 
thee (Chriſtian Reader):bat th Song of Songs * 
is worthie to bee expounded; yea that neceſſarie 
it is, it ſhould bee expounded: that the Author of 
this works rs well able to performe Jo werghtie a 
worke ; and that he hath taken good pames m per: 
forming rt. Do thou -oſe bit pames for thine awne 
good. If thou aske me why I meddle jo farre ur it, | 
as topubliſh it, I anſwere, Forthy good; bad :t 
not been for me , thou haddeſt not ſeene ut : far it 
ſhould/jeem that the Author long ſince wrot it, and 
let it lie in bis fkudie, not minding topubalh it, T | 
bemne of late with him about other buſineſſe, eſpied 
it : andreadmg it deſired hum to publiſh tt: he ve. 
terlie denied me, I then mtreatea him to beſtowe 
k it on me; he gaue it me, Thus it was mine. Put 
ſhould 1 keepe ſuch a pear of jo good w/e to all 
that will vfs it , cloſe and ſecret to my [cl/e ? Then 
might I mſily be cenſured, as enuwous c/ rhy good, 
I enu1 it 30t : 1 would T could doe thee more good; 
thow 
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The Epiltle to the Reader. 


PORE ſhouldefi be jure to pertake thereof. g that, 


while 1 ſeeke £0 aworde the blame of Enui 5 [ may 
nut /ecme ambitious , know that in this whſole worke 
there 15 nothing of mine,but allts the Authors :wn. 
Hee hatb aljo by him, a the Expoſition cf the 
Prophelie of Holea;and other treati/es: [ bo peto 
prewatle with bim f 1 the publiſhing of them, when 
be ſhall jee the fruat of theſe his labours. The re: 
compence which I deſire 18, that thou hel pe both the 
Author of this booke , and the Publiſher thereof 
with thy prayers to God, 


Thine in the Lord, 
VVittliam Govee, 


AN ADVERTISMENT 
to the Reader. 


JJ Olomons Song 15 twice runne 0- 
I uer in this booke : firſt, the 
b ſcnſe is delivered , then ob- 
WY (eruations colle&ed from 
= ESD thence, 
Inexpounding the Text,the Author hath 
held himſelfe cloſe ro the Hebrewe. 

In diuiding the Chapters hee hath had 
more reſpec to the dependance of matter, 
then to common cuſtome,for which he hath 
the example oflearned men. 

In the latter part ofthis booke hee hath 
nor ſet downe the wholeentire Text, but on- 
ly ſo much as ſcrued to ſhew whence the ob- 
{cruations were gathered ; becaule they were 
atlarge ſer downeinthe former par: : If in 
reading the Ob/eruations thou be deſirous to 


lee 


TE Rd = "= W 


ht. 


ſecthewhole Text, turne to the ſame place 


* inthe 108, 


Reade the ſeuerall ſetions both of the 


| Expoſition and of the Obſeruations , (o as if 
; they were ioined together withour any in- 


' terruption of the Text: for ſometimes the 
beginning of one Setion dependeth ypon 
thelatterend of another. 

Therc is one generall point omitted tho- 
roughout the whole booke v:z. the ſetting 
downe of ſuch words,as were needfull ro be 


' added inthe Text for ſenſe fake and propri- 


ety of our tongue,in a differing letter; it can- 
not now be amended, I pray thee therefore 
morediligently markochem : blame not the 
Author; who, I am ſure, would haucſecne 
this and other faulcs redreſſed, if he had re- 
uiſed the ſheetes before they had palt che 
preſſe, 

Such faults as may ſeeme to hinder the 
ſenſe , are in the next following page {ct 
downe, 

a 2 Errata 


Erratd, 


Pr (line x1 read largesp 7 {21 theſe paths, p. g.hro friends 
y.17 1. 13. thee could, p. 204. 14 be removeth, p, 24 £ 21 
ty iP», F. 334.15 15mMy, p. 354.4 owne hurt, p 4:4 5 what 
foulry.-u cl tum? p 55 /. 14 lone:y, Chop. 18, ve/jen. bb. 
du din, p, 30, 25 i>iapt. 


AN 
EXPOSITION 


of the Song of Solomon, called 


CANTICLES. 


CHAP.I, 


Vzxs.! A Song of ſongs which is Solomons. 


or EO He Bookes of Solomon 
| | Gn ee the Iewcs compare not 
1.x > go oye vnfitly to the Temple 
1Xk 7 Ab which he built Where- 
|þ 'D S | ' of this ſong of ſongs,or 


© Fit -| moſt excellent ſong re- 
A [Vt af : | {embleth the holy of 

—_ <0 2} holies or the moſt zoly 
POCO 5 72) place: Being a declarat 
on of the bleſſed and tweet contunRtion berweene 
*Chriſt and his Church , andot the contract, and 
B cipute 


——_— ————— 


An Expoſition of Cuar., 1, 


eſpoulels made berweene them , whileſt the 
Church is now militant vpon earth. All which 
timeisas it werea bidding of the banes vnrill by 
his ſecond comming from heauen our {piriuail 
marriage with him {hall be folemn:zed and made 
V 


The Author Solomon, peaceable, for fo his name 
doth (ignifi-,a figure of Chrilt che Prince of peace, 
and the builder borh of chat earchly SanRaaric, 
and of chis heauenly frame, was no-doubr, whaifo- 
cucr otherwilc his fals might be, an elcct veſſeil of 
God. 1.Becaule all cheProphets (of which number 
he was one) are in the kingdome of heaucn Lake 
32. 28. forhowlocucr it pleaſed God fometimes 
ro tpeake by the wicked as hee did by Balaam, and 
to wring outof their monthe contrary to their 
heart, thatwhich might ſcrue for the glory of his 
name : yethe ncuer vicd the (eruice of any bur vel- 
ſels of cic&ion, to be the penmen of his Spirit. So 
the Apoſtle 2.Pet. 1.19.20. teileth vs , that thoſe 
which by divine inſpiration wrote the propheti- 
call Scriptures, were all of them holy men of God. 
2, Thehoiy Ghoſt doth alwaies ſpcake well of Se- 
lomen atter his death, and maketh in all places an 
honourable mention of his name, which it never 
doth of che reprobate. 3. His waiesare commen- 
ded , and Rebobearrs hath his worthy prailc for wal» 
king inthenr 2.Chron. | 1.17. 4. God, whoſe coun- 
ſeis are conſtant , loved him and cleped his name 
Tedidah beloued of the Lord.2.5am. | 2.24.25. 5. He 
himſclie is {aid againe tohauc loucd God: r. King: 


3+3- 


; | CuamT, Solomons Soup. 


1c 2. 3. Which beingtruc and vnteined (ocherwile the 
- Holy Ghoſt would neucr haue {poken of ic ) was 
yy impoſſible to belolt. And this very booke if ic 


il were written before his fall is an vadoubred arzu- 
le ment how ſincere, carncſt, and vehement his loue 
was, and what a feeling hce had of the loue of 
1c Chriſt.If atterhis fall, arguerh then moſt certain- 
c, Ilyalincere, andtruerepentance. 6. And /aſtly the 
Cc, booke of Eccleſtaſtes doth manitcſtly eyince it, 
x written when hee was olde, after hee had feene (0 
of muchandhad fo long cxperience of his owne va- 4 
cc  nNitiesandcorruptions. Therticle whereof, 4/*)/oule , —»=>» Ko. 
bo (an humble , and gricucd (oule) reconciled to the ve)5th 55 it 


(ou Would lay 


-s Church, trom whence hce was beforecaſt out for ,_.....-... 
id his offences : or, eA /owle /peakwe, and making con- wmerftonding 


ir fethon,oeChurch,ſheweth his repentance. 7 wn . 
. hk . X TUCHN iUDy 

Us The manner of writing is that which we call ac :uc. 

of. tiue,or repretentatiue.thatis wherein Perſons one- 


tg  Iyarebrought in {pcaking , the Author himſelfe 
xſ&> faying nothing:and the perſons here are Chriſt,the 
ti- Church,and ſometimes, bur very rarely,the friends 
84, ofchem both : Inall which che Church, burning 
79. — Witha defire of Chrilt longech, and is imparicne 
an C@illſhecbe toned vnro him, For hether tend all her 
jier Ppaſhons, exclamations, teſtifications of her loue, 
-n- commendations of her ipoute. Chriſt againe by 
al- Kkindegentlceand loving {peeches comforteth and 
m-  Cchccretti vp the Church with cerraine hope of that 
ne happic and blefled time : for hether tend all his 
He  commendacions of her pretent, and promile of fu- 
99; ure graces, cheaccepring of her vateined repen- 
FI B 2 cance, 


_ 


eAn Expoſition of CHAP, I. 
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rance, and the afſirance of purging, pruining, and 
making hcr more holy and fic for him, Till thee be 

taken vp vnto him without (pot or wrinckle, 
The Buokec hath ewo parts. Whereof the firft 
comprehenderh all that time thar Chriſt and ſhee 
are tricnds, belorc any falling our, in che four fi. ft 
Chapters. The Churrh longing eo bee toined to 
Chriſt. Chape.t, Acknouledging the benetits and 
comferts of life, pleaturc and all good things which 
he beſtoweth vpon her. Chapt.2., And laltly deli- 
ring to ſee Chriſt in his heauen!y g'ory. Chapt, 3. 
W hom Chriſt moſt ſweetly comtorteth, Chapt.4, 
The lecond parr, in the fourc /alt chapters, is a fal- 
ling our »f elicke two Jouers thorough the Chur- 
ches fay'r and vnkindnefle ro him. Bur this falling 
out is a renuing of their loue. In her by repentance 
Chapt. 5. in him by a gratious accepting ot her into 
his tauour againegas deerc as euer ſhce was before. 
Chapt. 6. \Whence arileth all thankefulneſſe from 
the Church and promile ro amend Chepr.7, vers 1. 
2.3.4. witha noblc demonſtration of tier zcale va- 
to him; teſtified by her longing, firſt for his owne 
comming inthe fleth. Chapt. 7. vers 5, to the end of 
the Chapter, Secondly for the drawing of others 
that as yet were ſtrangers and aliens from the com- 
mon wealth of 1ſrae{l rothe fellowſhip and partt- 
cipation of Chriſt,and for the whyule liracll of God 
(Iewes and Gentiles)ro be knit and toined togecher 
in one holy ſociety. Chapt. 8: And fo this lecond pare 
containceth three moſt cxcellent prophclics.One of 
the words incarnation, an other of thecaling ut rhe 
Gents, 


i Solomnns $ ng, 
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Gentiles, therthird of the conuerfion of the lewes 
and their acceſſoin the lift dares vato the Church 
of Chriſt. Butler vs now heare themſc|ues (peake, 
and with their owne words to viter their owne a& 
tections, 


CHvanrcyux; 
VeRs. 2, © let him kie mee with the hiſt of ts 
mouth , for th Loutes art x5 reilent bet- 
ter then Wine 


The Church (whoſe heart the Spirit of Chrift 
had before knit vnto him ) beginneth ro wooe lier 
loue : and crying out in 2 paſſion , Geltreth his en 
bracings: That ve would be preſent with heroine 
himſelfe vnto her, and remaine hers for ever. This 
vehement dc {ie,this ardency of aFeRtion ſhe ſhew- 
eth tobe moſtiuſt& iegloneble, and forrifieth the 
equity,the honeſty, the ne-eſlity , the fruit, and 
commodiy thereof gdiverſly and many waies, Firſt 
the excellency of this loue is wonderfull,abouc all 

the plealures and deiights of the world : eſpecially 
if it.come not lingle butaccompanied witha large 
ncfle and a bounty from him, that ir may be called 
Loues in the piurall, V/hac wine to pleaianttothe 
taſte ? 


Veun, 3}. Becauſe of the [mell of thy 200d ointmen; 
thy name i 1s an omtment powred foorth. 
Therefore the Vir 7115 loue thee, 


& «4 , 
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eAn Expoſh tion of CHAP, 
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VVhar ointracat (0 frazrant. 20 the ſmell ? Was 
that which (head vpon eAaurees head , tricked 
downe his beard , and wet the hemmes of his gar- 
ment ? orrthe coltly ointment,that Alablaſter boxec 
of pare Nard, the Spickenard which ſhee po vred 
vpon our Saviour Chriſt, char filled all che houſe 

with the (wectnefle of thelmeli ? Take w hich You 
wiil,and the beſt ointments els,they are not worthy 
to be nained , when thine ointmecnts, the toy of 
oladnefle wherewith God lath annoinced thee a- 
boue thy feilowes, and which thou powreft forth 
tothe comtorrof the world, & cheretrething of thy 
Saints thac haue any ſence, and (pirituall {me!], arc 
ra\ked of. I fpeake not of my loue as preſent with 
me when I enioy his ſweet (cite, and haue him in 
munearmes. No.Eyc hath neucr (cen, care hath ne- 
uer heard, heart cannot concciue the lweetnes of 
thoſedclights. Burl ſpeake of the veric remem- 
brance of kim, abſent and away. Thwit me nat 
here with any carnall loge , or loue to ſteale my 

} heart from God ; farre be char from my thoughts: 
[ meaac nothing but chat which 1s noly.chaſt,pure, 
maidenly, and virg'n-like, free as well trom bodily 
pollution. and vncleannc ſle ; ; as from (pirucuall for- 
nication againſt my fpoule. 


— — 
— 


Ven 5, 4. Draw me, after thee will we ranne_. Let 
the King bring mee into bus Prinze chan 
bers We will reoice and be olad m thee. We 

| wall record thy laues better then wine. They 


tal 


C HAP. TI, Solomons I: Nv. 
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ſhall record thew des inallrt obtnes ao lone thee 


They that will follow vaine vanities and forſik-s 
their owne mercy,lerthem docir, Bur I will dlcauc 
rorthiee. This comming, andeleaumg vato Chrilt, 
isI confcſle a divine works , the worke of God 
himletf,& ſteps beyond the rexch of man, which no 
huryene foore can ceread . no wit can clmbe varo 
or comprehend, vnlefle it be framed aad fathiane. 
from aboue, A worke winch of all ornery vve ecare * 
moſt vatoward co, of iuch diffticn ey hat wee mult 
be drawen, and haled, and violemly pulled our 01 
our ſelues, before wee car once (ortle about it, ha. 
Uing neither power , nor {0 wack 35 will vnto ic : 
for whar tinde I in my felfe to cege, and prouoke 
me thcreunto * Whortfocuer I haue within me, or 
withourme, fromthe top vatorhe tac, from the 
head vntothe heeles, t3an vtrer enemy , and doth 
oppole and eric lelfe againſt ic ; yer | defire tho- 
rough the working of his holy fpirir ( fore, en the 
detire and frft thought doth come from him, ) 
notonely ro walke in the pacheF, ( which notwith- 
ttanding O happy menthar fo doc , and low few 
there bee that tind the ſame) bur oh runnc in them 
wtth all my might and marne, witlt taith, hooc, pa- 
tience , and obedience to follo v thee + O ler my 
feerebe ſhod and made nimble for ro doe ir. Bur 
who(thinke you? )is the perſon whom thus [ louc, 
and am fo enamoured with 7 Yerely the King him+ 
(elfe our Soveraigne Lord, CHR15 Ttie God © 

olory, worthy to be loued ot all, abic to draw ai! 
B 4 nc 


Em 


An Expoſition of CHAP, 1. 


vnto his louc,and co make ail che gates, and doores 
oft our heart wo be let open to him. Wi nat may be 
the place wherher we runne {o fait, and would fo 
fainc hic-our {clues vnrto +? I 1s his owne privic 
chambers, his Church, ang houle hecre, and atcer 
this his keauenly tabernacles, where berrcr it 15t0 
be one howe: then 1a the Palaces of all other Kings 
athouland yeeres befide, The fruits and effects 
that come irom it, are acmirable, and dinine : joy 
mrkctoly Ghoſt, {piricua] lmirth and g gladnefle, 
For the hauing whereot wacre, or who is he(thew 
me the man, if hebea man and nora very beaſt) 
that would nor bid al che Lolity of the world adew, 
[tisaioy cannoywell bee hidden : it will thew ic 
lcife and fill our mouthes with the pravſes of his 
my ch Plames, hymanes, and {piricuall ſongs, 
allroo little , w9G too licrtle for hun. Newher will I 
(my leite alone ) rake plcaturc in this duty, Land 
minc, ail my friends and tollowers , wholocuer 
rey be that louechee, will vacctianci iy Pc crtorme 
the iarac: you prophane g act you faric away, The 
Draitcs of Gag Dettome not your mouthes, Thete 
prctious lewcls, {uch pcailcs are not for {wincs 
[10utcs. Sy huly,a worke bciongerh to | —_ men : 
[ts tor chem aliote hcarts are cleane , pure, ſan- 
Gihed, which wake inal incogriry ang inthe crinhl 
tcoulneticot ther wares, T nefe 0 our God Qoth call, 
their rongyues he fiacs and fi.cs, tobethe trumpet- 
ters of his giory; 
Thus , ard by thaic arguments { eweluc 
in aumbcr) the Church iueth forh, anpliticehy 
Y and 


CHap. 1. Solomons $ on. 


and enlaigeth the lumme of her moſt holy de- 
{ires, 


V zxS8 F [amblack, but comly, O dauphters of /e- 
ruſalem: Like to the Kedarenes that dwell 
in tents : but Iamalſo like to thoſe that 

dwellm the curtaines of *olomon, 


Now becauſe itis the property of crue loue to 
be deſirous thar orhers allo may haue a liking of 
the thing betoued, ſhee remouerh the lets and hin- 
drances that may keepe her friend and fellows( in 
Gods cletion members of the Charc h)trom come 
ming vnto C q«15 T, confefſing there is nothing 
outwardly in herto bee feene char can giue con- 
content or make her bee liked, bur inwardly. inthe 
hidden man ſheeisamiable and full of beauty : for 
this daughter of the King is-all glorious wirhin, 
foulc in her ſeife and black,euen coleblack,as black 
as any b;ack-more, or if any thing bee more black 
chen it, through liane, both originall and aftuall, 
that m; aketh her to.com ſhorr of the zlory of God, 
andto be [ubic@todeath and condemnation : bur 
through CyrrsT, and the righteouſneſle (hee 
hath in him, (hc is goodly and glorious as Solomons 
courtly traine, þ 


Vers, 6. Looke not mpon mee becauſe 1 am blackiſh, 
becaule the Sunne hath caſt his beames »p- 

on me, becauſe the ſonnes of my mother in + 
cenſed a2ainſt me, hane made mee a keeper 
- of 


—_— + - 
Ee.” _ 


WT, 


- 
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of other wine-yards : mine owne UBe-yar 4 
I haue not kept. 


_ — 


Three things indeed there bee which lay her 9- 
pen,though wathed,though inſtified, though (anc- 
tined through CHRIST, to ignomice and re- 

roach. All which notwicnſtanding ſhee is not to 
h deſpiſed, lince none of them, nor they all are a- 
bleco ob{cure rhe brightnes of Gods glory in her, 
firſt che remnants of (ynne char itil] cleaue vnro her, 
ard are {0 many foulec ſpors in her faire face : ma- 
king her blackith, though not cole black, Second- 
ly atfiictions, as it were the {chorching of the Sun. 
Laſtly her infirmitic, chat chorough che peeuith- 
neſſc of fome which beare the face of brerheren, 
nor able to endure wholſome dodrine, and the 
{weereyokeot IESVS CHRIST Ss, but making 
ftirresand dilcords in the Church, and teaching 
inſteed of Chrilts lores their owne fantaltes, and 
pleaſures, thee hath in weaknetle been driven to 
yeeld in many chings contrary co the duty and 
place whicl God hath ler herin, 


VERS.7. Shewe mee O thou whom my (oule (s- 
weth, where thow feedeſt, where thou 
makeſt flock to lie downe at noone: for 
why ſhould / bee 45 one that prtcheth her 
tents by the flocks of thy companions. 


Wherefore the ſaith ſhe will goc to the Arch- 
vitoppe,andchictc thcppard of hor (oulc, of kim 


ca 


- 


— 
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to leamc how to carry her felfe in the Church, 
which is ckc houle of the liuing God, to be ordered 31 
by thoſc Lawes onely that hee himſelfe the moſt 
wile houſe-holder hath j reicribed. Heereupon 
ſhe rurneth her ſpeech to Chriſt ecll'ng him, hee 
onely is her delghr, All his ordinances lhe accoun- 
ecth right in all chings, and thar ſhee hateth cucrie 
lying path. And therefore prayeth him to teach 
her where hee teederh with his Word and 
Sacraments, where at noone ga; hee maieth his 
ſheepe toreſt : for both feedihg > and reſting, who- 
ly and in all chings her deſire 1s ro be at his direRti- 
on. And cucnthen when others repaſt them(clucs 
and rake rheir meales, (hee can nor be in quiet vn- 
lefie ſhee bee with him. T hat fo ranging her (elfe 
among his other ſheepe ſhe may bee kept from ha- 
uing any thing to doe with ({trange ſhepheards, 
thatin name participate withCnr1sT, bur in 
truth are none of his. 


CHRIST. 

VeR5. $8, 7/ thow know not © thou faireſt amono 
_— vet thee out from going im the 
ſteppes of yonder flock, and feed thy kides 
aboue the tabernacles of thoſe (hephear ds. 


Tothis Chriſt maketh anſwere; firſt farisfying 
tcr demaund in that wherein ſhe was not fully be - 
forc enformed. Bidding her by any meancs to 
take heed of the worldly prophane and hereticAll 

cachcrs,and ſuch asare corrupted by them, that 

C2 thee 


— 
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ſhee rreadnox intheir lteps, bur to te. de her little 
ones,the faithful lockc,with rhe foode of heauen. 
ly doQtrine inall ſincerity and truth, lifting them 
vp,out,and trom abouc the world. 


V=x5.9. nts the Ir o0pt of horſes in the chariots of 
Pharaoh dot 1 liken thee, my fellow ſriend, 


By this occaſion they fall ro congratulate one 
vnto an other, che good things that are in them : 
CHazrsT heeprailcth his owne gifts beſtowed 
vpon the Church, inregard ofthe dignity of her 
perſon, by his word aftirming,andby the power of 
his ſpiric making her like to the harle of Pharaghs 
C harjor, biaue, ltately, and.couragious, cxcellene 
for all good ſeruiccs, 


V exs.10. Thy cheekes arecomlie, as with rewes of 
ſmall ſtones : thy neck 2s with collars. 


And in regard of the ornaments of the ſpirit, 
wherby hcr cheeks and neck,the principall ſeates of 
beauty,arc (ct forth with rewesot precious ſtones, 
gemmes,collars,and gorgiousthings, as horſes of 
thoſe countrics were wont to be, 


Vazzs.11. Borders of Gola wee will make wnto thee, 
with ſpecks of neate ſtluer. 


And not content therewith promiſeth that the 
Father Sonacand che holy Gboſt,the bleſſed and 
gl0- 


— pc 
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glorious T pfoity,will further bewritie, and ler her 
out withall rich graces aad ornaments of the (pi. 
ric, wich a continual! grouth of (anAtifhcation as ir 
were pure gold, bewtiticd with the lilucr ſpecks of 
4ncw encrealc of holineſſe, being niade more and 
more glorious bythe refleCtion of his giory, 


CuvRc un, 
V Erx8.12. Whileſi toe King & in bys cireute my pick» 
nad doth pine ſoorth is (well. 


The Church, rcloundeth the praiſes of her 
C+xnisr, forthe tweetand {ragrane odours that 
from him come downe vpog-ret by his Word, 
and the power of his {pir:t, thoſe holy things that 
make her {o {weete her (c|te, and to lpreade her 
ſweerneſle farre and ncerc to other : And thar c- 
ven now whileſt this Lord and King (itteth in the 
round globc of the higheſt and moſt glorious hea- 
uens,abſcne in the ficſh; how much more when 
CHR1sT which isherlite, (hall appeare and re- 
ucale htmuſclfe in glory? 


Vurs.! 3. My beloued u a5 4 bundle of mirrh unto 


me that lodgeth betweene my breffs. 


The cauſe of all is, Chriſts dwelling in her heart 
by faith , which maketh her both gracious, and 
{[weere asa noſcgay of mirrh in a weomans bo- 
ſome, 


C 2 V akss 
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Vexs. 14. My iseli-bel ovedia onto mee a 4 claſter 
of Cypres tn the vine-yar as of Hengedre, 


And as a cluftcr of Cypres full of berries within 
his whice flower.,when che lame is planted in fruit- 
fu;l eardens,fuch as Hengedic was, 


Cunrsr. 
Vuns.15. Behold thow art faire my fellow friend, be. 
hold thou art faire, thine ties are doues ewes, 


This mutual gratulation Chriſt (Mutreth vp 
with exclamations, ſerring forth her bewry. the 
bewty ſhe hath in him withour (pot, and glorious, 

$ allo her charity and douc-like Gmplicity char wall 
ne calt one cie vponany {uperſtitions 


Cnvaicu 
Vsnrs.16. Behold thou art faire my well-beioned: alſs 
deletFable : alſo our bed is preene. 


The Chucrh ſhutterch vp with commendations 
\ 3ruces, us the Of the bewry and amiableneſic of her lone, and the 
H-vcew »9:4 fruirtuInefle of their bed, begetting many children 
5, wc? Fii- neo God. 


als il 9 Corn 
rctainein the 


—_—_— CunrrsrandCnvacu both. 

ho Chin VERS.IT. The beames of our houſes are of Cedars,our 
$7 hgnibet walkes of brute trees. 

fare,P 231 41 
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They both conclude with commendations of 
the 
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the preciouſneſſe of their houſes,and of the walkes | 
wherein they vilite on onother, *thar is of Chriſts 
nadiration in her by che communton and felloy- 
ſhippe of the (pirit, 
& CH A P, [ bh 
CHRis T- 
Vrns.t. 7 a9 the roſe of «Sharon, the Lillie of the *S'arm 1 | 
valleys, (we WW -+. 
Pare ON ann; 


b*/ween Bu) 
226 He Church and her ſpouſe not fariſh. +9215, 
' th _— 
muru il] commending one of an 0 5:14 & :- +; 
ther, fall afrclh vnco ic. Hee com- *9 'r + 
mcndeth hiz owne (weete vertue, þ.. ,... " 
w hid h hce hath not for him (elte alone, bur DY His 79 000 ow rn in; 


4 Hh i fi, and 


ſpirir doth communicate to his Church. A. 


- 


om : yo 
Vsr3.2. As14 Lillie among thornes, ſo us my ſellowe, ;; 
m »' 1, , Jdh0Wr 


friend amou? the dau2hters, 


Whereby the ſame as farre excelleth all other 
companies and aſſemblies through the righteoul. 
nefſe and glory ſhe recetuerh from him as the Lil- 
lie doth the thornes: for a!l arc no better then 
thorncs take them as they arc,bur ſpeciilly tt rhey 
be compared with her. 

Vers 
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CHVRCn. 

VsR85.3. e543 aple-tree amont the trees of the fore 
reſt. ſo my wel-beloned aman? the Sonnes: 
wonder bu ſhadow I acfire that I may ſit : 
for ſweet u his fruit vato my pallet, , 


The Church againe praiſerh him for his Fruic- 
fulneſic,and the tweerneſle borh of his ſhade and 
fruits. Such and (6 great,as ſhe defirerh not onely 
to reſt vnder the ſhadowe ot his grace and righte- 
ovlnes,thereby to be kept trom the {ſcorching hear 
of the wrath of God ,the cuile of the Lawe, death, 
and condemnarion, being reconciled by him to 
his Father : bur to taſts ot the dainty fruits, the 
ku:neſlc of ioyes that are ar hisright hand. 


Vzr3.4. pebrought me mto the banqueting houſe, 


and his hanner oucr me was (0uc. 


Hereis the greardefire & longing expreit, which 
the hath tor Chrilt,cnlarged narration-wiſc, by rwo 
moſt t:ycere and notable fruits chat procced trom 
him vnco his Church. Firſt lite, fafery and dcliuz- 
rance fromall cuill ; chen plcafure, comfort, toy, 
peace of conicience, and the fruirion ofall good. 
The former the ſerteth forth , fir by the cfhci ne 
caule,his onely louc ſhed in her heart by rhe holy 
Ghoſt:wherby he kept her as faſt vnto himſclte,as 
Soldiers arc kept abuut the colours'of their Gene- 
rall,that nothing could pul her.from him.Sccond » | 
ly by theplace wher this was Cone,the banquecing 

houle 
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houlc of the congregation of his Saines, where all 
dainties and wnketing diſhes all plealures and de- 
lights were to be found in him, 


VeaS.j. Stay mee With theſe fligons, hold me vp 


with theſe apples,for 1 am ſick of loue. 


Thirdly,by her fainting for che defire of Chriſt. 
So lick ſhee was with (pirucuall love, Fourthly, by 
ker great defire,cxprefſed by turning hor ſpeech ro 
his ſeruanes that ſtood rounu about ihe Þ able, the 
miniſters of the Word to [tay and i;o!d her vp, and 
ro keep life within her, by an holy vſc of the Word 
and Sacraments, which arc as refr:ſhing apples, 
and as botcles of wine, out of the which wee fuck 


| the tweere promiſes of the Goſpel, 


VERS'S. Hisleft hand is onder my head, and his 
right hand doth embrace mee. 


Fifthly;by Chriſts doing a great deal more then 
we ſhould require: Even himſelfe as a kinde hu(- 
band will doc vnto his wife, taking her ia both his 
armes, and ſofalling with her into a ſiweer reſt and 
{lumber from the cares of this preſent world. 


' Vens,7, I adiureye ye? druthters of leruſalem, tarrie 


_— 


without with the roes. or with the h:ndes of 
the faeld. Sttrre not vp nor waken this loue 
vnillhe pleaſe. 


Sixthly, by adiuring all Chriſtians co abide in 
D their 


— 
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their place and ſtanding, that is to ſay in ſome ho- 
neſt and lawfull vocation, as Rachellchat looked to 
her fathers heards, and not eyther thorough idlc- 
neſſe,or diſorderly walking and following atcer fin- 
fall pleaſures ro grieue the tpirit, and ro giue 
Chriſt «auſe ,when they may have and hold him, 
to diltoint him(clt from them. And (© ſhe lines and 
breaths in him thorough that {weer and happy 
con:untion thee hath with her head. 


Vans $. 7t « the voice of my well-beloued. Brhold this 
ſame, hee commeth lepping vpn theſe moun- 
taines, SKippimg vpon theſe huls, 


Burthatis nor all.Shechus reſting inquier ſleep, 
and hee going inro the countrey to the pleaſanc 
ficlds to prepare and (etthings in arcadines, retur- 
ning 22aine heapeth vpon her fauours and plea- 
ſuresrhat cannot be expreſſed, which ſhee with a 
toyfull hcarc (erlerh her (elfe ro carertaiac, Firſt, 
hee ſpcaketh vnto her, {hee heareth his com forta- 


ble voice. Secondly hecommeth, ſhee (ceth him | 


comminga farre of. Thirdly ,hee 15 preſeatand ar 


hand, no hilles, nor hillocks, no offences, greator | 


{mal!,haynous (11nes or meancr imperfections are 
able ro ſtay his comming. 


Vens.9, My well-belowed is like 4 rot, or a young 
Hart.Behold this ſamegbe [tandeth behind 
our wall, looking forth of the windows, 


IP « 
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oY ſhewing himſelfe cheerefully thorou 2þ the 
grates. 


Hereupon ſhecrieth our for itoy,compareth him 
with thc hindes & yong roes for his [wittnes, with 
good!y flovriſhung trees for his lweerenefſe, ard 
the plcature of his countenance. Onely this is her 
gricte, that hce looketh buras it were through the 
grarcs.ſ{tindeth behinde the walls, and doth nor as 
ſhe would, communicate his preſence with her, 


VsRs.10, My well-beloued [pake and [aide mnto me, 
Ariſe my fellow friend, my faire one, and 
come thy way. 


Then thus prepared to heare aad to recceiuehim, 
he (pcaketh co her: heart: and powring torth a gol- 
den ſhower of kinde and gractous words, with (11- 
uer ſtreames of eloquence ( manifeſting his affefti- 
on ) inuiceth her to the fruition of choſe good and 
excellent rhingswhich by his Word and {pint hee 


| : Isrcady co beſtow vpon her, 


Vin 5-11, Forbehold the winter i paſt, the raine « 
ouer tt is 20ne. 


Drawing arguments from her preſene ſtare and 
condition compared with her former miſery thar 
was inthetime of her ignorance,whilſt the lay dcad 
in finne and treſpaſles, and was 2 (tranger trom the 


litc of God:al which time was as the winter (calon, 
D 2 fou le, 
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foule and tempeſtuous, full of ſtormes, of horror 
of minde,terror of conſcience, fearc of death and 
deſperation. 


VsR5S.'2. The flowers appearein the earth, the 
tzme of the chirping of brrds is come, and 
the worce of the Tartle #s heart in our 
land. 


Vars.12. The Figge-tree hath put forth her greeme 


0845 and the wines with the tender grape 
ome /erth a ſmell. ariſe wn fellow friend, 
my faire one and core thy way, 


Butthis now com inthe place of irs as the plea« 
ſant ſpring,all greene,frcſh,and flourithing. Such 
are the plealures that theentoyingot Chriſt doth 
bing. That done here moneth two maine obiedti- 
ons thar cucrmore troublc the Saints of God, and 
hold them as & were as14zcd, 


Vzx5s.14. Hy done that awelleſt in the cletts of the 
rocks, inthe fleety denne; ſhewe mee thy 
countenance, make mee to heare thy voice : 
for thy vorge is ſweet, and thy countenance 
comly. 


One,theconſcicnceof their own infrrmity and 
weakencſſe,which makerth chem itke lilly doues ro 
hide chemfeives in corners, in the ciitrs of the rock, 
vnder the prices of rc ſtaires,in lecrcr places, fly- 
ingthe fight of racn,and not to dare ro ſhew their 

faces, 
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faces. This hee remouerh with the conſideration 
of Gods ereraall election, and of his deepe and vn. 
ſearchable countels,a rocke of (trength to comfort 
her in her weakenefſe: a ſore ho!d and vnacee [a- 
ble denne, whereunto no cul! can approach, a forr 
impregnable,vaderthe which ſhe reſteth, and (ha!l 
rc{t{ate tor euer, And therevpen hee biddcth ke 
co rake heart of grace, tocome vneo him, to walke 
bctore him and to be vprigit rograſke with him,ro 
ma2kec him heare her vv'ce in Praiers and the prat- 
{vs of ber Gog. For that in Chriſt bc acceptcth her 
and is wel! pjcaſed with her, both her pcrt-in, and 
tholc [pirituall lactifices and fruits of her faich, 


Vers.15. 7ake vsthefoxes, the little foxes which 
ſpoile the wineyards, 2nd that whileſt our 
vineyards are bring 1? foorts the tenaer 
g7.40e; 


The othcrthiiug that croublcrh is the oppoſitt- 
on of wicked and 'vngodly mcn, not the cruc!l] ci- 
rancs of the werid onely, buc ta'tc teachers which 
nippcthe Church inthe cad, and arctheinſtru- 
ments ofSathans malice when it firſt beginnerth co 
pecpe,for then Sathan is cuer bultcſt ro teduce vs 
inthe firſt birth of Chriſt in our kcarrs, waiting ro 
killaad codeſtroy vs, Thele allo hee {aith kee will 
take order for, by ſending workemen into ht+ 
vineyard that ſball ſpare none, nor the lealt euill 
but by drawing forth the ſword 0 }f holy dilciplins 
ſhall cut off all cuill,and all meanes and occaſion of 

Dy eull 
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*By Scuered 
MmMyUNntainey 


hee mecane:h * 


Mount Gile- 
ad waich was 
ſcucred by 

the river lors 
dan trom-rhe 
reſt ot Iudea, 


2. Sam T.39) 


and was the 
beſt pl:-ce for 
ccourle ang for 


kuating, 


euill,which hecre exhorting he promileth, andi n 

romiling he exhortech his (cruants the miniſters 
ofthe Church nor to be (lack to doe, tha: lo ſhee 
may enioy perfect peace aad plcafureand all kinde 
of happincſie. 


Vzxs, 16. My welbeloned is mine,and 1 am his who 
feedeth among the Lilkes, 


Vpon a'l which ſtce concluceth : glorying 
firſt of her fellowſhip & communion with Chriltz 
who as a good ſhcphcard feedeth his with (atie- 
ty of plcalures and delights char arc at his righe 
hand for cucrmore. 


Vt Rs. 17. Till that day breath ani theſe ſhadowes 
flie away, retwrne, be like my welb eloned, 
to the roe or to the yong hart vpon the */c« 
wered mountames, 


And then wiſhing his gratious preſence that he 
would comequickely to her , and not depart one 
hentes bredth from her to the day of his laſt moſt 
bright appcarance, when we ſhall perteRly be re- 
cewed vnro the communion of Chriſt , and of all 
good things in him * that fo by his bleſled preſence 
and the aſliſtance of his Spirit, thee may paſſe tho- 
rough and ouercome all the mitts and ſhadowes of 
ſinne , ignoranceand affliftion that come in her 
way whi.elt ſhce isin this preſent wor!d. 


CHAD, 
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VsRs. I. In mybed anights 1 ſought him whom my 
ſoule loneth: ! [0u7ht how, but t round him 
not, 

V8sRsS.2z Therefore | aid, 1 will ;iſe now and 000 4- 
Lout the Citie by the ſireets, and by the 
high wates, 1 will ſecke him whom »y ſoule 
loweth.1 [eurht him,but [ found him not. 


jEconce more the Church expret- 
{ eth her afietion and longing af- 
cer Chriſt: the wonderful: deſire 


more paſſionate manner then Aer 
ſhe did before; thinking ſhec had loſt him, when 
moſt ſhe 1d enioyhim. 

By night and by day, vpon her bed and when 
ſhe was vp;zar homeand abroad, within 19 the Ci- 
tic by the ſtreets,,and by the lancs, wichour 1nthe 
fhelds;with her ſelfe alone in che lecrer meditation 
of kerhcart, and by conference with others. Firft, 
godly bretheren (1s ſhe met them 1n cuery corner) 
hcr fellows and familiar friends exerciſed in the like 
remprations. 


VsRS. 


— — __ - 


24 eAn Expoſition of 
VzR5.3 The watchmen vubich goe about the Citte 
feund mee. towuhem 1 ſaid, did ;ou [ce hins 
vohom my ſoule loweth, | 
Then the publique warchmen of the Citric, the | 
Lords remctabrancer,swhom he hath ict overrhy | 
wa'lcs O Ierufalem, that all the Gay, andallthe Þ 


night they might not be (iIcar of bim:cucry where 

and at al! timcs, viinga!:the means, from ti:c lows 

eſt corhc hight, ſhe ſeckerh Chirift,and can hcare 
, notidings of him, Thartis ſbec cannot tinde him 
| preſent 25 ſhe doth d:fire, and to her hearts liking 
& in hc owne ſenſe and apprehenſion, though in- 
4 dced hee bealwaics moſt preſenr with her. 


, 
Ly 
L 

4 


VuRs.4. /twvwas but 4 wohile ere I hail part from 
them tt vohen | found him v1hom my /oule 
lometh, I tooke hold of him,not to let him goe, 
till I ſhall hane brow" ht him into my mothers 
heaſe, and into the chamber of fer that con- | 
cerned me, 


p | Arthciaſt when ſhe [caſt lookerh for it,and hath 
paſled all the mcancs, that tlic excclicncy may bee 
trom God and not trom t;zem, ſhee fnderth her 
| "0 hearts ioy,him whom her (oulc loucth, Shce clal- 
| | peth him, and !ayech falt holde vpon him, with 
Þ purpole notto let him goe till face have brought | 
| him iaro her mothers houſe ( live an honeſt and 
| ſhamctaſt maidenthat wili doe nothing in {och c2- 
ſes without her mothers privitic ) chars, till the 
happy time that the who!lc Catholick Church 

thall 
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ſal! grow vp in one body,to bee preſented as apure 
virgin,glorions vato Chrik, F p 


Vern. 5. 1 adiartyou,ye danghters of Teruſalem,t ar- 
ry without with the roes,or with the hindes 
of the field. Stirre not vp nor waken this 
loxe u#till he pleaſe. 

V zn5.6 Whois ſoee that ſhould come vp ont of the wil- 
derneſſe as it were becenſed with [moke that 
is raiſed vpzbecenſed with mirrb and incenſe 
better then all Apotheraries poulder. 


And now reſting in his armes , ſheedefirerh to re- 
maine there ſo long as he ſhall pleale, that isto lay 
for euer* 

Buc chen vpon the view and muſter of his graces, 
ſhe corres herdulaeſic,and rapt with admiration, 
O, ſaith thee, what doe I mcane ? Am I fo foolifh 
torye Chrift vnto my flecue, co wiſhthat he might 
abide here with me in the wildernes of this world, 
which is ſo crooked and empty of all goodaeſle ? 
Should notI my ſelfe rather ( though I know the 
wicked world lookes after no ſuch marter) labour 
to be taken vp from hence by faich into his home 
and dwelling place, and vnto his ſpiricual marriage 
bed, the heauenly glorie of Gods Kingdome, and 
lerufalem that is abone. For the ſweetneſle of ir 
moſt fragrant and rm—ns as dll —_ 

w 
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wich mirrh and incenſe of holine fle,glorie, immor- 
rallity, better then the beſt perfumes, 


V nz x5.7 Behold his bed is better then Solomons ,which 
threeſcore ſirong men ſtand about ,of the vals- 
ant men of |ſracll. 

Vauns.3 All of them dravving ſovord, expert in 

vuarre,each hath his ſovord by his [ide for 
feare anightes. 


For the ſafety, price, preciouſneſſe of matter, 
and worke that exceeds the matter, farre beyond 
Solomons wedding bed, though i were moſt curi- 
ous : for there indeed ſtood a continuall gard of 
threeſcore valiant men, with their [words by their 
ſides to keepe the chamber doore for feare of dan- 


ger in the yighe- But he hath a thoufand thouſand | 
ſanding before him; yea ten chouland chouland | 


miniftringvntohim; Thrones, Dominions, prin- 
cipallities, powers, other manner of perſons in 
ſtrengrh and valure. 


Vuns.9 Fetter I ſay then the bed which King Sols-' 

mon made himsof the trees of Lebanon. 

V :n5.10. Whoſe pillars be made of /iluer, the bedde- 
fteed therof of gold, ghe couerler theredf of 
parple. The middeſt of it paned with lowe, 
by the daughters of 1 eruſalem. 


True itis,that bedde was made for a King, but 
this for theking of Kings, and Lord of Lords: the 
frame 


[I 
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frame there was of Cedars of Lebanon. the pillars 
ſiluer,the bedſteed gold,the couerlers purple. Bur 

heer the very ſtreers,the marker place is all of pure 
& beaten gold,ſhining as cleerchriftall. Where of 
ſhall we thinke (by that reckoning) chat the bedde 

and furniture thereof is made. There the middeſt 

was paucd moſt lonely with needle-worke, 

hcerethe ornaments and hangings are the ſhining 

glory of God and the Lambe, that the daugh- 

ters of Ieruſalem did work; this the Father of hea- 

ven. T husdoth the place where wee ſhall cnioy 

Chriſt excell- 


VERS. 11, Goe forth and lookeye daughters of Sion, 
wpon King Solomon, with the Crowne, 
wherewith hu —_ crowned him in 
the day of his eſpouſais, and in the day of 
gladneſſe of hu heart, 


Bur if you compare perſon with perſon, ones 
ioy with the others triumphes, your owne cies will 
ell you when Solomon was at the higheſt, how inft- 
nitely he did come ſhort. Solomen indeed had a 
Crowne that royally ſet him forth, bur Chrift 
hach many Crownesand diadems ypon his head; 
Solomon in his excellency and the crowne of his 
glory was a (pecacle worthy to bee looked vpon 
and admired, but Chriſt to be worthipped, honou- 
red, andadored, nog of the maidens of leruſalem 
onely,bur of the whole hoaſt of heauen; Solomons 


heart leapt for ioy the day thht he was gs: 
E 2 ut 
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but Chriſt is anointed with che oyle of gladneſle a- 
bouc his fellows, with a heape and variety of gifts 


and graces, more then all men or Angels, $9 tarre 
is hero be preferred. 


CHAP.IILHTL. 


CHRIST» 


Vern 5: 1. Behold thou art faire my fellow friend, be- 
hold thow art faire: thine cies are dowes 
eies from bet weene thy locks: thy haire is 
like a flocke of Goates, which rare pou 
mount Guead. 


erg gHR15ST herecomforteth the Church 
| EDA againſt that anxiety of minde, which 
1 þ 4 5 ; *appearedin the former Chapt. ſhews 


ing how gracious ſhe ts vato him,how 


YO It 


* beautifull in his eics: not for any bo- 
dily, but for her ſpiritual! _ hether you 


conlider her wholy and encircly, being all taire, or 
her members and lincaments one by one: cies, 
haire and locks,tcerth, lippes,temples, her neck and 
both her breaſts;all in chat comlineſſe.10d propar- 
tion,as is fit both for the dilcharge ofthe great du- 
ty of the miniſtery ,and the common duty of chri- 

ſtianiry 
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RKianity. Her cies firſt, how chaſt they are? how 


ſimple? how douclike? if you conſider eyrher the 
faithfull Miniſters , the etes and lights of the 
Chucch, whoſe care is to preſent vs chaſtand pure 
virgins vnto Chriſt, or the cie of tudgement in e- 
ucry Chriſtian, which makerh the whole body 

ligatſome,and kcepeth them (ingle and (incere in 

all things. Againe how comely they are within 

her locks, ſeemelily curned yp : for ſuch is both 

the Churches decency,reiefting all toyith ceremo- 
nies,and the grauc and ſobcr cariage of eucry Chri- 
ſtian. And this haire ſo goodly ſhining ſmooth, as of 
fat Goates that feede in fruictull paſtures; thele ce. 
remonics,this carriage ordecly,ſober,decent,bring 
that reucrence to a Chriſtian, that comlineſle ro a 
Church,as make them both gracious. 


Vsrs.2. Thyteeth avelite aflock of enen ſhorn ſheep, 
that come vp from the waſhing, which all of 
them doc bring for th twinnes, and there ;; 
not a miSearrying one 4mng them. 

Vens.3. The lips are like athreed of skarlet and thy 
talke is comely : thy temples within try locks 
are as a peece of pomegranet. 

VesRrs. 4. Thy neck ts as the towre of Dans, 5::1!t for 
armortts: 4 thox/and targets 0au9 therein, 
all (biel s of mighty men. 

Vzns.5 Thytwobreſtsare 4s two young hinves, the 
twins of a roe which ſeede among lilies. 


Goe vnto herrecth, they are cquall, ſhining, 
EL 2 dou. 
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dowblerewed, whereby ſhe cheweth the meate of 
heauenly dodrine, bothfor her (clfe aud others, 
The Law of grace is in her skarler lippes, ſpeaking 
things comely and for edification. Temples like a 
roſe toſeero,& of the hew of a Pomegraner, ben- 
ding beyond the haire. So naturall is her bewty, 
and her face her owne : for what necdeth ſhee the 
dyings or colourings of worldly glory to (er forth 
her ſpiricuall bewty? or of hamane wiſdome to a- 
dorne the ſimplicity of the Goſpell? Is her face 
onely and the parts thereof worthy to bee com. 
mended? doc notthe reſt as well excell ? her neck 
of holy diſcipline,and gouerment to aflift the mini- 
ſtery of the Word, and that complear armour of 
proofe which euery chriftian hghreth with, hol- 
deth her vp and keeperh her teddy, more ſtrong 
chenall the weapons of any tower or armourrie 
can doe, Laſtly her papyes plumpe, round, faire, 
are 'full of all good nouriſhment of the ſincere 
milke ofthe word of God, that flowes as from a 
ſtreame out of both her breſts of chat oide andthe 


new Teſtament. 


V=R5.6. Till that dey breath,and theſe ſhadows flie 4- 
way,1 will get mee unto the Mountaine of 


Mirrh, and to the hill of frankinſenſe. 


This deſcription done,and made an end of, now 
to ſariſhe herrequeſt he promilerch rhat notwith- 
ſtanding till the mariage daic doe come, when 


the miſtes of finae, ignorance, and afliftion that 
are 


_ uy 
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are caſt in this world before the cies of che Church 
ſhall fleere away,he muſt keepe his reſidence and 
aboade in Icruſalem that is above, where are his 
friends, who performe vnto him dutics fyceter 
chea mirrh and frankinſence, | 


Vunsn7 Thou _ my fellow fr iend, and not 
4 /þot in thee, 

Vuns. 3. Writh mefrom Lebanon, my houſe with 

me from Lebanon (halt thow come, thou 

ſhalt looke down i the top of Amana, 

from the top of Shenir, and Hermon, from 

the dennes of Lyons, from the mount aines 


of Leopards. 


Yet he will ever be preſent with his Church by his 
Word and the power of his ſpirit, ſanRifyingand 


' cleanſing che ſame, vntill being all faire withour a- 


ny [pot or wrinckle in her.and {o firred and made 
rcady for the wedding day, he do receive her as his 
ſpouſe, (thar is to ſay a wife ioyned and married to 
her husband, foro he is bould now to call her, in 
regard of that prefixed time) into cuerlaſting life, 
and crowne her with glory and immortality. Ar 
what time he faith he will redeeme her (wholy and 
every part, ſo as not one whom the Father hatch 
giuen vnto Chriſt ſhall periſh) from the moſt re- 
mote places and borders of the Land, and out of 
the clawes of Lyons and Leopards, her moſt cru- 
cl], fierce, barbarougand ſauage enemies. 


Vuzus. 
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Y zK5.9, Thou haft rawſhed my heart wy Siſter 
Spouſe. T hou taft pars qo wy heart, with 
one of thine eyes , with one chaine of thy 
weeke, 7 


The remembrance of this day, and of the per- 
fe&tion the now hath in his iydgement & eſtimari- 
on of her,and rchen fhal ataally haue by his benefie 
beſtowed vpon her, maketh him to cry out in the 
paſſion and vehemency of his loue, calling her 
Siſter, as being of one nature, alſo his married 
{pouſe,profefling ſhee hath rauiſhed his heart wich 
the bewry of her lookes, with the ornaments of 
her graces, that are as chaines abour her neck, yea 
with one looke of faith, wich that one grace of his 
lanRifying ſpirit in her: 


V zxs.10. How faire are thy lones , my ſiſter houſe? 
how good are thy lowes? better pad yr 


and the ſmell of thine eintements better 
then all ſpices. 


Amplifying with exclamations the exccllency of 
her loue becter then wine,and the ſweere ſauour of 
her ointements (the annointing of his ſpirit, ſea- 
ling her vp to the day of redemption )betcer in 
ſenieand feeling, then all ſpices. 


Vsas.11., Thy bps yy ou e, drop the hony-combe, 
Hony and milke are onder thy tongue, and 
(+: 
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the ſmell oily garments is as the ſmell of 


Thos having declared the feruency of his !oue 
vnto her, hee doth by many figures and formes of 
lpecch, expreſſethe ſweeteneſe and the orna- 
ments of her faith and of the truits thar proceed 
from it. Thy lippes(laith hee)borh of them that 
is, in che publique miniſtery , in priuace ſpeech 
droppe the hony and the hony-combe,lweere and 
hcauecnly leſſons and infruttions, comforts and 
conlolations, Our of thy rongue that milke of 
the Word is ready tocome torth : thy (mell is 0do- 
rifcrous, thine outward carriage and behautoor 
fycete amiable,and (all of grace, 


Vtns.12. eA tardaine encloſed my [iter houſe 
jþ ing ſhut, a fountame rd cody fe 


Thou kcepeſt thy felfe moſt chaſt vnto me, and 
thy fruits Ovatand entire as a gardaiue cole, as 
a (pring ſhut vp, asa founcaine iralcd : for inthee 
15 the ccſtern of thar wholſem 7nd tauing doctrine, 
whereby the partsof the field , or gardaine of my 
Church,the beddes and pl antes. (particular con- 
gregations ) are all warred, and which no ftran» 
2cr can have acceſſe vnto : for none cnereth chi- 
ther butinand thorough me, 


Vzns.13, Thy plantiare as of an orchard of pome- 
| granets, with fruit of precions things: 45 
F Cypres 
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Cypres with Spicknard, 
Vt x 5$.14, Spicknard and Safrow, ſweete Canes and 
Cinamon, with all trecs of Frankinſence, 


mirrh, and Samtales, with alithe chiefe | 


ſpices, 


Toconclude thy plants (meaning the fruits of 


faith) are moſt precious,as an orchard ſtored with 
all precious and delicate fruits. 


CHVRCH. 
V eR5S.L 5. O fountaine of the gardains, O Well of li- 
wing waters, and flowing more thin the 
waters of Lebanon. 


The Church ioying in her ſpouſes thus graci- 
ous accepting of her, doch fiſt modeſtly acrribure 
all ſhe hath ro him. Docſt thou call me a tpring and 
fountaine? giucſt chou merthe name of a gardaine? 
Vouchfſafeſt thou mce luch honour that my fruits 
ſhould bee cſtcemed, as (weete ſpices ? O but how 
locuer | may inlome fort dilperle vato mine the 
waters of lite,yer thou in truth artthe onely foun- 
taine from whole tulneſſe we all receive, I water, 
but from thee, thou art the oncly well of liuing 
water,ourt of the which I doe drawe; chou art che 
wind and comfortable ayre that purgeſt thy 2ar- 
daine,makcft ſea{>nable times, raine and faire wea- 
ther, as is moſt commodious and bc for the ma- 
nurance of it. I, whatlocucr | hage, meatedrinke, 
or any thing elle, it isall of the gift of thy hand; my 

life 


=” 


CHA p 4 Solomons Song. 


life and (aving health T have,and hold from thee. 

\ 

* Vars.16 eAwakeO North andcom © Soath breath 

; vpen my cardatne. Let thoſe waters ourr 
flow the ſpices of it. Let my well-beloned 
come onto hus gar dane, and cate bus dainty 


fruits, 


| Wherefore, ſaith ſhe, deny not theſe two things 
{ vnto me, blefle me yer more with all (piritvall bleſ- 
* ſings: Letchy windes blow vpon my gardaine,and 
| chole living waters overflow my beddes and (þi- 
| ces. Secondly,comeand dwell with me, feaſt and 
' make merry inthe middeſt of my foule and con- 
| ſcicnce : for encn heere atlo (as well 25 in Hcaucn) 


' thou haſt, as thou ſayeſt,a gardarne? 


| CHEST. 
VxsRS-17. 1 emcom into my 1ardain, myſiſter ſpouſe, 
I pether my mirrh with my ſpice, [ cate 


m1 hony-combe with my hony, | drinkewy 

| wine with wy mult. Eate fellow friends, 

| drinke, and bee dronke © yee my well- 
beloued. 


O no, ſaith hee, you know not what you #uke; 

| chat were nothing pood for you, and hurrfultro 

many other : for yer til the marriage day doe com, 

; my place isro bein heaven with the infinite ehou- 

lands of holy Angels and ſpirits of the righteous 

that are deceascd : wherel inthem,and they in me 
F 2 


= Expoſition of Cuar.'s5 


cake incomparable pleaſure & delight; and where | 


I welcome and encerrainc molt louingly with all 


dainties and delightfalneſle, the farthtull ſooles 


whom 1 dayly take out of thiscranſiory world, in- 
eoeucrclaſtiagglory, 


oo ——_— 
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Vs &5. 1. 1 being «{iccpe, but my heart awake, heard 
the voice of my wellheloned. boun/ins PII) | 


to mee, wy [iter ny ſellaw friend, my Joue, 
my wndefiled one,ror my heal i filed with 
acewe, my lacks with the droppes f the 
ni2ht, | 


REY E come now to the ſecond part of 
| E hisbooke, which 1s the failing our 
/ B28 beeween-Chrilt & his Church. The 
"8 VIE fault whereot is hrſtofal laid where 
Ser i was, in the Churches vakindncs 


4 cohim,whichſbe her (elite ſtickr;hrnortoacknow- 


ledge that it grew from her ownedrowlinefle and 
carnal| (ccarity : Alrhough thus farreto bee excu- 


ſed, thatic was thorough weakenefſe and humane | 


frailery, againlt her owne heart and liking; not 
with chat full lwing of finne that the wicked giue 


thc mM- 
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e-emlelues fcopero runne into, nor with all her 
heartand (oule, The ſpirit being alwaies rcady to 
doe his part, chough che fl:ſhe were weake, Her 
faich was ſmothered, it was not put out: yet this 
one liane( as the nature of ſuch :chings is)/ went 
nor alone, it was accompanicd with a multitude 
of other ftnnes rreiefting himlo-ſcornefullp, who 
with his owne ſacred vcice ipake vato her co arilc 
from the ſteepe of finne,and roawake vnro righte- 
ouſneſſe,and yet cou'd not preuaite. What might 
be done that hee did nor to reclaime, and bring 
herhome? For the manner of his comming, it was 
not only knocking, but boan/tng ac the dore of her 
hearr by the mimitery of his VWord, vehemently, 
crneſtl;,Amerce then once. T he thing he did defire 
Enallin ic ſelf, fo calie for her cograunt, is nothing 
could bee more : onely ro openand to lerhim in, 
He ſpake fo kind ly, ſo-louinoly, in luch a gentle 
and fo earne(ta manner, as might haue moucd a 
hearr of fline;g.ue her fuch awd lo many, fo [weers 
and (o honourabletitles all with one breath, my 
fiſter, my friend, my dove, mine vndefiled one, be - 
ſtowed ſbchcare and diligence to compaſle his fe- 
fires,as if it were his own 200d taac he ought, and 
not hers. Hee (braring ail the infirmities of »ur 
nacure,and the inconucnicnces of this fe, compa- 
redtothe night in regard of the lite ro come) re- 
fuſed to fon, nd no perill,nor wearuomenetle, 
or incommodity of weather, no toiie or troub!'e 
for her ſake; to goe by day or by.nighe, carly in che 


morning, or late inthe evening, in-faire vr toule 
| 'F3 weather, 
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weather,in the dewcand in the rainc, his head and 
his haire,his skull and his locks, all beeſprinckled 
and wet;zthat what hearr(nort made ot ſtoae)could 
be1o vakiadertoler him ſtand withour,i che raine 
| if and in the dangers,and haza:ds of the nigh? 


VERS.: Towhom I anſwered, 1 haue put off my 
coate, bow (hould I put it on? I haue wa- 
| fhed my feete how ſhould | foule them? 

' 


Yerforall that, enery vaine pretence, every fond 


if and friuolous excuſe,was cnough ro keep her from 
admitting Chriſt, and from opening the dore vn- 
” to him; that dore of her heart whereby through a 
vl eroe and lively taith, C hriſt doth make an cnrrance 
| - and is receiued, and morc and more fruitfully ap- 

| 


pled vncovs. A manifeſt argumcne whar ſmall 

un account ſh-e made of him, and how little ſhee fer 
. by the incſtimable good chac he cameto bring vn- 
'Y to her: preferring a lutle caſe and daincines, before 

| the pleaſures thararc ia him. Skee chought it (tor 
{oorh) a matrer of no {mall adoe ro pur 01 her 
coate againe,and rite when once fhe was abed, for 
feare of cacching cold : the was loath ro touch the 
ground with ber feet now they wer waſlic, icſt ſhe 
ſhould beray thera, thar is to (ay, the was loath to 
gigs exre to cuery call of Chriſt, for fearc of dilqui- 
ering her (elfegof drawing vpon her dangers,crou. 
b'cs. teares and iGues tf thee thauld tolloy him in 
all enings: 25 it thete vr ten thouſand greater Lil- 
commoJQities thenthele counbd any way conurcr- 
pcize, 
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peize,or lie in the ballance with the infinite bleſ- 


{ings we have by Chrift. O fleſh and blood how 
wile art thou to finde out a reaſon vnt-» thine 
owne heart*and co have ſome blinde excuſe or 0- 
ther for that thou wouldeft fatne doe? 


Vs ns.3 Hy welveloned let downe his hand from the 
key-hole wohen a5 my bowels carnin? within 
mee, 

Vans.4 I roſe to open to ny well-beloued, and my 
bends dropped Mirrh, and my fingers ſoft 
Mirrh im the handles of the lock. 


Bur the end and effe&t heercot was fearefull 
Chrif ſorepulſed went his wate : fo ſhee loſt her 
loue and could no more hnde him : and then all 
too late her heart began ro carne; ſhee teil chen to 
haucacompunGtion of {vu'c, remorſe of herof- 
fence: and then (foole as thee was) when hee was 
gone thee role ro open vnto him: Yer lo at the 
laſt diſpolingard framing herſeife vnto his ca'l, 
the very touch of the handle of the lock, where 
Chriſt departing, had lcfr behinde him ſuch fra- 
grant ſteppes and impreſſions of his favour by the 
blefſing and (iveert Fnelling ſavour of his Goſpel!, 
brought her toa conſideration of her moſt vawor- 


thy fact. 


Vn xs.5. 1 opened tomy well beloued, but my well-be- 
loved withdrewe himPeife, he paſſed away : 
I fell into 4 ſound began/e of his (peaks, 7 


ſought 


tt 
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| (ourht him, but Lcould not finde him, 1 
_ him but he anſwered me not. 'Y 


And was cnough now to makeher co arilcand 0- 
pen vnto him, (deparred and gone away) whom 
preſent before and requeſting it, ſhee had reiected. 
O chen what wouid haue been the comtort if when 
he was at the doore hee had beene letin and cnter- 
rained? Well, ſhec opcnerh now, but her louc is 
gone, Then ſirook with aconlcience of tier (inne, 
ſhee fal'cth into a twowne to chinke of his kinde 
and loving words, which [hee {o icornctully (cr ac 
narght : thee {eckes him by medication of the 
Word, by cailing zo minde the promiſes of che 
Goſpeil, and his former mercies, but [hee cannor 
finde him-the cryech vpon him with praicrs,tearcs, 
weepings, aud lamentations, bur lice will nog an- 
(were, 


Vans 6, The watchmen that poe about the Citie 
found meghey ſmote mer they wounded mee; 
the keepers of the walles tooke my vale [rom 
mee. 


© Yer ſhce ſupported by his Spirit, not cafting 


off her faith,continucth to leeke him 1ti!], and pal- | 


{erh perills paſt belcefe. The Min ſters themſclues 
and warchmen of the Church of God, « hoſe part 
ic was togard her,wercthe firlt char d1d her «rong, 
{mote,and wounded hcr tender confeicnce : and in 
ſeed of ipeakinga word ia duc uae to ilic wearicd 


and 


" 


| 
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| and diſtreſſed foale, « did euecn take her vaile from 
her, and beate her from holding faft her renerend 
| obedicnceand ſyubieftionvnto Chriſt. 


Vuzsn7 I adinre you, ye daughters of leruſalem, if 
wy wellheloued, what you (honld 
| tell bin-that I am ſick of loue, 


| Wherefore finding no comfort where inreafon 
it was moſt to be expetted, the getreth herto the 
maydens her friends and fellows, thongh nor (6 
well acquainted with Chriſt as ſhee, To them ſhe 
is more bold to impart the ardency of her affeQi- 
on; asketh rhem after Chriſt,adiureth chem, both 

cthem(ſclues to take knowledge of ir, and to lct hee 

lone vaderſtand how ſhe doth affeR him, 


| The Maydens theCayrcuH et s friends. 
Vzrs, 3. What u thy well-beloued ahoue an other 
| well-beloned, O thew f arreſt among wee- 
| men? what is thy well-belowed aboue an #- 
| ther well-belowed, that thus thow doeſt ad- 


tare 5? 
| Cuvac un, 
\'Vans. 9. Afywelkbelowed is white aud rudadie, fit- 
£4 ted for a ſlandard-bearer aboue ten thow- 
4 ſand. 


| They wondringat her paſſion, as vnacquainted | 

with ſuch moods enquire what is 1n her louc abouc 

'orher loues,thar ſhice doth fo long and thirſt after 
G 


him. 


- 
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him. Whereupoa ſhe taketh occalion co deſcribe 
her loue; Firſt. by the bewty and excellency of his 
colour, ((ignifying his holinefſe and perte& hap- 
pineſſe ) whiteand red mixed together, with that 
cemper char is inthe beſt and ſtrongeſt complexi- 


ons, enabling him to doe any feate of attivity 


aboue ten thoutand other. For who buthee 
can ſuſtiine the furic of the batrailes of Gog, 
and yct gocaway with the honor and glory of the 
field? or of whom but of him alone can u bee(aid, 
that hee bath acrowne giuen vnto him, and goeth 
forth oucrcomming,and muſt auercome ? 


Vzns.1o. Hicheadexcellent gold, fined; his locks cur- 
led black 4s 4 razen. 


Secondly, by the members and lincaments of 
his body,head,haire,cies,cheeks, lips, hands, breaſts 
legges, looke, pallace, and roconclude his whole 
ſeltc. His head , (wherein thegrace of his hu mane 
nature ftindeth ) precious as the moſt excellent 
gold, pure, bright, ſhining, as gold fincd (caucn 
times: for cuen in his humanity, hee is the engra- 
ven forme of the perion of his Father, and the re. 
ſplendence of his glory. His haire, firſt bluck as a 
ragen, then colourcd and criſped;(o faire hee is in 
the very leaſt ornamenrs of nature, more then the 
fonnes of men. 


Vsa5S. 11. Hs les 45 doues tes by the [freqames of 
W4- 
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"waters, waſhed mith milke it ſelfe, ſet in 
cunnmely. 


His eies haue a threefold quality co commend 
them by : Firſt amiable as the doues, as the neate 
and the dainty doues by the water (ide, in the gra- 
cious and comfortable looke which hee cafteth on 
his Church, Sccondly, white as milke, and ſhining 
with whitc, becauſe hee is more pure of cics then 
chat hce can behold iniquiry. Thirdly, fer in the 
hollow places as fir, and with as great art and cun-» 
ning, as a ſtone by the artificcrs hand is ſet into a 
ring; ſo guiding and direing his light to looke 
perteRly inco all things, yea into the depth of the 
lecret of mens hearts, 


VsR53.12, Hischeekes like «bedde of Spice, growne 
plants of perfume ous lips to Lilies, arop- 
pine [oft mirrh. 


His checkes goodly and flouriſhing with a freſhe 
and (wect beard, like a bedde of (pices,like growne 
planes that ſerue for perfume : Such a grace and 
gragity doth hee carrie. His lips in themlclues as 
lillies,redolen for che ſmell, py in proporti- 
on: co vs full of heauenly grace & ſweeteneſſe, of 
molt comfortable doctrine which dropperh from 
him,as liquid or ſofrmirrh. 


Vua 5.13. Y peu bit bangs are rings of gold, et with 
G2 Chry- 
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Chryſolite, m his bowelsis 4 ſhining, as of 
I wory ouerlaide with Sephires. 


His hands are ſet forth with al ornaments preci- | 
ous & ſhining rings of gold ſet with the Cryſolice, 
ro note thatnot his perlon onelie butal his ations 
(done by theinſtrument of the hand) the whole 
gouernement and adminiſtration of his kingdom 
1s full of maicſty and gloric. His breſt and all his 
bodie ( for that is to be vnderſtood by the bowels 
thatare within) harh a ſhyming like Inory,coucred | 
ouer with Saphires : for ofa. weake and corrupti. 
ble bodic he hath made his owne, and will make 
ours in him glorious and incorruprible. 


Vers. 14, Hwlegpes are pillars of Marble, [et v- 
pon ſockets of fined gold: his countenance | 
4: of Lebanan,choice a5 the Cedars. | 


His legs are pillars of marble, leaning vpon ſoc- 
kets of the choiceſt gold, ro ſhew his power and 
maieſty , being able to ercad all his enemies, 
and whatſocuer (etreth it lelfc againſt him, im pec- 
ces vnder his feerte, and to make the rage of men to 
torne vnto his glorie. Thelooke and ſhew of his 
pe: ſon, goodly as Lebanon, choice as the Ce- 


Jars, 


Vans. 15 His palate moſt ſweetend all of hins ma} 
| i, 
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tobe defered. * Thisis my well-belowed and & 
thu my friend, O daub2ters of leruſalem. 


— 


His pallat (thatis his ſpecch and the words thar 
| come trom him) (for there, chere lyeth his ſiveer- 
| neſle, from thence is all our comforr,and therefore 
this that ſo delighreth and refretherth all our ſenſes, 
it doth her good once againe to [peake of it) is 
moſt ſweet and pleaſant, What ſhould I lay more? 
be is whaly bewrifull,and all co be deltred. 


The maydens the Churches friends. 
VER $16 Whether us thy well-beloued gone, O fat- 
reſt amoneſt weomen? whether hath thy 


well-belowed turned his face? that we may 
[ecke him with thee. 


This diſcription doth ſo aFe& them, that they 
long to know of her, whcre her loue 1s become, 

burning with a deſire to ſceke Chriſt as well as 
fhee, Tharis the fruit of the conference of Gods 
children. 


Cuvncu. 

Vnns,17. IMywelLbeloued is rone downe into his 
garadaine, to the beddes of ſpice, that hee 
way feede in the gardaines and gather 
Lilkes, 


"9 


Y 
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46 An Expoſition of CHay. 5. 


© Vuns.18. 1 ans my well-belaweds and my well. beloued | 
is mine,who feedeth among the Lillies. | 


To whom ſhe anſivereth,that hee is gone to Te- 
ruſalem which is aboue, there to repaſt with his 
friends as himlelfe had ſaid; and concludeth with 
an exclamation, that whatſocuer calamity her own 
finne had brought vpon her, yer the affe&tion to 
her loue is firme and conſtant; and (o ſheeaflurerh 
her ſelte his is to her, chough abſent in Heaven. 
And by this meanes thee nouriſheth that holy de- 
fire of ſecking Chriſt both in her (elfe and wy I 
and together with her temptation findeth, by 
the goodneſſe of GOD, an ifſue and way to 
come out of it, 
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V un $.1.,7how art fatre my fellow friend.as Thirtza, 
comely as leruſalem , terrible as an armic 


with banners. 


againſt all the feares and terrours 
* which the conſcience of her own ſlinne 
* mighriuſtly pull vpon her; telling her 
? that hauing by faith and the reares of 
rrue repentance waihed away her former ſpors, ſhe 
was now as faire in his eyes,and as amiable as cucr 
ſhe was before: all bewtitu!l and faire (being tuſti- 
fied & ſantified thorough Chrift)as Thirtza, 7ero- 
boams ſtately Cittie:leemely as Ieruſa'em the glory 
of all the Cirics of the Eaft, built as a Citic com- 
pa and knit together, wherein are all thoſe wors- 
thies of the Lord of hoaſtes, Paſtors, Teachers, &c. 
ina moſt comclie order and government of the 
Church: tertible tn the Church-miniftery and dit- 

cipline, which isarod ro keepe in ſubicHion eve. 
ry thought, and corenenge all diſobedience : yea, 

terrible again(t Sathanand all the powers of hel}, 

And ho ylocner the had-caught alore blo:y, which 

| might 
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might ſceme to bee an argument of her cowardli- 
neſic,yet in cruth ſhe was of an invincible faith and 
courage,and fearcfull ro her foes, 


Vzaz3.2. O turne thine cies ouey againſt mee, that 
they may lift mee vp. T bene haive is as of 4 
flock of Goates that ſheareth on Gilead. 

V un4.3. Thyteethlike to a flock of brepe which come 
op from waſbmg , which all of them doe 
bripe forth twannes, and there u not 4 miſe 
carying one amon2 t them. 


Vzrs. 4. 41 @ prece of pomegranet are thy temple 
yu uk Exary.f y r 


Andtherefore (faith hee) be of good comfort, 
looke vpon mee, hauc faith in the promiſes ef the 
Goſpell: Thar ſhall be my ioy, and thecrowne of 
my glory, who haue alwaics alcnſcand a fellows 
feeling ofthy miſerys,and am like affefted co thee, 
mourne when thou mourneft, and am glad when 
chou reioyceſt. If thou doubt whether thy bewty 
Ntill continue, whether ir remaine freſh and con- 
ſtant, I aſſure thee it doth; and no fault or infirmi- 
ticofthine can make it for totade: for it wholy 
reſteth in my grace and goodnefſe. Thy haire,thy 
reeth,thy temples, allchy parts and members are 
eucry one as combie,as faire, as well teatured as be- 
fore, Thy bewty doth excell. 


Vans, 5 Let therebe threeſcore Bucenes, and foure- 
; ſcore 
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Gs ſeore Coneubines 4nd maiden; without mum 
ber. 


Thinke not, becauſe there bee ſo many thar gtit- 
cer and flouciſhin the world, living in all wealth 
and 1ollity, and at their hearrs caſe, when ir is ill 
with thee, when thou art hambled and fighreſt 
with many dithcolcies, haft warres wirhout, and 
terrours within,thart their condition 1s better then 
thine owne :as if they onely were happy and to be 
admired,chou baſe and contemprible» No, if they 
were euery oneaQueene,or Concubines, and La- 
dies, never ſo many that attend ypon thera, yet 
thou onely doſt excell, 


Vens.6 That one,my Joue, mine vndefiled one, that 
one with her mother, that pure one with her 
that bare her : aſſoone as the maidens ſee, 
they ſhall account her bleſſed;the Queenes and 
Concabines ſhall praiſe ber, ſaying, 

Venrs.7 Whois (hee, goodly as the morning, faire 4s 

the CM oane, clerre as the Sane, terrible as 
an armie with banners. 


For thou art mine owne, moſt deare vnto mee, 
{with whole tndgement it is fir thou content thy 
ſelfe more then with all the glitcering ſhew and 
pompeof the world ) ele&t and choſen our of all 
kinred,nations,and tongues to bee my peculiar in- 
hericance: Innocear, limple,chaſte, lincerc,and vp- 
right before me. Who though now thou havechin 

H aboade 


_———— 
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aboad on earth inthis finfull and wretched world, 

cr doeſt cleauc loclolero thy mother the heauen- 
ly Ieruſalem, that the whole world hath chec in ad- 
miration. Sucha ſtarre of glorie and cxccllency 
ſhinerh in thy forchcad, for inward lanity, and 
outward maieſty inthe miniltery and goucramenc 
of che Church + Inlomuch as there is none of all 
theſe brauc andgallant Ladies, bur chough they 
thinke not as thou thinke(t, nor walke as thuu wal- 
keſt, yer incheir conlciences they are all conuinced 
thatthe crueth is with chee alone. Thee they will 
admire,1s ſoone as they doe behold thee; to thee 
they willgiuethe prize, and count thee one!y blet. 
ſed; attribuce asmuch vnto thee, and lay as much 
of thee as I haue faiJand attributed: for bewty, 


pruity,verrue,continuaily encrealing. 


VzRrs.3 To the pruined g4rdaines I went downe to 
ſee the geeene plants of the valley: to ſee 
whether the vine flouriſhed, the pomenra- 
nets budded. 


AndalbeitT left thee fora while, yer with eucr« 
laſting mercics w'il 1 re{ort vnto thee : I did indeed 
wichdraw my iclfe, but it wasnot for any miſlike 
or inci2nation conceiued agarnſt thee : Thetructh 
is, I had 4 longing to {ee how neer the time approa- 
ched of our 10yfull and happy marriage,and therc- 
forg bctooke me to my place of glory. 


Vans. 
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Vun $.9, when I diſcerned it not, my minde {et mee 
”  wponthechariots of my free-hearted people,to 


Jay, 


Bnt perceiving that day was not yer athand, I 
came back with ſpced vnto re ona with 
all my people, and retinue: by the miniſterie of 
thoſe my free-wiliing ſeruanrs, with all ſpecde and 
carneſtneſſero giue thee comfort, And now mark 
and lay vpin thy heart what 1 ſhall (ay, 


V zns.10. Retwrue, returne O Shullamite: returne, 
returne that wee may behold thee. What, 
beholdyoutn that Shullamite? a5 the daunſe 
of the M achanaymutes. 


Thou haſt indeed gone aftray : that had almoſt 
marred rhee: but in mee isthy health and ſafety, 


Returne, returne vnto me, that I and mine, all the + 


Angels of God, may haue ioy in heauen to ſee the 
fruits of thy faith ſpring anew. For notwithſtan= 
ding thy ſlippes and tales,l cſtecme thee moſt per- 
fe& in mine cternall countell and decree, and put- 
ting all the robes of mine innocencie & righreoul- 
nes vpon thee,doe now {o make thee by the pow- 
er of my Word and ſpirit,my friends here and fel- 
lows being iudges. Looke vpon her, tell mee how 
you finde her: Is ſhee not moſt brauc,zlorious,and 
eallantly acrended? Vercly when I doc behold her, 
and all her troupes comming torth ro meecte mee, 
me thinkcs Laminche middett of the Tribes of It- 

H 2 racy, 
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racl,and ofallchoſe worthies, chat skipping and 

lepping with ſongsand daunl?s, and all kinde of 

holy mcriments,came to recciue Dawidat Macha 
naim, when God brought him back inco his king- 
dome. 

V aas.11 How bewtifull re thy feete with theſe 
ſhooes, O daughter of a Priace? The com- 
paſſe of thy thighs are like browehes, the 
worke of the hand of 4 cunning worke- 
main - > 


And yet the neerer I come vnto thee, the more 
I admire chy bewty from the roppe vato the toe, 
from one cnd vatoan other. To beginne at the 
loweſt,and (o roaſcend. Thy tecte ſhod with the 
preparation of the Goſpellot peace. Thou dangh- 
ter ofa Prince! O chou of noble birth! borac nor 
according tothe fle{h, but by che faith ofthe pro- 
mile. The girdle of pure truth aboue thy hippes, 
framed by the moſt cunning workeman, the Spi- 
rit of God himlſclſc, 


VzRs.i2. Thynavelllike a round bowle. Let not the 
Liquor of it faile. But /et thy belly bee as 4 
heape of wheate, hedged about'with Lib 
hes. 


Thy nauell round as a bowle, a token of thy 
fruicfulneſſe. O let ic never be drawne dric; bur 
as a full cuppe wanting not any liquor; let thy 
wombe bealwaics fruictull, and cby truit p__ 
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and fragrant as a heape of wheate hedged aboue A 


with Liilics: So great a dclire I hauc of thine jn- 
creale, 


Vzns.13. Thtwe breaſts are like two youns roes, 
the twinnes of 4 hinde. 

Vans. 14. Thyncek like to 4 to'ver of Tnorie : thins 
eres to the fiſh-pooles mae with art at the 
populons gate : thy noſe like to the tower 
of Lebanon, that looketh towarde Da- 
maſeus. 


Thy two breſts as two hindes, fir to nouriſh 
and giue luck. Thy acck, the neck of diſcipline 
ſtraighr,and ſteddic,like vnto a tower to beare vp 
the miniſteric asir were the tace of the Church : 
and white and bewtifull as a tower of tgory for the 
order and gravity thereof, Thiac eres bright and 
cleer?,as the fifh-pooles made with greatart ac Te- 
rulalem in the broade gate of the flocks, (for ſuch 
isthe miniſtery ofthe Church, placed where the 
godlic doc flock incothe Lords aſſemblies) which 
ſhine as theclecre waters inthe pond, for iudge- 
ment and knowledge : for deliuery of daQtrine are 
as the flowing of thoſe waters : for wiſdome in 
ſearching and waighing, preparing and hrring of ir, 
may be compared vato the workemen by whom 
thoſe pondes were artificial/ie mace, and to their 
cunning workemanſhippe. Thy nole ſtraight and 
comely;asquicka iudgement m difcerning duc- 
crines,asthe noſe hath in dilccrning tmelles. 

H } Vars, 
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Vzrs.15. That which on thy head is put vpon thee 
like tocrimſon, and the fillet df thy head us 
like topurple, a K ins might bee tyed ts 
theſe walkes, 


The ceremonies,as it were the ornaments of thy 
head, both the haire-lace & the borders, & all chy 
whole attire are for comlincs & good order of (pe- 
ciallaccount,anda great grace vato thee: no leſle 
then skarict and purple. There is no King in the 
world but might hndc in his hart ro be tied ro theſe 
walkes,and to be held priſoner in the ſight of thee, 
and of the bewty of thy aſſemblies. So grear is 
thy glory in compariſon of all the vaine pompe of 
this preſent world. 


VzRr3.16. How faire thou art, and how dclefFable 
0 Loxe with theſe pleaſures. 


I cannot hold, butI muſtcry out with an admira- 
on of thy bewty,thatthou art excceding faire and 
amiable,not thy ſelfe onely, bur all that is about 
thee: O loue onely to bee beloged. 


Vzrs. 17. Thu thy flature is like a prime tree, and 
thy breſls like cluſters of grapes. 


Thy whole body ſtraight, ſtrong, and of a 
comely ſtature, Thy Teates as berries. 


V urs. 
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Vzrs.18, 1 ſay ! willget vp vpon the pabwe-tree, 1 


will take hold of her branches, and thy 
breſts ſhall now be like the cluſters of the 
vine and the ſmell of thy noſe like apples, 


But I will not leaue thee fo, I give thee my 
word for it, (and that I promiſe be (ure I will per- 
forme ) Iwillprune and purge thee thar thou 
ſhalr bee all fruictull, redolenr, and fragrant. Thy 
reates as the cluſters of grapes, full of the ſweere 
iuce of the milke of the Word of God. Thy noſe 
fba!l boch give and receiue a (mcll of apples, that 
thou maiſt be as wel meate as drink vnto the ſoule. 


VsR3.19. And thy pallat a5 wine of the beſt ſmell, 
frisking, linely, vpright, making the lips 
f Phg/e that ave aſicepe to ſpeake. 


Ycathy tongue (the preaching of the Goſpel!) 
ſhall bee as pure, ſtrong and pleatant wine of the 
beft ſmell and ſauour, ſprincki:ng and leaping loue- 


ly, frisking in the cuppe 5 whereby cuen thole that 
7 ky. are dead in their ſinncs and treſpaſles 


| ſhall beawakned, and with new lippes and words 


wund forth thy praile. 
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56 eAn Expoſitionof Cap, 7. 
CHAP.VII. 
Cuvracu. 
V sRs. 1. lam my well-beloxeds,fince he deſire is to- 
wards me. 


His comfortable ſpeech of Chrift vn- 

to his Church doth fo refreſh her, 
thac firſt ſhe breketh forth into thank- 
O82 fulneſſe for his mercy : In regard 
_ whereof ſhce profeſſerh ſhee is wholy 
his,whoſe affe&ion ſhe findeth ro be ſo wonderfull 
towards hcr,that he loued her, when ſhe cared nor 
for him: followed her, when ſhe refuſed him : cal- 
led her back, when ſhe ranne away from him : par. 
doned her, when the offended him: gaue himlclte 
anew vnto her,when ſhe had forſaken him; ſeated 
her in Heaven, when ſhee was in the loweſt hell. 


VERS.z Goe tomy well-be/oned, let vs por forth into 
the Countrey,let vs lodge by the Cypres. 


Then ſhe roueth vp her dal & h. auy (pirirs pray- 
ing him,nocalone,and by himlelfe apart co ſpend 
his howers in oblcruing of the time of their ſpiri- 
wall marriage,as hce (aid before he did: fiance ſhee 
allo 


Cuae. 7 Solomons Song. 45 


alſo hadacare and longing to hauc che ſame con- 
ſummare as well as he. 


Vans. g Letvsgetop early tothe nine-jards: let vs 
ſee if the vine budge, the firſt grape open, 


the pomgrawets ſprout, there will I gine my 
Lowes to thee. 


Promiſing withall nor to be found henceforth vn- 

ready,notto be any more ſo drouſie, lo ſluggiſh, fo 

wretchleſic as ſhee was : but hereafter night and 

day to watch andatrend thar hower : and to en- 
vireand learneafterallche ſignes & rokens, when 
ce may come to be perfeRly knirro Chriſt, 


Vs x 5.4 Theſe lonely flowers that gine 4 mel, about 
aur gates all precious things, new, and al(s 
old, my well-belowed 1 kerpe in ſtore for 
thee. 


In the third place ſhee conſecrateth all ſhee hath 
vnto him, and vndertakethin the mcane rime a- 
gainſt che ſolemnizarion of that marriage, to pro- 
uide all manner of preſents, flowers, garlands, and 
the like, which men at ſuch times are wontrto ſtraw 
at the threſholds, andin the encries. Thar is, to 
furniſh ker (cite with (pirituall graces, and to lay 
vp in ſtore plenty and variety of heavenly crealure, 
things both new and old. 


I VaRrs. 


—. 
——— 


An Bxpoſitun of CHAP, 7. 


Vans ys. 0 that thew wert 41 8 brother onto me, ſus= 


#8 the bre ber: finding thee 
wr rats fr prog [ſoul we 


be deſpi/es. 
But becauſe there reſttwo-great workes to bee 


accompliſhed before thattime caacome, the ma» 
nifeſting of Godin the fleſh, and the calling ofthe 
Gencilcs,ia them both ſhee ſhewerh her ardent af- 
feion, and therein the aboundance of her loue 
and zealc ro Chrilt, 

Fourrhly theretore you hauec her defire, which 
was the deſire of allche prophersand holy men, ro 
ſee the day of Chriſt, the day of his comming in 
the fleſh: that hee might be her brother and (uck 
the breſts of her motherznarurally of the virgin, ſpi- 
ritvally of che Church vniverſal}, where Chriſt is 
borne in the heaers of the faithfoll by his Word 
and Spirir: for ſo comming among his owne, ſhe, 
his owne and his onely owne, would kiffe him and 
recciue him, both by faith and (cole when ſhee 
ſhould ſee with her eres thar Word of life, and be- 
hold him, and her. hands ſhould feele and handle 
him. $o (bold ſhe be free from the ſcorns of wicked 
men, their contumelies and defpites rhar reproach 
the fteppes of Gods Meffras, and vexe and moleft 
the Church, whileſt thee 15in the expeRacion of 
that happie day. 


Vzrs 6, 7 would leade thee, Twoald bring thee into 
the houſe af my mother which teacheth me: I 
would 
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Then (ſaith ſhee) rhere ſhould be nodelay : this, 
this ſhould be the marriage day.l would even now 
without more adoe bring you into my mothers 
houſe, which reacherh & inftrucerh me in all picry 
and good offices to you-wards, into the Catholick 
Charch of God : rhatall growing vp into one bo- 
die, whereof my ſpouſe is the head, I might at the 
lat be preſented as achaſte and pure virgin, glori- 
ousto the Lord. Then wonld I giue him pleatures 
and delights for a King, and entcrraine him with a 
moſtroyall banquet of the graces of Gods ſpirit. 


Vans. 7. _— ———_————_ his right 
hand embracing me, 
V ans. 8. 7 adiure 0s, yee daughters of Teruſalem, 


os (pate lor / gun 


I have (weete fellowſhippe and reft with 
him : neyther whileſt chus I were in his armes, and 
vnder his embracings,ſhould any the leaſt offence 
be gtuen to him, I would be careful] ro ſhunne all 
occaſions of any more diſpleaſing my loue, or of 
cauling him toretirefrom me. 


Vars. 9g. Who ſhe that commethp out of the wil- 
derme ſe y eady to toyme her ſelfeto her wel- 
beloned? onader the very Appletree 1 _ 

IT 2 cn 
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ow 


ken thee where thy mother was in labour 
of thee, where ſhe was iu labour that bare 
t 


Having thus ſer forth her deſire of Chriſts incar- 
nation, now {hee beſtoweth many ([weete and gra - 
cious wordsto exprefieand amplific the vehemen- 
cic of this loue. Firſt, by che duties ſhce will per- 
forme vnto him: greatin chemlelues, but greater 
if you compare theſe duties of hers, with thole 
that are to be looked for from other women, Was 
there euer (fairh (hee) any woman. in the world, 
that would endure thole labours, and take vpon 
her ſuch perillsas I doe to toyne herſclfe ro her be- 
loucd? Bur I by faith overcome all difficulties to 
come to thee. [tis aſmall thing in myne cies, 
which ro others ſcemes ſo hard, to put cFthe old 
man,co renouncethis preſentwicked world, wher- 
inisno plcalurenar ſound cclight, buta very wil- 
derneſle and a deſerr,thar L may fiade thee our,and 
preſent my duties ro thee : euen in thar (weere and 
bleſſed place where thy mother (after the man- 
ner of other women, finne cxcepted) fell in trauaile 
otchec. Let me for. the certeinerty and ſecret of 
this wonderful hidden myſtery once againe {peake 
it, where thee fel! in trauailc that did beare thee, 
This labour, this toyle may bec anargument what 
and how great my !ouc 1s vntothee, 


Vers. 10. O ſet me as 4 (eale on thy heart, as a ſcale 
on thine arme : for loues firong us death; 
Z4alc 
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zeale fard as the graue. The Coales there- 


CO nay 4 fire of the flame of 


O doethouloue meagain , for this loue ſhould 


be mutuail. Hane me in-thy mind», with an ear- . 


neſt and continuall remembrance of me, ſet ine be- 
fore thine eics, imprint me vpon thine hand, as an 
inſeperable ornament of thy glory ,lo as the wile is 


to her husband. 
The ſecond amplification of her loue, is by the 


properties adioynedro ir, fer forth by many ele- 
gantand apr ſimilitudes. Iris moſt vehcment,moſt 
ardent,molt conſtant, like to death which deuou- 
rechall, or as the dominion of death which oucr- 
commeth all, God himfelte (the mighty I AH) 
hath kiadled it in our hearts by the powerfull lighe 


of hi: boly ſpirit neucrto goc our. 


Vzxs.1! cAuch waters cannot quench this lanenaor 
the flouds drown it. I / 4 man would oiue 
all the {ubſtance of bis houſe for this loue, 
it ſhould vt terly be contemned. 


Ic is firme &inuincible,thar neither force,ſraud, 
nor promilcs, troubles and perſecutions,pleaſures 
or commoditics, no height or depri, things pre- 
ſent or things tocome are able to preuaile againſt 


| Fo 
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CHAP.VIIL 
CHVRCH: - 
Vnrss 1 Wehanea/ifter, « little one,and ſhe hath no 
brefts-what ſhall we doe for our ſiſter in the 
day that (he ſhall be talked of? 
TI lfchly,the Church of Solomens time, 


I i nN as maimed and imperfe&t rill the ful- 


their owne (as it were ) breſts to giue ſuck, con- 
fulcech wich Chriſt what courſe to rake when the 
myſtery {o long kept ſecrer ſhall bee reucaled and 
made knowne for their coauerſton. How ſhe may 
behbauc her (elfe in helping and adminiftring vato 
them: what Chriſt will bee pleaſcd ro doe in gi- 
ving an encreaſe and bleſſing. And thus ſhe doth 
further tcftifie her loue co Chriſt, by her loue vn- 
rotheir common fitter. Siſter ro her,by the ſecede 
of the ſame pirtic whereby they are both begotten 
vaco God : litter to Chriſt, by his aſſuming of the 
ſame natureto him. 


V uns 
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Cuntsr and his C av xc « both. 
Vuus,2, When a wallis to be built we will build it bs 
7 nr cr) IWhen 4s 4 gatt i to bee 
d, wee will fence it about with boord 
of Ceare. 


Chriſtand ſhe make anſwere, telling what they 
meane todo: that fince when thattime ſhal be,ic 1s 
not poſſible ro containe the Church within the 
narrow boaades of lcruſalem, which of a particu- 
lar Church of the Iewes ſhall chen bee made the 
Catholicke Church ofall the world; anew man» 
ner of Ciric muſt bee built: wherefore plucking 
downe the mid- wall of partition, a new wall, and 
new gates ſhall bee made to enlarge the Citrie : a 
new gapcrament and diſcipline, new officers, pa- 
ſtorsreachers, &c. toadmuniſter it. New, not in 
fubftance, which hath alwaics been the ſame, cuen 
among the [cwes, bur newly ſtablithed, bewtifed, 
and tranſlacedto the Gentiles. Neither ſhall rhis 
be any diſgrace to the nov Ieruſalem, every thing 


ſhall bee then ſo farremore glorious and more ex-. 


cellent. A boufe of Saints o_ _— _ 
ing of the Golpel}, ro beethe Pallace of the 
p— aſtaccly and magnihcent pallace,all of 
filuer,which is the precious graces of Gods [pirir : 
the Gate,the cucrlaſting gate of this Pallace where 
the King of glory doth come in, the gate of our 
hcarr, ſhall be ſecled with faith more precious then 
Cedre,by which onely wee recetue him and make 

him ours. 
VaRrs. 
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Vnn4.3. 1 being awall, and my breſts as towers, then 
ſhall 7 bee mm hus ties as one that findeth 


Peace. 


Tothisthe Church (in the (ixt and laft place) 
replyeth that ſhe is {o far from enuying this greac 
200d vnto her ſiſter, as concrariwile when the (the 
Church of the Iewes)ſhall herlclfe become of the 
{lame fociery,and by the communion of the Spirir, 
grow vp with the Gentiles into one Citie.cmbra- 
cing Chriſt, whom ſo long they {hall hauereieed, 
and making one glorious part, both for govern 
menrand doctrine of the heauenly Ton, Leruſa- 
lem which isaboue, fheefhall then obtaine a great 
partof herdeſire, and beein a manner perfected, 
not being far from thatreſt and happineſſe which 
ſhe longerth after, to kce receiucd into the perfe&t 
communion of her ſpouſe: Forthcle arc euery 
where called the laſt daics. 


CHRIST. 

Van3.4- Solomon had 4 vine-yard in afruitfull place; 
be let owt the vine-yard to keepers. Enery 
onebringeth for the fruit of it « thouſand pie- 
ces of ilner. 


Chriſt againe ſhewerh how precious the Church 
is in his cies, and how much hee doth regard her, 
for this and all other her excellent parts : and thar 
by a compariion in ihis wilt; T here isno King 

(laich 
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(faith hee) and rake Solomon the wile ſt, that if hee 
hane a vineyard ina fruicfull place, isablc himſcife 
to dreſſe and ro manure it, or totake al) the fruir, 
bur muſt be drivencoler it forth toothers: And 
though his tenaunts and farmours pay him a rene 


forit, yet ſom partthey look, and {o reaſon would, 
they ſhould keepe vmro themlclues. | 


Vurs. 5 Hyvinczard which Thane, is till before my 
| face. I receine both that thanſand of thine, 
O Solomen,and alſo the tro hundred peeres 


of thoſe thas keepe the frm of it. 


ButlI (faith Chriſt) ncyther ler out the Church, 
my vine-yard, nor ſuffer anyparr of the profirs ro 
goe from mee: for all grow vp into that bodic, 
whereof I am the head-I purſe vpailtherent,and 
that allo that Solowons Icilees were to haue: So 
icalousI am of mine inheritance, and hanc mine 
eicsalwaics vpon it, being cacr preſent with it, and 
ia the middclt of ir, 


V z n 5.6. 0 thew, pee that ſetteſt in theſe gar daines,to 
the fellows which attend wunte thy wot, 
preach me, 


Hereupon he concluderh leauing this comman- 
demeras his laſt ſarewel co al the Churches, which 
arc his gardaines wherein hce walkcth and maketh 
his plants to grow, that in ſeaſon, and our of ſca- 
{on chey preach the goipell - all char hauca mind | | 

to 
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to atcend vato the wholfſome Jdoariae, 


Cuvacu 


Vunrs.7. Flie to v:1my welbbeloned, and bee theu 
like to the rec or young hart, Othou that 


dwelleft in the mountarme: of ſpuees, 


She ſhutterh the booke vp, vndertaking to doe 
that which he cnioyneth : but knowing her owne 
vaability prayeth him co bee preſent. with her, ro 
giue her firengrh rodocir from. his throne of glo- 
ty,which is in the higheſt heauens, and (pedily ro 
accompliſh all his promiles by his laſt and glorious 
comming. 


- «Ames. kucn io come Lord I x5 v 5. 


CHap. 1. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


on the Song of Solomon for 


the c of emerte t1 ue 
Beliener. 


I" "I "I 


CHAP. I, 


Var s.1. [ 4 ſong &c.] 


His excellent Song con- 
conraineth a deſcripti- 
on of the ftare of a 
Chriſtian man after he 
is once vnited vnte 
Chriſt , during our 
wholelife, whileſt wee 
walke here by faith,and 
not by fight. This is 
the ſumme of the 

Booke, The parts are twozOne the ſtare of ſuch a 

Chriſtian when his faith and holineſle of life are at 
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Obſernaticns on CHAP. 


V urs. 2- 


che higheſt, his ſigne in the Appogzon or middeſt 
of Heauen, that it cannot alrer any poine bur it 
muſt decline, wherrhe ſaileth with winde and wea- 
ther, and hath the Sunnc-(lune of G »ds fauour to 
20e before him; that is whilcſt he enioyeth peace 
ofconſcience,quierneſſeand cranquility of minde, 
and is free from thole great off:nces that make a 
kinde offeparation between Chriſt and him,in the 
foure firſt Chapters. The other part ferrerh forth 
the late of a true Chriſtian, comming to himſelfe 
after that carthlineſſe and worldiy pleaſures have 
ſeized vpon him, when the cloudes and miſtes of 
of his owne (infulneſle, of dronlinede and cargall 
ſccurity,doe cuercaſt the face of the hcauens, and 
darken and eclipſe the brightneſle of his glorie, in 
the foure laft Chapters, The ftare of a Chriſtian 
living in peace and quietneſlc of a good confci- 
ence,hath chree excellent ſteppes. Firſt his loge . 
of Chriſt, in che firſt Chapter. Secondly the bene- 
firs hereceiuoth from him,in the Second Chapter. 
3. A ccirc ro be made perfe&t Chap. 3. Whcreun« 
to Chriſt giveth anſwere, 1n the fourth Chapter, 
The loycot a Chriſtian foule ro Chriſt ( which 
isnot poſhble to bre inany cill Chriſt have farit lo. 
ucd himgand wroughtin his heart afecling of thar 
loue) the holy Ghoft doth thus deſcribe. 
0) Firſt the vehemency of his atfeQion,no- 
ting true zcale. For this loue is all fierte, and 
Eindleth and enflameth the very bowels of the 


keart. 
Le bimbksſſe& 6, Secondly adefire ra bee knig 
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vato him as neere as is poſſible toenioy his [weere 
and bleſſed coniunttion, 

For thy lowes are excellent, better then wine. | 
Thirdly a preterring ofthe loue of Chriſt before 
all worldly chings,and abone all the pleaſures and 
dclighrs of this preſent life. 

Beeauſe Ee.) Fourthly, a magnifying Y gas, ;. 
and cxtolling of Chriſt, whoſe very name and 
the only remembrance of him ts moſt ſweer & tra- 
grant, which drawerth the Chriftian heart vato a 
loue, and in loue roan admiration of him. 

The virgins.) This louc if you conſider the qua- 
lity thereof,ts chaſt,holy,parc,and rhey only loue 
Chriſt who keepe themiclues vndehled from 
worldly pollution and vncicancfle- 

Draw mee | The efficient cauſe isnotinour jp 
ſelues , itcommeth from Chriſt alone , who ' **© + 

ſpeaking ro our heart by the miniſtery of rhe 
Word,and the (veer alluremenes of his ſpirit, pul- 
leth vs out of this prelent cuill worid, and drawerh 
vs aftcr him, 

Then will wee runne. | Heereby ſtrength is pne 
intovs,which maketh our feere nimble, and ſhog 
with the pteparation of the Goſpel! of peace to 
runne aftcr Chriſt, and 'with might and maine co 
pcrforme all holie duties tohim, 

Let the Kmz | Whereuntowee are enabled by 
the corroboracing {pirir of Chriſt, into whole 
hands God the Father hath commurted all things, 
and given him all power in Heauen and vpon 
the carth, making him both Lord and Chriſt 
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che King and ruler of his Church. 

Bring me into his prinie chambers.) Who in his 
fauoar and p_ y bounty communicateth varo 
vs more and morethe rich graces and treaſures of 
his Spirit, maketh vs mare inward with him, and- 
and leaderh vsas it were by the hand inco his priuy 
chambers, thoſe goodly roomes and parlours, 
where areallthe Iewells and precious things laid 
vp forhis peop'e, 

wee will reiayce,Cc.) This draweth from vs 
toy in the holy Ghoſt, glorious and vnſpeakea- 
ble, 

Wee will recard &c.) It makerh vs neuer to 
fatisfie our ſelucs in ſerring forth aud publiſhing 
vnto other the {weere comfores wee hauc in 
him. 

T hey fball 6.) Whom alſo weedeſire to bee 
made pertakers hereof, and to loyue Chriſt as 
well as wee. 

Who in all rightne ſe doe love thee.) For ſuch men 
onely,the holy and righteous are the ſilver trum- 
pets fit tro ſound forth Gods praiſes in his lanQua- 
ric.Q if we cucrfelt how ſweet a thing it is rohaue 
his praiſes in our mouth, let vs notcommir b 
word anddeed, that through our owne folly and 
looſeneflc to greata comfort ſhould be taken from 
f V3. 
| 3 VERS. F. T] Laſtly wce arc carefully ro remooue all 
; | lers and impedimencs-that may hinder their ap- 
C 
(, 
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proach co Chritt. 
&») Conflicts we hauc great and gricuous with 
our 
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our owneſoules, many a pluck and wreftle;bur bv 
faith wee oucrcome them all. - 

' black) Wee confeſſe our owne wrerchednefſo 

of our(elues more black then any blackamore, and 
therefore vnworthy to be matched with ſo great a 
King: for wee are borne in finne and conceived in 
miquity , and are by narurethe children of wrath, 
even weethar tive inthe Church, and are borne 
wikhin the ourward covenaunt, aſwell. as other 
men.e #6. 2.Gal.2. 
but comlie.) But being purged and waſhed by 
the laver of rhe new birth, wee are gracious an 
pleaſingvneo Chriſt, more amiable and/bewritul! 
in his cies then Solomon with all his bragery could 
bee rothe cie of any morrall creature. 

Looke not pon mee 
not this honourwhich Gods children have becauſe 
it is\{piritually diſcerned: ie acknowledyerh not vs 
becaule it knowerh not him. 

Yet the Chriſtian man comfortoth himſeife him- 
ſelfe in the teſtimony of his owne conſcience, and 
and in Gods iudgement and eſtimation of him. 

becauſe I aw blaskiſh) Though hee carrie abouc 
many remnantsof (inne, rhe reliques of his old 4- 
daw and is manifeldiy afſaulecd with the pricks & 
remptations of the-fle thr For ſinne is in vs as the 
ſpots are in the Leopard, not by accident, bur by 
nature,which noart cam cure,no water waſh off, be- 
caule they are not inthe skinne, bur in the ficibe 
& bones, in the (inowes &inthe moſtinner parts. 


By chis mcanes it commerh to paſſe that cuen a 
ſes 


wee) True it is, the world feeth V 235.6. 


$5 Obſernations on CHapr, 
regenerate man fallerh many crimes, and fallerh 
grieuouſly and fearefully,loferk of his hold,and of 

the bewry chat God hath giwen him, 

Howbeirthe ſeede of God abiding in him mas 
keth that he cannot finne finally and corally : for 
theoyle ofGods ſpirit wherewith hee is annoin» 

ereth the colours, which are of his owne tem» 
— pering,ſo ſure on, and maketh them cleaye ſo fat 
| rogether, that it is impoſſible hoe ſhould cuer re« 
turneto his old hew, to be black, all black, coale- 
black as he was before. { 
The holineffſe therefore ofa Chriftian is alwaicy 
mingled with ſinnc, his filuer with much drofle, 
not as chaffe is mingled with corne, bur as wine is 
mingled with water, or as when ewo colours, black 
and white are mingled together , that there is no 
part white but it is blacklb alſo, | 
Beeauſe the Sunne bath caſt bis beames pom mee) 
Henee it is that a Chriſtian 1 ſubict tro much af. 
fition,anguiſh and diſtreſſe, as ic were to the (cor. 
ching of the Sunne, which tarne all his moiſture 

intoche drought of Somer. 
the ſannes of my mother inceuſed againſt me) 
Eſpecially his fignes and infirmitiesexpole him to 
che taunts and reproaches of the wicked, open 
mens mourhes againſt him, and againſt the ho- 
ly trueth of God for hisſake, who vpon cuery 
flip arc ready tatake aduancage co ſcandalize the 

Goſpell; 

Hereby a chriſtian is exceedingly hi.mblcd,and 
caſt Jowne, and drivenco rcaouace and for/ake 


himſcife | 
| 
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armes. Neyther canheencr.ſatistic Ns ownlaule, EY 


but di fireth alwaiesto reſt chere wi 
leaſt. interruption, 


tany tho. 


114 the woice) The cauſe of all comfort to the V an 5.83. 


Church is the voice of Chriſt, (peaking to her 
hearr, and mouingand pertwading her by his Spi- 


ric. 
His dealings are by —_—— he vſcth not(or- 
dinaryly) co -viter all his fauours at once. * 

of my well-beloued:) Firit is his power * 
ting vs,thacin-our{piricual Gaknetieche ich bes 
not quenched, "4 | 

Behold bim,) Then hee {pcaketh a farre of ,whil- 
pering as it were in our hcarr, 

hee capmeeth) Alter hee commetrh necrer, atthe 
leng:h heeis hinselfe preſent. 

Lepping Skipping) When he commeth, his com- 
ming hath toure excellent properties. Firſt it is 
haftely and with ſpeede. 

fn theſe hilles, pon theſe hullocks,) Secondly, 
no finnes ot ours, nv vnworthineſle, can hinder 
his approach : all chings, high or lowe, great or 
{mall offences, are too little for ro ſtay him. 

Standeth bekind &>e.) Thirdly,he dothnor com 
ſo ro our ſenſes as wee defire : hee communica- 
reth not,his wholepreſence with vs, but ftanderh 
asit were behind che wall : fo as there is a (pace 
betweene him and vs tokeepe him from vs: Hee 
lookett: bur our of a caſement, or as ir were tho- 
rough a Lattice: for now wee (ce bur darkely, and 


inariddle. 
M foew- 


V arg. 


vs 
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« Shewins hikes ]' Ye t rieucrthelefſe 
(which TO Woth thing hin his is 


moſt cheerefull, moſt (weer vnto the lotle that lo+ 
uerh him : nop/anr,no rrec,no flawer, ſo de!ighe- 
full ro the ourward ſenſes, as Chriſt 1s ro the crue 
beiſedee, fn 

My well-beloued ſpake| But the dull heart 6f 
a Chriſtian man had neede of the continua}i voice 
of Chrift, that fice ſhould call andcrie vnto vs; 
ſpeake,andſpea apgine, | 

ariſe oc ) (Atrdthe ſame twotds againe efe- 
gantly repeated inthe end of the thirteenth 
verſe) Yea vie all arr and cloquence rhac inay be 
to tirreys vpta leck him, 

ny" fellow friewd, - {ten And Fpeak with 
all kindneſſe vnto vs, that wemay rhe berter be pers 
{waded hedorh it for our good. | 
- And hereis the honour a Chriſtian man hath, 


that Chritt ca'leth. vs nor any more {crtants, bur: 


Mis frieuds,and Fellowes; 

It is Chriſtcharſpeaketh in rhe mimiſtery of the 
Word. And we muftheare the meſſengers whom 
hee doth ſend,as if Chriſt by them beſoughtevs :be 
reconcited vato God. 1.Cgr. 5.20; 

Far behold,) The cauſe why Chrift withdraw» 
eth himſclfe is our owne ſecurity and negligence 
in ſeekitig to him, our ſlacknes in prayer and other 
holy exercifes,” © © © | 
T he winter +6.) The tire whileſtwee lie in finthe 
is 1 heavy and Uiſtomfortably ime; chere is ne 
picaiure to be taken in _the bale leruice of farchy 2 

| matter 
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| maſter: forwhariroiccan we have atrhale things | 
whereof wee muſt be ahmed !the whole lite at a 
wicked man,what is itelſe bur aſca of milery, tuil 
at feaxes & rerrours,and expectation of the iudge- 
ment to come? which ſhould make vs, haftely and 
wich ſpeed co labour towindeouc ofitz _..... 
The flower: appeare &c.) Cantrariwiſea Chri. V 35-13 
ſtian mans life (whatſoencr the world deeme) is * 3* 
the onely [weerte and comfortable lite, like. tothe 
plealant ſpring tharrefreſheth all che (ences: as ha- 
uing all chings freſh and greene, and flouriſhing co 
the cies: all dainty to be curand pruined with the 
hands : all checrefull co the cares in the melodi- 
ous noiſe and ſinging of the birds; all. fruitfulland 
ſweete tothe taſte : all adaciferous and picating © 
the ſmell: Fora Chriſtian man hath peace af con- 
ſcience that paſſeth vnderſtanding, which the 
world hath not, nor knoweth what ic mcancth : a 
Chriſtian man is fy}l of ioy wrought in him by the 
holy Ghoſt, whom the world cannot receiue: a 
chriſtian man whatſoencr. his eſtate Dee, good or 
bad, ſtrengtbneth himſclfe in bis God, as David L X 
did when his Oe was ſpoyled, anely the bare © 
walleslefr, bath his wiucs carried away cap tives, 
and the people ready ro ſtone him to death : far 
well he 13 aGured that nathing talleth our but for 
his goad, andiploug and mercy tahias: a Chri- 
ſtan man hath acceſlc x0: God us all hjs croubjes 
and aducrſites, familiar conferengeand communi. 
cation wich him,& gocth boldly vntothe thron af 
gracc: a chriſtian man 1s cadued with ipirizgall glo- 
xz = M2 ry 


$4 1 Objernations on. E, Chap. 2. | 
rieand wiſedome, which doubleth the beautie of 
his countenance, and makerh kisface to ſhine : a 


| 

| 
Chriſtianman hath the holy Angels of God,thoſe | 
glorious and moftrenowmed creatures, 'to be as it | 
| 

| 


were hisſernants;for chey ſerne Chriſt, with whom 
- - he is one: Laſtly, a Chniftian mans honour i+ nor 
m regard of this life onely,, bur asa'crowne of fu- 
eure excellencie, hee hath faſtencd in his heart rhe 
anchor of hope to ſtay and quicthis minde in all 
the ſtormes and rempeitshere,, till he arriue at the 
hauen of all hisreft. ; 
eAriſc_ ), Now the more” theſe things exce1l, 
the more we muſt enforce our leluesto tollow af- 
eer them : ro purſue them ſpeedily; to goe out of 
our lelnes and ro come ro-Chrilt : by anie meanes 
raking heede tharthe pleaſures of Sodome , the fil- 
chie plealures oF our formerlife, and of this wic- 
ked world;, make vs nor looke backe vato them, 
burte-caſtthem off wich all our might, .and to flic 
awaie from them. 

Ay fellaw-friend, myfaire one Ec.) There is 
not #nie1o cffeftuallan argument to provoke men 
hereunto, and co ſtirrevs vpco godlineſſe, as the 
conſiderationof Gods mercie, and of thedignitey | 
we haue by Chriſt. 

Vuns. 14 Ay Done that dwelleft in theclftes, ec.) But 
| though the ſtate of a Chriſtian manbe lach and (0 
exceilent as before Ifath beene deſcribed, yerto 
humble him chat hee be not proude, God leaucrh, 
as it were, prickes and thomes1n his fide, as he did 
to the Iiraclites, manifold infrmuies, which make 
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hit co bluſh far ſhame, and nor ro darceto ſhewe 
his face : thinking in-very troth molt bately of 
himfelfe, and char hee is of all the world the mea- 
ncſt.: not worthic tocome almott in the {ight and 
preſſe of men : how much lefſe into the giorious 
fightand preſence of God * 

Shew me thy face mate me hearethy voice +) Nor- 
withſtanding the rcſtimonie of his conſcience, 
walking in (implicicte and (tnceritie as before the 
Lord, maketh him (emboldned by the wor:; of 
God) eo lift vp his head ro come betore him, and 
co call vpon-his name. 

For thy voice is ſweete and thy face comelie.) Which 
the Lord graciouſly accepreth, and is well pleaſed 
with : accounting his perfon holic, and his prajers, 
and other the fruites ot his faich , {cer and accep- 
cable through Chriſt. 


Foxes,) It is the perpervall lor and condition Var 5.15, 


ofthe Church ro nouriſh in her boſome ſecrer e- 
nemics, that cloſely vndermine the good of it: for 
all char arc in Liracil are nor of Itracl ; and manie 
are among vs thar-are not of vs : bur Godin his 
good time willdiſcouer hypocrites, how foxe-like 
fucucr chey carrie themiclucs, ; 

T ake vs £96.) Some mens finnes are manifeſt a- 
forchand; going before varo 1udgement, and tome 
mens follow after , bur thoſe thar are of this fore: 
cannot he hidden. The ſword of diſcipline isto 
be drawen by the Miniſters, and other mto whoſe 
hand God hath pur it, for the cuteing off of kno» 


wen offcndours,and remouing of all offenſes. 
M 3 T be 


VaRs.16, 


T be Foxes,). Great ones are not ro bee ſpared 
though they be as jolly foxes, as Herod was. 

T he little Foxes; | The (mall cyubbes are not to | 
bee neglc&ed , though they can but nibble at che | 
Vines. 

IWhich defroie the V ines :) Allcuill, and occafi- 
on, end the of cuillis ro bee remoued : ſo much 
the more carctu)ly , becauſe from little beginnings 
growe great proccedings : and a mall offence 1n 
the Church of God, maxſetimes, turneth men a- 
waie from the louc of the truth betore they be (er- 
kd in it, : | 

Whileft our V incs are bringing forth the firſt grape.) 
Sathaa alio is cucr bulicſt *5 icduce and draweys 
from the faith , when Cuſt is firſt borne within 
vs : waiting tocate vp, and deftroy the children 
of the Church as ſoone as {he is deligercd, 

Hereby the vic, the exceilencie, the neceſſi- 
tic of dilcipline 1s ſeenc : it reftraineth offences 
that they breake nor forth, it ſtaierh them where 
a breach is begunne. 

My Welbelowed,) After manic conflitts with 
our owne loule, God maketh vs in theend to feele 
more lively our fellow{hip with Chriſt, 

1s mine, and I am his,) The roote and foun- 
taine of all our happiacſle, is our coniunRion, and 
cmmumoun with him. 

Who feedeth tm Lull:es: ) The fruites commin 
from it , excellent: tor Currsr our Shephear 
feedeth his fucks uu molt tweete and delicate pa- 


fturcs 
T ill 
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T ill that aaie breath:) The two principall things Y xx s. 17, 
which a Chriſt:an is to wiſh for, and deſire after, 
are perfe&ion in heauen by the comming of Ie- 
ſys Chrift, and contſtancic and pertcuerance vnto 
thar day. 

And theſe miſtes flie aware. ) In this life manie 
miſtes and ſhadowevare caſt hetore our eves, much 
ignorance of Godand of holy duties: which that 
bright and glorious comming of our Lord and 
Saviour, ( as the riſing of the Sunne, ) will caxcr 
all awaic. 


— 


; Obſernations on Chap. 3. 


CHAP. III. 
VszRs, 1. 2. 1n 1 bed anightes Ore, 


He childe of God hath manic times 
great vnquietneſſe of mind tor lack 

I j<& | of chcfeceling of Chrift. 
F | « Y Being (o affefted as a man deſo- 

| late and without comfort, he {eekes 
afrerhim in al places & art all times y 
m the night and by day , a bedde and when he is 
vp, at homeand without doores ; in the Citie, by 
the ſtreetes and the lanes, and abroad in the fieldsz 
by priuate prayer and meditation with his owne 
fouie': by viing the helpe , countell, and aduiſe of 
godly brethren; by Ceing for comfort at the 
hands of the Miniſters of the word. Such is his 
defice and vnwearied trauaile for the finding of 
Chrift. 

Here is the vſe wee ſhould make of being pri- 
uate : and this is a holy ſpending of our tme, 
when we employ it in ftirrmg vp our (oulesto be 
aſſured of the mercics of God in Chriſt: not, (as 
the world forthe molt parrdoth),in ſtudying how 
ro wreake our malice, or to compalle other wics 
—_ delires, neither yet in idle and fruicleſle pa» 

C3, 


The 
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himſelfe,co gac out of himſelfe,and ro be no bodic 
in his owne c1es, 

Bur yer hee lockerh vnco Chriſt, whoſe gar. 
ments of rightcoulneſle are broade, and large and 
wide enough ro cover all 'impertcRions + ard 
who of his free grace is picaſed to accept him, and 
to beſtow vpon him the ornaments of his Spirit, 
whereby howſocuer in much weakeneffe and in 
the middeft of manie fraileries , yer in the eruch 
and ſoundnefle of his hear, being fincere and vp- 
right before him, albeit che leaſt of theſe things 
were enough to diſcourage him from eucr com- 
ming vnto-Chrift, or hatring any more to doe wich 
him, yer neither for other mens reproaches, nor 
for all the conſcience of his owne infirmitics hee 
teauerh to ſeekevnro him, to call and cric vpon 
him, for whither elſe ſhould hegoe bur rothimgs 
char cannor profit? 

hae mage me _— other vines, &>c. )There 
commeth yer a further miſchiefe; home-encmics, 
borne and bredde in the boſome of the Church, 
which as viperscat outthe bowels of their morher, 
and make natural! reats,and breaches among their 
owne brethren, 

For God euctmoreleaneth-in his Church ſome 
vnquiet ſpirits co gall them, for the tryall of rhe 
fairh-of his children, chat rhe approued among 
them may be knowne. 

And let men pretend wharthey lift, ſerwhar face 
-wiltvpon tt, itische hatred of rhexrurh, and 

efthe proteſfors of the — thar makerh them 
0 
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{oto ftirre : becauſe worldly minded men cannoe 
abiderhe ſincerity ofthe Gaſpell, rhar fighteth a- 
gainſt. their pompe, pride, and ambitious de- 
fi 


And howſocuer chey lay the fault from them- 
ſelucs, and caſt it vpon Gods children, that ſtick 


cloſe to the ordinances of God, as wayward and 


conccired perſons : yer in truth theyarc the 
facious, and. tholc that make cifſencion- ia the 
Church. 

' Howbeir the beſt men that are, the holieſk, 
Churches, and moſtrcformedaſſemblics, arc of- 
ten times turnedour. of the right waie, partly mi( 
lead and ſeduced- through a vainc aliurement of 
humane wiſdome, partly carried away by the vio- 
lence of the ftormes aadtempetts char theſe men 
raiſe againſt chem, 

Yer we muſt not pleaſe our (claes in the defor- 
mities of che Church : our care muſt bee to haue 
al according tothe patcrne that was thewed in the 
moune. . | 

Shew me where thoa feedeſt, £6.) To this pur- 
pom weare wholy and throughout to ſubmit our 

elues to be ordered by the chicfe ſhepheard and 

Bilhop of our ſoules, for hee onely muſt dire all 
effarie things inhis Church by. the wilkcdome 

of his Word ;. from him wee receive the toade of 
ſweere and heauenly dodtrine : heeic is that orde- 
xcthour labour and our reſt, cucen at noone Gay, 
the, whole gogernment and guidance of his hovle. 

O thos whom my ſoule loxeth.) The fins of Gods 

cle 
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ele&,chrough bis wonderfull wiſdome that brin- 
gerh light out of darkeneſſe,and good out of cuilt, 
tune vnto their comfoer, make them morerto call 
and cric vpon'Chriſt, ro louc him more with all 
thcir ſ>ulc,ro defire more caracitly to bee toyned 
vnco him, and to-vſe all holy mcaacs of actaining 
thereunto. 

_eAtwooxe) And that with ſuch affcQion, that 
when orherare reſting, or taking their repaſts, the 
chriſtian man can haue no comforr, nor cate bis 
meaze vnle(lc he be with Chriſt. 

T hou feede/i, thowmakeſt thy flocke to lre,&-c.) This 
meanes of comming vnto Chritt is the miniftry*of 
the werd-in the Church and Congregation of 
Saints, which arc, as it were, one fould vnder one 
Shephecard, feeding with the food of life. 

For why (hould I be as one that pitcheth her tents by 
the flocke of thycompanrons) Herein grear care and 
circumſpettion is to be had, that we ivine not our 
{elucs co falſe teachers which com vnder thename 
of rang ſhcpheards, bur inwardly arc raucning 
wolucs. 


If thow know not) In which behalfe the faith-y,., g 


full man though he be in Chrift, and fhine in the 
graces of the Spirit, yet laboureth of much igne- 
rance, and is many times ouerraken, and rherefore 
had neede to be inſtrufted and fer into the way: 
Get thee out, Eve.) Which is to tric the Spirits 
w they be from God, for the rouchſtone of 
alld 


celeſtiall, nor favoring of = world, 
2 


V nio 


inc1s by the word, if ic becheauenly and 


— 


"| Obferuations on Chap. x. 


V xn 0.10 Fatethetrone,Gc) And being ſs, as many 

i en as walke according to this rule, the bode of rfi8 
Hracl of God, peace is vpom themvand mercic,ſuch 
a.mans pcrlonisaccepted.to God, the graces atid 
arnamentsof che Spirtin him are (weer and plet- 
fing. 

37U of gold we will make, Yea God, the Fas 

V 835.11 ther, che Seanc, and che holy Gholthe moſt diet- 
ſed and glorious Trinity, will deck and ſer hint 
forth morc and more, and: beſtowe more good 
things vpon him; and more enrich hiny with all 
heauenly blcflings, transforming him from glory 
vnto glorie. 


Vans.12 Ay Spicknard giveth forth his ſenell:) Theſe pro- 
miſcs comfort che Chriſtran foale, and bring 4 
ſweet refreſhing ro-the (enſes, 

Ay Welbelaned 15 45-4 bundicof myrels;) Achnow- 

Vz xs. 12, ledgingallco come from:Chraſtandtrom the ver- 

14. rye of his pawer. 

Whole excellency we muſt conſider nor limply, 
asitreſterhin himſelf-,buras by the (weete influ- 
ence ofhis graces he makerh vs perrakers ofir. 

And lince he vouctateth ro beſtow thele ſiweere 
things vponvs eu: nnowwhileſt wee are ſtrangers 
from him, and walke hecreby' faith and nor by* 
fight, what. and how great things: muſt thoſe 
nceds be whichthen wee ſhaltenioy- when Chriſt, 
which is our like ſhall regeale himwel £2- 
ven? ; 

Vunrs.I5 Echoldthon art faire ee.) In the 'ioyfolf expec- 
tation of which happy and bleſſed tine thar wee 

taine 
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hive notnor bediſcouraged, Chriſt doth ſtill con= 
firme his loue vnto vs: and by his Word and the 
comfort of his {pirit aflureth vs how plcaſing wee 
are in his (i : both thorough oor imputed 

ceoulne "which makerh vs faire, all faire bc- 
fore him : and for the fruits of holineTe and (anc- 


eification-in a- doue-like chaltity, and fimplicity 

withourany guile. 
Beholl thew art &c..) Wee againe returne the Vans.16, 

praile of all thisvnto him who is our only righ- 

reoulneſſe, andeh rough whom alone iris that we 

bring forth fruit alwaies freſh and . 

andacceprable vito Godthrough the communi- 

on we hauewirh Chriſt, dwelling and walking in 

the middeſt of vsas in = —_—_— temples. 

The bewty of our whe. ood of Vans. 17, 

Chriſts glory tro be ſeen rw ublick yn 

Ce a Geitin ciui] Courts &meerings! 

at faires & at markets,in paſtimes & { 


Jpn" thovgh all ner aire 
| Burifwewill ſee Chriſtin his 
bew RT aradche Church atid congrega- 
ha his Saints, where the lame ſhincrh and ſticw=- 


ah ir (cife/iy the minuſtery ofthe VYartt att Sn. 
ETAmients. 


bz CHAB.. 


VsRsS.2 


Vans}; 


CHAP, II, 


Vags. l. 1anthe Roſe ©. ] 


[F535 L the good wee have commeth from 
A 2 Chriſt, who. is molt ſweere himlelfe, 


3, and the author of ſweetnefſe vneo 0- 
thers. 

*f14 Lille.) The Chriſtian _—C—— and 
falkioned by the mighty operation of his ſpirit,ex, 
cellerh af che world belide : for inthem onely are 
all ſognd yertuesto be found; Piety, Fuſftice,chaſti- 


temperance, prudence, fortitude, —_ : 
which eyther - atallin the wicked, or atthe 
leaſt they hape but a thadowe ofthem : dead and 
dric ftalkes onely,the flower 2nd bloflomes ave in 


4 thernes.) All men becfore they bee in 
Chriſt are butthornes : not only vnproficable and 
voidof good, bur noxious and hurtful, repleniſhed 


with all cull. | 
8 the eApletree Ec. ſo us my well-beloned,) The 
Chriſtian man never ſatiskerth himſcife with the 

magnifying of Chriſt, 
under bis ſhadow & 6.) The ſhade of whoſe 
bowghs 


- 


i... 
A 
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bowghsdorh ſo refreſh his ſoule,tharhe delighicerh 
ge Rand hauc his aboade vnder it for ever :for 
hec onely itis that with his (weet ſhadow fencerh 
vs fromthe burning wrathof God; 

For ſweets is his fruit G6. ] Being renewed by 
the holy Ghoſt hee conceiverth an incomparable 
delight in thoſe good things thar are ſo wroughe 
within him: In compariſon whereof he defpiſerh 
all rhe gew-gawes, tharthe world foadmireth an 
doaterh after, © | 


He broweht me ins his banqueting houſe, ) They, as. 4 


author of our vocation, regeneration, iuſtification, 
fanQification;and (alnation is Chriſt, whoſe owne 
moſt ſacred hands leave vs tothjs (weete arid des 
liphefull feaſt, 
-* hadiwy loue) The cauſe hereof is nor invs, bur 
from himlelfc,firt loving vs;and by his loue as by 
abaninerſet before vs; drawing vs to loue him a+ 
gaine,and torange our ſelues vnder his cofoors, = 
oy ny vs (oneereabour him and (o faft 
vnto him, by the power of his Spirit, rliar jr isim- 


poſſible any fhould pull vs our of tis Fanids, or . 


that ſo much as one of thoſe ſhould periſh, whom 
God the Father hath ginen varo Chrift. 


Stay me, hold me op) The inftrumenrall cauſe y | 9.5, 


he vſeth isrhe preaching of che Word by his mi- 
niſtcrs and ſeruants, | 
with theſe flagons, with theſe apples:') The Word 
F ſay of reconciliation, which is te ioyfol and 
glad ridings of our peace made with God, ſweeter 
thepthe bony and the hony combe,and therefore 


com». 


Obfernations on Chap. 1» 


compared hcre £0 wine and apples: nar. Joes 
cincal the Lane ,whichisthe miniftery 


condemaation. 

on ore) carer ypange where this heg- 
yenly Golpcll lounderh, arc excellent beiperto 
quicken our dulacſle, and co make vs tcele a grea- 
ter mealure of che loue of Chriſt: 

Fox 1 am fick of lone.) * For che heart ofa faichfoll 
man,cucn when & is beſt affteRed,is lubict co ma» 
ny qualmes,to much vexation and dilquietaefle of 


_ -minde: ro hee cuen lick aair were, for the {aue of 


Vans 6. 


Vnns.7. 


Ctuiſt,hecaulc he cannot enioy him as bee wouid. 
Andthenisihe word preached molt Gyerte vaco 
hisfoule, — 
Hi left &6)) The wholevertue —_ 
the miniſtery commerh trom Chit : 
ter and plang, bur he only giuerh.the ha 
doe cher worthy endeavour co ſtay and vnder- 
ro Goh. hue that norwiuthſtanding,ve ſhall 
pou «lng ground, i Chriſt part PU not tO 
1s hand co keepe ys vp 
Lefh hand, rithe band, Yea ſuch is our vntow; 
wrdnefſe, the paturail corrupiion that is in vs, fo 
So -0ur new birth ſo marucilous,ſa 
o hee brought abour, and co goe through 
, that wee had ncede of both che hangs of 
ae becabout vs, toclaſpe and hollvas faſt, 
leaſt we fall away, 
I adiure Gre.) *) The belcener is wrapt with an 
exceeding ioy and comfort. when once hee ferlerh 
him{clje ro haue Chriſt, andco lic asit were in his 
armes. 


CHAP. 3, Solomons Song. S vg 


1 ſought :) Theconferences of Gods chil 
their on of (nnesone vnro m1 
murvall praiers for each other, whet one an other; 
as iron whetterh iron : and « 1s a{weere thing to 
conuerſe with {uch , by whom wee may this way 
reccivecomforrt, 

The Wath-men &6:) Eſpecially the holy Mini- Y gx, 3. 
eric ſhinerh moſt, and is che ſlanificd mcanes to 
bring vsroChrift. 

Yer God delayerh hiscomforts manietimes, &- 
uento thoſe that with vpright hearts and con(ci- 
ences from the bortome of their ſoule ſeeke atrer 
him : 

That wee may tearnenor to depend vpon the 
meanes , but vpon God, and co atrributeall co his 
race and vertue, | 

Chriſt rherefore ts notalwaics to bee found to 
our minde, nor inour ſenſe andfecling, though 
we vicall good and holy mcancs for ir, 

Howberr, for all thar, he is indeed alwaies pre- 
ſent with his people. 

did ye ſee him whom my /oule loueth ?) Theloue of 
Chriſt cannot bce concealed : a man may ſooner 
kcepe in the winde with his fiſte, or ſtay the oynt- 
ment of his right hand from bewraying it (elfe 
(as it is Prow. 27. 16) then nor to vtrer his loue to 
Chriſt, whomſocuer he mect, fitly withall, I ſpake 
of thy Lawe before Princes (fayth Dawd) and was 
nor aſhamed. 

1 found ham, ec.) Chriſt being foughe careful- Va x3. 4. 
ly and diligently , willat the length bee found ac» 

N 
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Obſernations on CHAP. 3. 


cording to his muſe ; Seeke and ye ſhall inde, 6. 
bencuerrerarnerk the deltresof his icroants cmp- 


rie. 

When 1 had paſt but « little from them) This he doth 
manie times when there 13 leaft hope,an41 when all 
meanes haue beene vſed and doe not preuatte : for 
even the (ced of the word bringeth nor forth froic 
by and by , but lorkerh and is buried vader the 
cloddes of the earth till the time appointed forir 
tro ſhooce vpand ro ſhow it leife, 

whom my ſoule loneth.) He is then ſweereſtto ys 
when he hath leemcd fora whileto abſent himſelf, 
and to have nominde of vs. And that maketh 
him ſo oft to withdrawe the comfortable beames 
of his glorious preſence, charſo he might whet our 
affetions, and ſer an edge vpon them. 

1 tooke hold ow him, ) For thus when he ſhewerh 
himſclfe againe vnro vs, wee beginne to hae our 
faith reuived, weelay taſter holde vpon him, and 
with all the powers of our ſoale, cleave as neere 
vnto him as ever we did before. 

So we cometo be poſſeſicd of ſpirirvall ioyand 
gladacſls,then we are brought abedde (as it were) 
ina {wecte {eepe of the peace of conſaence , and 
then our heart is lifted vp to heaucn with holic 
praiers and meditations. 

w2t tolet him goetill, &c-) The faithfall man, 
with purpole of heart cleauerh roche Lord , ( as 
Barnabas d1d exhort, Act 11.23.) and hathaho- 
ly purpoſe, andChriftian cc IuuUAR acre co pare 
hom him veto the end. 


I ad- 


—————_— 


CHae. 3. Solomons Song. 91 


Rm It Cyr ms Vans. F. 
tohaues feeling and a en{ton of Chriſt, (cf 

cially after hee hath fonnd what it isto lacke 

him) heis carefull co auoide all occafionsthat may 

giue Chriſt caule rodepare. 

Come vp,) Thething that aboue all other affe- Vas. 6. 
Rech a Chriſtian mans heart t5 the loucand medi- 
cation of the heanenly gjorie ; 

Ont of the wilderne ſe, ) Incompariſon whereof 
he eſteemeth this world as a wildernevin of 
fruicfull and pleaſant fields. And longeth ro come 
out of thele rough and delcrr places into the 
Lords champions. 

whe is fbe ) It is indeed 2 hard piece of worke to 
leauc the world, todenic vngodlineſſc and world - 
ly vanitics, and tolift a mans heart and affeQion 
vp to heauen: 

with Mirrh, &c.) None can attaine 
vnto it, but thoſe whole cies God ſhall cleer to (ee 


and behold the excellency of thar place. 

For the heavenly glorie dooth incomparably V z x3. 7. 
excel] : chere isall ſafety ro theperſon: d. &c. 

All ſweetneſle to the ſenſes : Vans. 9. 

All pretious things and rickes, a!l pleaſures and V « rs. 10 
delights. 


The gloric of all the earth , Solomen himſclfe Van ull 
in his greatcit braucrie, 1s not to bee compared 
rot, 

Theglorie, the pleaſures and delights, which 
God giuerh heere ro the ſornes of men, for their 


comfort and reioycing, muſt affe& our hearts 
N 2 with 


\ | > 


hb ———_— 
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wick a holiemeditatioato thinke how farre more 
excellent thoſe things bee that are aboue : and 
make ys thereby the more earneſtly co ſeeke af- 
cerchemm. This is the holie vie weeareto make 
of the lawefull pleaſures of this life, 


TY 


Come forth and looke ye daughters of T ſyon, Te 
is the duetie ofa Chriſtian man co tir vp other to 
this. heauenly meditation, as Chriſt by his Spi- 
pit hath ſtirred him. 


et a 


CHAP. IIIL 


VaRs. I. Behold, thow art Oc. | 


SS Hriſt much delighteth to ſee a Chri- 

£5 ſtian fo affected as is ler forth in the 
; tormer Chapter, and rendreth therc- 
tore due commendations: prayling 
* him for the graces that himſelte hath 
beftowed vpon him, and {v crowaing his own gifts 
in him : with all, making him co ſee what 1s his 
bleſſed eſtate both in this life, and inthe life ro 
come. 

Faire,) The trac belicuer thorough faith in 
Chrift, is molt perfectly holy and righteous, both 
wholly and in euerie part : as having ia him ob- 
trained by tmpuration the whole rightcoulncile at 
the lawe. 

The verenes which 2 Ehriftian is moſtes | a- 
bour tor , and which.beleeme him beſt are, 

1 are Dowes eyes,) Firft, lLudgement and 

—_— in all his ations, to have his _—_— n his 

pu a , Eeclejiaft. : 
N } 


, 
; "ww 


' Objernations on  Cuar. 3. 


cording to his promiſe ; Sreke and ye ſhallfinde, Ce. 
be neuer returnerh che deſiresof his icraancs cmp- 


rie. 

When thad paſt but s Little from them) This he doth 
manie times when there is leaft hope,and when all 
meanes haue beene vicd and doe not preuaitle : for 
even the (ced of the word bringeth nor forth froic 
by and by , but lurkerh and is buried vader the 
cloddes of the earth till the time appointed forir 
to ſhoore vpand to ſhow it leife. 

whom my ſoule loneth.) He is then ſweereftto vs 
when he harh leerncd fora whileto abſent himſelf, 
and to have nominde of vs. And that maketh 
him ſo oft co withdrawe the comfortable beames 
of his glorious preſence, tharſo he might whet our 
affetions, and ſet an edge vpon them, 

1 tooke holdow him, ) For thus when he ſhewerh 
himfelfc againe vnto vs, wee beginne to have our 
faith reuived, weelay faſter holde vpon him, and 
with all the powers of our ſoule, cleave as necre 
vnto him as _— —_ - 

So we cometo be poſſeſiced of ſpirirual{ ioyand 
pladacſls,then wr are brought abedde anicwere) 
ina ſwecre (Jeepe of the peace of conicence , and 
then onr heart is lifted vp to heaucn with holic 
praiers and meditations. 

wot tolet him gortilh, &c-) The faithfall man, 
with _ of heart cleaverh roche Lord, ( as 
Barnabas d1d exhort, A 11.23.) and hatha ho- 
ly purpoſe, aadChriftian cc luwunn acurce ro parc 
hom him vero rhe end. 


I ad- 


CHae. 3. Solomons Song. 91 


tr commeth Vars. 5. 
tohaure feel! apprehenſion of 

cially after hee hath once found what it is to 
him) be is carefulleo avoide all occathonsthet may 
giue Chriſt cauſe rodepare. 

Come vp,) The thing that aboue all ocher affe- Vaus. 6. 
Reth a Chriſtian mans heart 13 the logcand medi- 
cation of the heanenly gjoric ; 

Ont of the wilderne ſe, ) Incompariſon whereof 
he eſteemerh this world asa wildetnevin of 
fruicfull and pleaſant fields. And longeth ro come 
out of thele rough and delcrt places into the 
Lords champions. 

who is fhe ) It is indeed a hard piece of worke to 
leauc the world, todenic vngodlineſſc and world- 
ly vanitics, and to lift a mans hcart and affeion 
vp to heauen: 

with Mirrh, &c.) None can attaine 
wy _ , = thole whole _ God ſhall cleer ro ſee 
old the excellency of that 

For the —_ gloric _—— Vang 7. 
excel] : chere is all ſafety to theperion: d. &c, 

All (weetneſle tothe ſenſes : Vans. 9. 

All pretious things and riches, a!l pleaſures and Vs x5. 10 
delights. 

The gloric of all the carth , Solomen himſclfe Vans 11 
in his greatcſt braucrie, is not tro bee compared 
ro it. 

Theglorie, the pleaſures and delights, which 
God giueth heere to the ſonnes of men, for their 
comfort and reioycing, muſt affe@& our hearts 

N 2 with 


1 


b 
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_ - wick a holiemeditatioato thinke how farre more 
excellent thoſe things bee that are aboue : and 
make ys. thereby the more carneſtly co ſeeke af- 
cerchery. This is the holie vic weeareto make 
of the lawefull pleaſures of this life, 


in Cameforth and lake je danghterrof 7 lgow,) Te 

is the duetic ofa Chriſtian man co ſtir aloe to 
this, heauenly meditation, as Chriſt by his Spi- 
it hath ſtirred him. | _, 20 


wo 
; Er, - 14 


SPIE. 


CHAP. IIIL 


EE S | 


VisRs. 1. Behold, thow art &xe.] 


SS Hriſt much delighteth to (ce a Chri- 
1s ſtian fo affected as is (erforth in the 
Aon tormer Chapter, and rendreth therc- | 

: fore due commendations : (i 
S IEA * him for the graces that himCife back 
beftowed ypon him, and fv crowning his own gifts 
in him: with all, making him to ſee what 1s his 
'bleſſed eſtare both in his life, and inthelifero 
come, 

Faire,) The trac belicuer thorough faich in 
Chrift, ismoſt perfetly holy and righteous, both 
_ and in-euerie-part : a5 having ia him ob- 

by impucation the whole rightcoulacligat 
> lawe. 
44: The verrnes which @4:Shriftian is makes! a- 
bour for , and which.beleeme him bcſtare, «4 , 
thine 5 are Dowes eyes,) Firſt ,ludgement and 
fi ein all Kis-aQtions, to have his eyes in his 


hcad as Solomon {peaketh 5 —_ 2.14. 


Thy 


a 


94 | Objernationson Cuar 4 
"Mx Thy heart is like &c) Secondly, lobrietic and a 
comely cariage 


Ti 


— = gg £ . 
Thy temples, ) Filtly, ro a8ca more piricuall 
graces them worldly things. 
Vans.4 Thynehktis as «Tower &6.)Sixtly, Conſtancie 
in the waics of gedli 
A thouſand T argar1 hang, 6.) And to baueal- 
waies ina readinefſe the compleat armour of Chrt- 
ſtian Souldiers. 
V nn8.5. Thy two brea#ts, &.) Seauenly, To long afrer 
the fincere milke ofthe word of God chat we may 
growevp by it. 1. Pet. 2.2. 
Vane 6s 1 willgetrmeGc.) Chriftis alwaics preſent and 
Ce ie cnke 
is i the of t to 
him in all his 4 
Theſe s] The holinefſe and ſanfificati- 


on w vom og 0 mus ae. 
weake and imperfe& , fubict ro much ignorance, 
m—a— ſhadowes, ſo as wee are theucr here co 
dreame of purity or perfefion. 
Flie swaie.) Bur the rime ſhall certainly core 
_—_— ut off cheſe nagges and be cloathed 
ViRs.7 T how art all ſdire, Op) Our holinefſc now im- 
.perfcR and mingled wich A——— 


Cuar, 4+ my. Solomens Seng, 


ſhall be made perfe& that no ſpec or werame (hall 


be lefria vs. 


With me ſhalt then came | None ſhall periſh of Yar 5. x 


thoſe whom God hath given vneo Chriſt. 

From Lebanow, from the top of Amana , from the 
top of Shenir and Hermen,) The furtheſt and moſt 
remote places cannot keepe thera: the craggedelt 
and rougheſt rhickers eannor dcetaine rhem ; the 
height nor cannot conceale them : 

From the dennes of Lions : From the modntaines of 
) Thecruelic and moſt layaye enemies 
of the Church ſhall not be able —_— chem :nor 
hell gates ro prevuaile againſt e Heere isthe 
pwn of Gods people. 

Bur chis we moſt arme our (clucs for, that whi- 
leſt we continue here, wee are toliuc amongſt Li. 
ons and Leopards, barbarous and ficrce enemies, 
Tyrancsand flours ; we muſt looke for ba- 
nithments imprifonmems , to wanderin che 
movntaines, to be chrowen in holes and dennes, 
to be af —_— _ diftreſſ:d on you have 
examplcs of ir, #eb. 11.) This is the perperuall 
condition of the Church of God. $e 

By how much the more wee arc to waite for 
that happy time, when as ia the ycere of [ubile we 
ſhall all returne ynto our poſſeſſions againe : when 
wee ſhall hcare no more the voice of the exactor, 
and when the ſervant (hall bee free from his Mair 


ſer. 
T hon (oult lacke downe from, © 5.) This (ball 
kcape vp ioy vpol loy (0vs, that wee thal. then 


looke 


—_— —_ 


Obſernattons on Cuany 


Vsrs,9. 


V =. 10. © 


VErs.11 


Vens.12 


laoke ouer theſe men,that is, triumph oucr them, 
that now ſodominier over vs: when nor only our 
(clues ſhall be in heauen in the place of all happi- 
neſſe, bur haue before vsand in ovr cies the (1ghr 
of their miſery, 

Thou haſt rauiſhed &c. ) God is not onely de- 
lighted, bur in a manner raviſhed with a loue of his 

races in'vs. 

my /iſler) For he doth behold vs as the brethe= 
ren of Chriſt : brethren both by vnity of rhe-ſame 
nature, and communion with one hcaucnly Fa - 
ther. 

Spouſe) Yeaneercr then brethren, being even 
heere eſpouſed and berrothed to him. 

How faire &c.) And _ dy the annointing of 
the ſpitit,that wee cannor fall away, bur abide and 
continne his for cuer, 

Which giueth vs more contentment and heart(- 
calc ,then all pleaſures that are carthly, 

Thy lips drop the hony combe: &c ) The tongue 
of euery Chriſtian (not only of a miniſter in the 
pulpir, though that eſpecially) and the droppin 
of his lippes,cuen in his private and familiar dif: 
conrſes, is {weeter then the hony or the hony- 
combe, as that which giueth grace to the hearers: 

the ſanour of thy garments, is as the ſauonr of Leba= 
#on.) Such an one is moſt plealingro God, of as 
fragranta ſmell asthe (mell of Libanus, 

My ſiſter ſpouſe s) The Church of God hath 
two (ingular prerogatiuesaboucall other compa- 
nics and ſocieties of men. 


4s 


© - 
>>> /®»pT 
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Gp nag He 
454 gardaine &e)-Firk ic, js cho. pillar, 2d © © 
ground of truth : forghee onelyargbag wo of 

the Lardrwwnofrttung cahere is. the w$ll head, and 

there onely flow the lweexe ſtreames gt pure doc- 

crine.[c;15 variſty; errout, ſupertician and. doccit 

hm wn 4 yy nmol 

Jſealed-op,) Secondly it is byly, no polly, 
red or vncleane thing canenter or haye aboade in 


it. 1 
ring fountsmme,) Thepreaching of the Vord is 

aa 1 hat wazereth and maketh to encrealc 

all che beds and plants ofthe Chuiftely ot God. : . 
AChriftiariman knowing his ftuygs 0 bemoſt Ve xs. 17, 

ſwecetevaro God;! 1.1): 1 tt tn bc rpg 4 14 
Is deſirous to bring forth. plenty, and ackaow- V x x5.1 5, 

edging al rocom trom God,continually praycrh 16. 

to be inſpired and breathed vpon by his guod ſpi- 


ritto performe it, 


—Jaunlaine af tht preancr) Chriſt is the onel 
fountain that warrcth al the parts of the Charch 
his gardaine : the miniſters arc onely his inſtru- 
and can doe nothing but water and plant : 

ioedcreaſe commeth from Chriſt. - 

O well of ling waters, &c.) The graccs hee 
beſtoweth vpon his Church arc abundant and in- 
finice,as luingwatersthaticantinually ſpring and 
| flowabroade, | 
So North, 0 South, &xc. Let theſe waters ouerſlow 
| theſpicesofit.) Hee neucr denyerh his ſpirit to thoſe 
| thataske it with atrue faith, bur is ready ro@graunt 


the delire of his [eruancs to make them fruitful, 
O and 


yz Objetwations ow  CHar. 4. 
EY 
come, Gre.) And the thing 
he eimmdoardithewerlddefcen 
isthe of Chriſt. 
Yuus.r7. 1 amen intomy gardaine Oo.) Yer there being 
3 5A ſomewhar alwaies CE ets Jt is many 
timesgo01 forGodsfai with- 
cure things, cucn ce ſprtuall and be heauenly 


things, which moſt 1 
lo) fe fn) Th The $ irics of the 
righteous doc nowenioy in eucr» 


| Rm feeminddenk, that thereby 
Hh nn of this life with vaſpeaks- 


bleandendlefle pleaſures. 


CHAP.YV. 
' Vans. 1. theing aſecepe,] 


FaJ\ | RX Chriſtian man, cuen the beft ,is ma- 
= y ny times overtaken wich carnall ſe- 
A, 


= intoa traunce or ſlum- 
{ cth himſeclfe and his hea- 


' uenly Sling , andis lulled a (leepe 
with che or and dclights of this pre- 
fene wicked world: Not keeping that watch 
oucr his owne foule which hee ought: ( Mathew 
25. ay allſiept : the wile virgins as well as the 


ym rock) Yer his faich (for all that) 
not quire out but lyeth hid and coyered vn- 
the aſhes, it is ſmothered, bur not extindt; as 
may bee ſcenein Peter, of whom our Sauiour bea- 
zxech witneſſe, 7 have projed for thee, that, in the 
I that adragrranetel, op faith fboald 
Bat f arte. 

eere is one maine difference betweene the 
children of God and others: Oneſinne of infir- 
mity, che other wilfully : all ſlecpe indeede, bet 


the godly doe bur amber _ winke, when che 
wice 


fleepe 
ſinne with al their heart, fromrhev 
Ptopher vpbrabdectrabent. herds ty 
dren haucareſiſtance within, and firive and-trghe 
S againſt ic in ſom fort,cuenthen when they are molt 
oucreaken with the wheraurie of the ficlh : their 
heart is ſound with God: ſinne dwelleth, bur raig» 
neth not in them erhey proant vnder the burden 
of it, miſhke it as touching the inner man : there is 
aftrite within them in char very bowells, as bee- 
tweene Rebercacs twinnes (atype ofthe Church, 
" Kidot enery-faithfull man.) To conclude, in the 
godly there” is a fitiffe- berwerne their heart and 
there heart, bur inthe wicked onely between their 

- hearr and their conſcience, | 
\'17$-#+98) The Chriltiandelighteth romakezon- 
KM6h of his finnes;, to acktowledge his ownc 
wrerchednefſe and virworthinetle, that God may 
hauethegreaterglory. Hee ſticketh not himlelte 
robave blutht e&kos,!0 honour & praiſe may 
come ey/Godrahd's tor alhimed oobethe rrom - 
*pttor of-his"oine .toproach,' T bis 15 truerepen - 


- WAGs UEG FH IRON 4, ; 
x Hceyre7) One mark o thereof is a holy an- 
INN haos, ampiitymg 


andenlarging all the circumſtances of our-hwac, 
th rakent more odious, andto bring vs vnto a 
gener lomiimpotie, ' 7 | 
"© #1995 D179 arvle!) But the Chriftiaty thoog!: 
brf*reGodand mon tre thake contellion of bis 
favr 


_———_-———_—_—_— 
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Faye anti be the propercy-of/rtue repentance 


a min ro aggtinite, noc-to- leſſen; his offenec, 
as not (atisfying His owne4oule with a deteftation 
of his wicked waies 7 yet hee viethallo.a holy ox- 

 cule and defence; that Sarhandy bis overchary ing of 
bimſelſt (to'yſe the Apoltles phraſe 2:Co24.) 
take not aduanrage to caſt him 'downe farther 
then is meere, and todriue him into deſpairc : 
Hee therefore wreſtleth with his owne fovle ta 
gather all argumenes that may bee to his conſci- 
ence,thar theſe his offences were done of frailety 
and through infirmircy of the fleſh, that kis heart 
is ſincere & vpright to God ;rhar his faith, chough 
fore ſhaken was not quite battered and ouercome 
&c. This is the wiidome of a ſound Chriſtian ; 
And heere is a noble example of that other 
marke of repentance which the Apoſtle (2.Cor.7. 
11.) calleth an Apologieor cleeringof ones (elfe, 
the voce of my well-beloued,) Trae repentance 
commerh not from our ſelucs,it commerth by the 
preventing grace of Chriſt : nor onely that repen- 
tance which 1s our firſt converſion to Ged, but the 
raiſing of vs vp, when being conuerted weetall in- 


to any {inne, | 
The principalcauſe of this our conuerfion is the 


"'Spirir- of 'Chrift knocking ar the doore of our 


. 


heart, | 
._ The meanet i» hs voice ſpeaking-to our outward 
eats,{peciatly by the eninifiery of the Word and 


Caric degret;by thaftiſements and correions. 
O 3 bot» 


132l:buc Forcherablo in uſccon- * 
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Bonnſing,) Wee khauc necde thar. God ſhould 
call vypon vs earneſtly, vehemcncly,and jn nioft ef- 
feftuall manner, So carnall are we of our ſclues, 
and ſo vntowardto hearken to him. " 

Yea, wehad need againeandagainc to be bea- 
cen ypon,, and all lictle enough. So you haue the 
truth of that which Elehu telleth 1ob , God ſpeaketh 
once and twice, and « man doth not diſcerne it, Tob. 
33-14. itn | 
Wee are ſpcedily torurneto God, and not to 
pur off our repentance: for ſo much alſo doth the 
word boun/ing import : Signifying all three thatis 
to ſay, carneſt, and oftcn ing ,.and adcſire 
ſpecdily robelerin. 

Open ] Ofeur (clucsand by nature we arc held 

ifoners and captiues of Sathan, as it were vnder 

ock and key, till Chriſt open the dorcand letys 
looſe by his word and the power of his Spirit, 

'God ceaſeth not to vic all good meanes that 
poſſibly may be deuiſed ro drawe vs home vnto 
him. What, how many , and how gracious argu- 
- ments dooth hee bring in this place ? Taken firſt 
from the cafineſle ofthe thing, it is but to open the 
doore. 

Tome) Secondly, from his owne perſon, open 
to me; not your enemy, but your friend, your lo- 
uer, one that (eekes your good. 

Myſefter Ee.) Thirdly, from our perſonthar 


— 


ſhould not ſticke to doe a greater matcer then that. 
Ay fellow-friend, my Done, my led owe_,) 
Fourthly, by the manacrof his (peaking wich all 


the 


"_ 
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the {weet and kinde words that can be imagined , 
ſpeaking ro-0ur heart (as he ſayth hee will, Hof, 2: 
14.) and beſceching as it were when he may cor- 
maund. «A if Chriftbeſought youby va; layth the 
Apoſtic) 2.Cor. 5.20. 

For my headis filled with dewe : my lockes with 
the droppes of themight. ] Fiftly , by comparing his 
owne carcs, labours and trauziles raken for vs, 
whom wee may be aſhamed ſovnthankfuily to re- 

uire, that wee will doe nothing for him againe, 
Thus he leauerh no meanes vnattempred , no ar- 
guments, no per{waſions tocall vs backe when we 


goe aſtraic, 

The loue of Chrift wherewith hee hath loved 
vs oughtto be a {peciall motiuc for vsto louc him 
ne.--So. Pasl tcacheth, 2, Cor. 5.14.15. For 
loue of Chriſt conſlraineth vs, indging this that if 
ane died fer all, then were all dead. And he died for all, 
that they whith ul or vs more live vnts them- 
fſelues, but nts bim which died far them E2-c. 


To whom I anſwered, Sinne goeth not ſingly y/ 


and alone, one and no more : but the nature of it is 
for one ſinnctodrawe manic other after ir. 

How (bould 1&6.) Sinne for the moſt part is 
joined with of heart ; and where ſinne 
hath once ſeized, without agreat mercie of God, 
ie Koppeth allthe paſſages from admiteing of the 
— beve waſhed my f 

I coats & e. 1 W, cete 
.&: how Bo ove.) Where {im noſleſleth the 
foule, Sathan is ſtrong and forcible, AL 


. a - 
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before vs, to make every babble, not worth the 
naming , to ſeeme a great marrer in our eyes, and 
ſufficieneto hold our Chriſt,” © - /* Gt 
Put it on, Foute them.) A little eaſe & carnal plen- 
ſure, with thoſe that have not their hearts efte= 
Qually touched, preuaileth morerhen all the joics 
and delights that are to be foand in Chriſt... 
Vzxs,3, welbeloued tt downe, & c Wee muſt rev 
ccive Chriſt when hee offereth himſcife vnto vs: 
forif we refuſe him , hee will not alwaies continue 
knocking. Seeke the Lord wohileft hee may be found. 


Eſay 55.6. gry 
But the caſe, pleaſare, azd commodinies of this 
life, are great impediments to hold vs back, and to 


make vs ſecke all manner of delairs. ett g4 

The Word and all other ourward meanes pros 
ficlitcle, vnlefle ir pleaſe God by his fpirie ro make 
the ſame cfeAtnall. Therefore m Hofbes 2.14, 
with the Word ahd with afflittons is ioyned is 
owne petſwading ofys by theitiwatd workingof 
_ Spirir, wichour which the other 2w2lech no- 
x ing. ILETT1 DIS M0," 56s M7Y 
T he miniftery of che Wordbringeth nor foreh 
froic alwaicy at the inftafn:\but- maty ries che 
ſwectc impreſſion that it Teartth brhind;eventhen 
when it ſcemeth to ful by the wait fide, is ar he 
_ his rime , effeQuat! ro drawernta thtb 

_. | 111 3:0 920v 
A y bowels tahting wit iy mrs). God Kercch 
al not his to lie Mill inTecurity; as hee doth tho wite 
| ked; (which is an orter & eberyecevitiels + 


two) 


— TO 


ins ran & 


ewo)but onetime or othor awakneeth them ont of 
the ſleepe of fine, how long ſocuer they continue 
init. 

Thetwodegrees of repentance arc heere to bee 
obſcrued; Firſt, an earning of the hearr, com- 
punRion of ſoule and ſpirit, comming froma ſighe 
of our linnes,and preaching of the Lawe, So it is 
Aid, Davids heart ſmote him when hee cur off the ;,5.m.14 e 
lap of Saul garment, to thinke hee had (o dallicd 
with-that monſter of _ 7 lathe 31.19. brin- 
geth in Ephraim ſaying, After 7 made to know 
7 ſinne 1 willclap on my thigh, mw token of mourning. 

As centrariwiſe-of the wicked theſame Propher 
COTEN There is none that ſaith, What haze T 


I eroſe to open to mywel-beloned. ) The ſecond is 
cd comfort, a raiſt oy of ourlelues Vans. 4 
by the ſweet promiſes ofthe Golſpell. for both ſee 
ts + þ and my fingers ſoft mirrh 
mirr my fingers ſoft miry 
fy the handles of rhelock.) The very —_ that 
Chriſt leaucth behinde him, when to our feeling 
hcedeparteth from vs,and a3 it were the ſhadow of 
his preſence, doth marueilouſly rauiſh a Chriſtian 
man: This ap h by the ioy andcomfore that 
the people of Godtooke in the Arke,the Temple, 
and other ſymboles, which Phineas witc ſhewed 
when ſhe {o bewailed the taking of the Arke, that 
ſhe called her ſonnes name, 1chabod,T he glory us de- 
peried. 2.Sam.q-21. 
How much more fiyeete then muſtit bee tore« 
"= £@ cciue 
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ccive Chriſt himſelfe, ro cnioy his owne preſence, 
which bringeth all good things with it. 

1 aroſeto open & 6.) Arhird note of repentance 
which the Apoſtle ipcaketh of, (a:Cor.7.11.) is 
hcere alſo to be ſcene, fudie,nr care and gents 
that is to ſay,aframing of our heart and dilpoſiti- 
on toawake from (lecpe,and ro feke after Chriſt, 

1 opened C6.) And a puiting of the lame ia cx+ 
ecution, » 

my well-beloved withdrew himſelfe, be paſſed awey,) 

Chriſt for our incredulicy and hardnes of hearr, 
doth ſomtimes af:er a ſort leaue vs for a while 
withdrawing all comfortable {caſe and feeling of 
his grace. This is that (pirguall dclertion char 
Gods chidren may fall into, and is one of thoſe 
keauy iudgergentsthat God pugilbetl: their finne 
withall. 

1fell into a ſwoune) A fourth note af re 
is zcale, to taint for theablence of Chriftz and'ro 
be lick of loue for him. JA 

1 ſought him,7 cryed on him) A fift alſo, to ſeeke 
him,to call andcric ypo him, towander vp and 
downe afrer him ; finally xoleaue nothing yndon 
till wee finde hin, which the Apoſtle calleth alon- 
ging,ordelire atrerhim,  - ' 


becauſe of his [peech:) The meditation: and cal« 


 lngrtomindc ofthe word of God, of that which 


wee have heardin the pu 3lick congregations and 
aſſemblies, is very proficable for the quickning & 

raiſing vp of our loules. 
but | could tot finde bim but bee anſwered me not.) 
Chriſt 


> <4 Bw .Ducciz 
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Chriſto trie the faith of his children ſcemech ma- 
ny tirhes to Yeale very hardly and vnkiddely with 
them : the fountaine of mercy, to have nodrop 
of mercy inhim, So hee dealt with the woman of 
Canaan, Matt 5-22.56. Firſt when ſbee crycd y- 
pon him,hee made himſclfe deafe, hee would nor 


' anſwere one word, but turned himſelfe away, and 


when his diſciples beſought him to ſpeake, how 
vntowardly and techely (as a man with revereicc 
may ſay) doth hee ſeeme to anſwere her? 7 was. not 
ſent but to the loſt ſheepe of the houſe of 1ſraell: Shee 
forall ctharhumbling her lelfe yer more,anc falling 
at his fete, in what reproachfull manner doth hee 
vſc her, calling he» a doppe, or rather for motediF- 

racea whelpe. How muſt not this wound her 
very ſoule? Hethat biddeth allmen learneof him, 
becanſe he is mecke 2nd lowly in heart, to bee (0 
roughto a poore fallie weoman {o deieRing her. 
ſclfe before bm? but whereforc did he ſo? todil- 
courage ordriue her from him? No; but thather 
faith being tryed inthe furnace, might come forth 
purerthenthegold, and afrer many a pluck and 
wreſtle, like arrue Iraclite ſupported by his Spi- 
ric, ſhee might prevaile with God: and (o at the 
| ngth he ſuffereth himſelfe ro be oucrcom by the 
grearneſle of her faith, 

The watchmen that goe aboat the Citie found met.) 53 
A Chriftiagttoclyrepenting will not thinke much -” 
tothrow himſcife into never ſo grear perills and 
hazards forthe recovery of Chriſt, And fo is ex- 


preſſed the fixt marke of repentance : conlifting in 
. P 2 a 
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areuenge ar taking the peny-worths of our lelyes 
for rn former tranigrcſons, not ſhrinking 
now for any danger, but running thorough chick 
and thinne (as wee lay) in the. night, among the 
watch, rocome vnto him. 

All this ſheweth the feare that a Chriſlian.man 
hath,lcaſt hec ſhowld bee overtaken - with drowſi- 
nelſe,as he was before, which is an other and the 
laſt of thoſe ſeaven notes of true repentance,men-- 
cioned 2, Cor.7.11, 

And ſo.haue you in this Chapter, (beſides the 
falles and infirmities of Gods children, and how 
and wherein they differ from other men,) a wor- 
thy example of the cauſe, the mcans,the parts,the 
aro and degrees, and laſtly of the noresand 
markes of their repentance, | 

they ſmote me, they wounded me,) An other pu- 
niſkkaent of our ſinnes is afflition, outward trou- 
ble and perſecution, which God is wont to ſend 
vpon vs, tochaſtile and corre vs, and co make vs 
cometo hims 

the. keepers of the walles tooke |) Thoſe thar-ſhou'd 
bee, the, greateſt friends wncq vs for the. truths 
ſake, proue many times our greateſt encmics,ſuch 
as catrie the name of watchmerrin Gods Church, 
whoſe office itis to encourage and prored vs in 
well doing,none morethcn.they do oppolethem- 
felucs and diſcourage vs in the waics of godlineſle. 

my vaile. from me.) This is a great offence and 
ſtumbling block to Gods children: who by reaſon 
heercof loſe their vaile, that is the hold.of their 

-purk 
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ity and integrity, and begina Iivcle to decline, . | 
== waxe fainter inthe ſeruirig-of God: ' > - 1 
' 1 adjure you] Till by the: company of Gods yy, ... - 
children in che communion of- Saints, they begin a 
to cake beart.againe, and corecover their ſpirits, 
and ſo afrcſh follow after Chriſt, | 
" gr davghh 5 of dern/alem) T he{oiocty of the-god- 
ly is at. exc ellentmeancs to ſtirte menvp, and. to 
kindle jo. them the holy fire of the loue of Chrift: 
for with them wee:may boldly conferre of ſach 
thingsarthe wotld (agourerh net, .nor.bath' any 
reliſhins. p2r: 2. 
if ye finde Ex.) Yea, though they benotcome 
as we in comprehending thelengthbreadth, 
endidepth of eckmtloiy of the lobe-of Chrilt, 
_ Whatisthire im thy well-belowed? &5.fIttothoie V 
thatdwellinthe Church ir be firange co. ſee the * © 
aſſ>asthat many of the gadly are excrciſed-wich 
jn<bcirltonging &rhicſtingatter Chriſt; what {ball 
wethinke of ochermem?= 1 1 I 
White E5+ ruddie fit to beare the b anmer aboue 10000 VE Rs. 9, 
his head, &c. Thethings which weeare ſpecially 10. 
to confader in.Chnill; are ,;-Firſtthis (pirizoa}} glo- 
ry and power; ſhiningeuen this homanity: | 
Hs eyes 45 donuts eyer 1 ). (Secondly, The cies Vers.7! 
of his providence, or the perfection. of the gra» 
ces of the Spirit dwelling in him, whereby hee 
pearceth.every whercand entreth inco mens hares,,. 
freeing the rhings, that are moſt ſecrer, 
Bs lippts; hi pallat joe} Thirdly his doftor-y , xs. ;- 
ſdippe, or Prophetica!l office. 7 I 
LS Pe 
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Vans. 1 J : Hp bi hanlrepe, verge piers of make, 
14. cc.) Fourthlyghiuguuctnment and admin ifirg- 
|. -- tionbfelgeworld; inflory, maieſty and power, 
;chruſhing to pececsthe wicked and vngodly, and 
lira doth {er and oppoſe: ic lelte againſt 
him. 
- "ay this bowels ts a Giving, & of ivory, edawend with 
Suphires : his looke as of Lebanon & ec.) Fifcly "The 
glorifying of his%humanc} nature, which he hack 
purchaſed: by his deachaudfufterings. of 
thay -weaway ſeoke lim (©&>r) The troitofa Chtk. 
ſtian mans temptations is,that other by onr vehe- 
mency arcfiirredvprto feeke Chriſt, 
Caymwell-beloned i gon downe ©. 1 am my well. 
beloueds eve;)- Chriſtmthe cnd is found of thole 
that feekHimthough heablent himlelfe for a tine, 
2s he was of the woman of Canaan, Afa7.15.28. 
And thisis our comfort, that God is faithfal}, 
who wiltnorfuffer vs:ro bee: rempred aboue out 
ftrength,bur in egery temptation, how great ſoe- 
ucr, will giue vs a meanes howto come out of it, 
I Cor 16.13.-- 

By muraallconferenceand communication of 
of our faith ,we have the fame ftrengthened, and 
nouriſke and. kigdle inourſeluesa holy longing 
atrcr _ 
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Rue repentance walketh off all the 
Y {pots and deformities that our finnes* 
bring vpon Vs. | | 
terrible 45. an armie with banners.) 
ny The ine a Chriſtian is Fatrefare 
vponearth ? For the enabling of him ro hight. 
the. Lordes battailes ,,, God infuſerh” into his 
heart an heroicall and noble courage: for though 
hee fall, yet he rilerh vp againe: though hee bee 0- 
veraken, yet bee gerteth our and reconbreth his, 
ſirength, * — | we RR 
Which maketh Sathan to feate the faith of a 
Chrillimg b uſe hee knoweth ir is built vpgn, 
that © va which. the gages of hell cannot preugile. 
againſt, —_ 
0 turn thine, eyzs ouer -4g ainft me, )) Our flippes 
and failes myſt not dilcoyrage vs : but Re ie Va _ 
lJowke. vp to Ch if wich a Juely faith and beef I* 


comfort, 


«3! " AT. 


that they may lift me vp) For Chriſt glorieth ad 
rakerh plcaſure in, the faith of his people: itreioy - 

cerh his heart,u;d he thinketh hi mleclfe the bereer 
| for - 
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toric,being affeed with their mileries, and is glad 

when they arecomforted. 

Thy hatreis &c.) Thc holineſſe and righteouſC 
neſſe of a Chriſtian is not loſt by the manifold in- 
firmitics hee falleth inco; But4t remaineth erme 
and conſtant in cuery part; becauſcic wholly re- 
ſteth in the power and grace of God. 

Vers.5. Let therebe bo. Bucenes, @c.) All theglory be 
excellency in the world, the _—_ of — 
their pompous traine,are notro bee compared ta 
the happineſſs ora Chritn, _ 

Vas. 6. Thatone &*6.) There is but one company & ſoci- 

ety in the world,wher ſaluation isro be had:that is 

the Chur ofCod,which is one, becauſe there is 
no.more but ſhe, oncbecaule ſheis only & entire- 
ly beloyedof God. | 

\ m7 deve.) Oae becauſe ſhe iseleRont of all the 
Log 


ry 
wine wndefiled one,) Oneberavſe ſhee keepeth 
Mu Sek the ſame vnto her ſpouſe, Ley 
chaſt,and vndehiled. 
that ene with her mother) To this Church every 
Chriſtian man ieynerh hitnſclfe, ang profeſſerh to 
be amember'thereof, neot? making rent, ſthilme, 
nor diuiGop from it: thoſe that goe ovr fromit, it 
isa roken they were, iti on moore = Sy 
! | | 4[oonegs they ſee.) God his Church vee-" 
BY: og ine oh >: Thar is;hee Sacith 
his people wich ſuch. bleſſings of his ſpirits makes 
chem an'admirationtothe world. This is the privi- 
icdge of chole chat dell inthe Church of = 
Pawwes ortien ir IO uI0 T3 10 Sr oy” 
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the maydens ſhall account ber bleſſed, the Queenes 
and Concubines ſhall praiſe her.) The profane world- 
lings are forced to preterre che ſtare of Gods chil- 
dren before their owne, and to wiſh they vvere 
like ynto them, As Sawl, Pharaoh, Balaam and 0- 
thcr did. 


% 


Goodly as the morning, faire as the moone , pureas V £85.7. 


the Sunne.) The way of arighteous man is like che 
Sunne ſhining, that ſhincth ſti!] more and more 
vntothe ſteddie day, Prov. 4.18. Or, as Pawl ſaith, 
(Keoms. 1.17. ) wegoe from faith co faith,our faith 
continually growing as the morning doth, and 
from one degreeof perfection toan other : from 
che beauty of the moone, to the cleercnefle of 
the Sunne. | 


To the preined gardaines, ) The kingdome of y ; vs, x, 


God, thegluric of the heauenly 7eruſalem is that 
which we ought alwaies to meditate of, andrto 
haue the eyes of our ſoules fixed and bent vp- 
on: becing like the gardaines that are kept dre(- 
ſed, moſt pl:aſant and good!y tothe cye, and that 
yceld all ſweerand deleQtabletruir, 

1 went downes)) Chriſt himleclte by his exam» 
ple inviteth vs rotake pains to watch and obſerue 
the time of his comming: whereunto he doth ex- 
horr. Math. 24.47. | 

To ſee the greene plants of the wal'ey : to ſee if the 
Y ing flouriſbed if the Pomegranets budged.) By carch- 
ly he wee muſt learne to medirare on heauen- 
ly : and if wee be able to difcerne of the cimesand 
ſcaſons of the yecre, that when wee [ce the trees 

to 


II4 Objeruations on | Cuay. 6 


to put forth leaves, wee know Sumacr is neere, 
is it aot a (ſhame to hauca lcſle infight into thole 
things that are the {1gnes and forerunners of the 
—_— of the Sonne of God to iudgemeant ? 
This wilcdome our Sauiour teachecth vs. CAL 41th. 
24+. 32,33- 

There be manic {ignes of this glorious com- 
ming of Jelus Chiiſt : tor which, ſee thac whole 
chaptcr, Mathew 24. 

V £rs. 9, Whenl diſcerned it not my minde ſet me ) Chriſt 
loucth not tobe lenger abſcar from vs then needs 
he muſt. 

upon my free hearted, ) Chriſtian mea are free- 
hearted - and of a wil-ng minde: (cruing 
Chriſtchcerfully,joifully, rcadily P/alzr. x 20. nor 
of ncceflity or conſtraint. 

peoples cheriats.) In fuch doth Chrilt delight ro 
dwell,co be borne vp by chem,& co haue tham for 
his chariots. 2.Cormih. g.7. Gedloucth 4 cheerefull 


er ..... 
V rr. 10. Reterne,) The voiccand calling of Chriſt is the 
meanes of our converſion. 

Returne 6 Shall &>-c. retarne, returne) Who cal- 
leth vs carneſtly & continually rocome vmeo him, 
and nt to delay nor purit off: for that doth the 
doubling and rrebling, and fowre times repeating 
of-the word retwrae, import. 

0 Shwlamite | Yca, he victh all manner of kind 
and loving ſpeeches to perlwade, as O my Shulls- 
wie, or my perfett one: tor all which tce before 
Chapter 5, 1. 


Cuan, 6. Solawaons Song, 


A Chriſtian man is perte& by the impuration 
of Chriſts rightcouſnciic : perfeR alſo with an E- 
vangelical], nota legall perfection: ( that is rofiy, 
ofa ſound and vpright heart longing for perf-&i- 
on) eucn in regard of their re holineſſe or 
lanQification, 

that we may behold thee) Sinne ob{cureth Gods 
graces in.vs, and maketh chat Chriſt hath no de- 
ightto looks vpon vs: bur faith andrepencance 
xcltorerh vs ta bes favorr. 

IVhat behold you in that Shulamite ? as the daunſe 


of the mites )Chriſtcomforteth his ſoulc 
by the bcholding of our holineſſeand rightcoul- 
neſlc, 


How bertifull &c.) Yea he boaſteth andre- Vx xs.1 1. 


wyceth of is: lo-is there ioy in. heaven for ſinners 
thatrepent, Luke 15.7. 

0 dawghter of a Prince.) The cxcellencic of a chri- 
tian Randeth in this,that hee is born again,nnd b 
faith becomeche ſonne of the great king : that ifs 
of the ſpiritincompatably more excelling the life 
ofa naturall man ( take the godlicſt and the gallan- 
reſt) chenthar cxcelleth the life of a bruite beaſt, 

Let not &c.) There is not aaic thing more 
pleaſing to: hing, thence ſpread of the Church of 
God, and acominuali cacreale of the fruitcs of ir, 
which are C—_ uw his ſight as a heape of 
wheatc hedged abqur with Lillics. 

Let no! the liquor faile. Bu! itt thy belly be vc, The 
duties required of him are, 

Firth, Faith continually fruQifying, 

Q 23 2.A 
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LE EE I CIECCCT 
Eo art no 7 | Foy I'w 
monty we of ba humane 2tore, wich Ie hack 
percha at by ba death and ow #7) gh 

that wr anon (oi ann 0) The wratot s Chet 
[han mass crmprations i4,that auher by oor vehe- 
mency awedtirred vp co wee Chiitt. 

Atywill-orienttd « (01 am0wne fo | am ey we'h 
heloneds ore.) Ca ratocadi tound of thoie 
char ſec k him, chough heabient humic ite for @ eane, 
as ho was of the waman of Canaan, Ma7.15.28. 

And this is our comfort, that God is fachfall, 
who wilt noc tuffer vs co bee crempred aboue our 
firengrh,pur in egery tempration, how great (oe- 
ucr, will give vs a meanes howto come out of it, 
I Cor 16.13. 

By martnal| conference and communication of 
of our faith ,we have the fame ftrengthened, and 
nouriſhe and kiqgle inourleluesa holy longing 
atccr Chritt, 


CHAP. 


Von |. Tanar fore ©, 


| ye repentance walkerh of oft the 
(pots and deformues that our nag 


: — Vs 

| Herr ithie 41 ans 0"wnid with bammors.) 
The life of a Cluiftian is 4 warretace 

vpon earth + For the enabling of lym ro bghc 

the Lordes bettailes, God infulerh into his 

heart an heroicall and noble courage : for though 


hee tall, yet he rulcth vp againe : though hee bee 0- 
vercaken, yer hee gerrech our and recunereth his, 


firengrh, 

\Which maketh Sathan to frare the Falth of 2 
Chrillim, hecaule hee knoweth ir is built vpon. 
that ow which the gates of he!l cannot preugile” 

ialt, 
2” turne thine t125 over -4gainft me,) Our flippes V : 
ad failes muſt not diſcoyrage vs: but weemuſt * **** 5 
louke vp ro Chrifl with a Tiudly faith and beef I 
good comfort, , 

that they may lift me vp.) For Chrilt glorieth and 
rakerh plcaſure iny the faith of his people: irreioy - 
cech his heart, 11d he thinketh himlelfe the bereer 

for 


12 


O bferuations on Chap.6. 


Vens.5. 


Vakzs. 6. 


toric,being affefted with their mileries,and is glad 
when they arecomforred. 

Thy hatre ts Ec.) The holineſſe and righteouſC 
neſſc of a Chriſtian is not loſt by the manifold in- 
firmitics hee faileth inro; Bur4t remaineth arme 
and conſtant in cuery part; becauſcic wholly re- 
ſteth in the power and grace of God. 

Let there be 60. Lucenes, @c.) All the glory it 
excellency in che world, che courts of Primces,and 
their pompous txaine,are notro bee compared ta 
thehappineſſe of aChriſtian. 

That one &6.) There is but one company & ſoci- 
ety in the world,wher ſaluavion isro be had:that is 
che Church of God, which is one, becauſe there is 
no. more but ſhe, onc becauſe ſhe is only & cntire- 
ly belouedof God. | 

wy deve, | Oac becauſe ſhe iseleR ont of all the 
world, . 

wine vndefiled one,) Once becauſe fhee keepeth 
her (elfe one and the lame vnto her ſpoule, pure, 
chaſt,and vadefiled. 

that ene with her mother) T © this Church every 
Chriſtian man ieyncrh himſelfe, and profeſſeth to 
be amember thereof, never making rent, ſchiſme, 
nor diuijon from it: thoſe that ge our fromit, ir 
isa roken they were, intruth , never of it, 

4[ſoone a5 they ſee &c.) God in his Church vee- 
reth'all his glorie, ?/al.:.5: That is;hee graceth 
his people wich fuck bleſſtngs of hiz ſpirit,as makes 
chem an'admiration tothe world. This is the priui- 
icdge of rhole that dwell inthe Church of _ 

os = 2 p 
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the maydens ſhall account her bleſſed , the Queenes 
and Concubines ſhall praiſe her.) The profane world- 
lings are forced to preterre che [tare of Gods chil- 
dren before their owne, and to wiſh they vvere 
like vnto chem, 4s Sawl, Pharaoh, Balaam and 0- 
ther did. 


Goodly as the morning, faire us the moone , pure as V £35.7. 


the Sunne.) The wzy of arightcous man is like che 
Sunne ſhining, that ſhincth ſtill more and more 
vnto the ſteddie day, Pro. 4.18. Or, as Paw! (aith, 
(Roms. 1. 17. ) we goe from faith co faith,our faith 
continually growing as the morning doth, and 
from one degreeof perfection toan other : from 
the beauty of the moone, to the cleercnefl: of 
the Sunne. 


To the pruined gardaines, ) The kingdome of y ; x5, 5, 


' God, thegh ric of the heauenly 7er%/alem is that 
which we ought alwates to meditate of, andro 
haue the eyes of our loules 6xed and bent vp- 
on: becing like the gardaines that are kept dre{- 
cd, moſt pl:alant and good!y tothe cye, and thar 
yeeld all lweer and dele@abletruir. 

1 went downes?) Chriſt himlelte by his exam» 
ple inuiteth vs rotake pains ro watch and obferue 
the time of his comming: whereunto he doth ex- 
horr. Math. 24.42. 

To ſee the greene plants of the val'ey : to ſee if the 
V ine flonr1ſbel tf the Pomegranets budged.) By carch- 
ly things wee muſt lIearne to medirare on heauen- 
ly : and if wee be able to difcerne of che .imesand 
{caſons of the yeere,, that when wee: lee the trees 

ro 
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V £Rs. 9. 


V rm. 10, 


to put forth leaues, wee know Summer is neere, 
is it not a (ſhame to hauca lcſle infight into thole 
things that are the {1gnes and forerunners of the 
comming of the Sonne of God to iudg*ment ? 
This wilcdome our Sauiour teachith vs. CA atth. 
24. 32,33) 

There be manic (ignes of ghis glorious com- 
ming of Jelus Chiiſt : tor which, ſee rhar whole 
chaptcr, M athew 24. 

When 1 diſcerned it not my mrinde ſet me ) Chit 
loucth not to be longer abſcac from vs then ace ds 
he muſt. 

vpow my free hearted, ) Chriſtian menare free- 
hcarred Peop'c, and of a will-ng minde : {cruing 
Chriſt clcerfully,joifully, rcadily P/alzs. x 1 o. nor 
of ncccfliey or conſtraint. 

peoplescheriats.) Infuch doth Chrilt delight ro 
dwell,to be borne vp by chem,& co haue them tor 
his chariots. 2.Cormih. g.7. Gedloucth a cheerefull 


Lrer _ © 5 ny 

Retwrne,) The voiccand calling of Chriſt is the 
mecanes of our convertion. 

Returne 6 Shull &c. retarne, returne) Who cal- 
leth vs carnceſtly & continually rocome vaco him, 
and mt to delay nor purit off: for that doch the 
doubling and rrebling, and fowre times repeating 
of the word reterae, 1mport. 

0 Shulamite | Yea, he vieth all manner of kind 
and loving ſpeeches to perlwade, as 0 my Shulls- 
mite , &r my perfect one: tor all which tce before 
Chapter 5. 1. 
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A Chriſtian man is perte& by che impuration 
of Chriſts rightcouſneſſe : perieRalſo wich an E- 
vangelicall, not alegall perteRtion : ( rhar is rotiy, 
ofa (ound and vpright heart longing tor perf-&i- 
on) eucn: in regard of their re holineſſe oc 
fanctification. 

that we may behold thee) Sinne ob({cureth Gods 
graces in.vs, and maketh char Chriſt hath no de- 
ighrio looke vpon vs: bur taich and repentance 
xcltoreth vs ta buys favour. 

hat behold you in that Shulamite ? as the daunſe 
of the Machanagmites )Chriſtcomtorterh his ſoulc 
by the bcholding of our holineſſeand c1ghecoul- 

ne(lc. 

How bewtifull &6.) Yea he boaſteth andre. V-z x5. 1. 
wycethof it: {ois there ioy in heauen for (inners 
thart repent, Luke ty.” 

0 daughter of a Prince.) The cxcellencic of a chri- 
tian Randeth in this,that hee is torn again,nnd by 
faich becomeche lonne of the great king : char lite 
of the ſpiritiacompatably more excelling the life 
of anaturall man ( take the godlictt and the gallan- 
reſt) chenthar cxcelleth the lite of a bruite beaſt, 

Let not Ec.) There is not aaic thing more 
plcalingto hin, thenine ſpreaq of the Church of 
God, and acominuali :acreatic of rac truitcs of ir, 
which are wl uw his aghr as a heape of 
wheate hedged abqur wirn Lillics. 

Let no! ine l1quor faile. Bu. ie; :t1 belly be Ev, The 
duties required oft him are, 

Ficlh, Faith continually frukifying, 

Q 2 


Vsrs. 17, 
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V urs. 13 Th two breaſtrevc. Secondly, A teachablencs 
to ſucke the mitke of the word uf God. 
Nsns.14 Thynecke&x6 ) Thirdly ,Conſtancic to hold vp 

the trachof God. .O© 
T hineejes Eve. thy noſe Ec.) Fourthly,Tudge- 
ment: wiizh and ciſccrne of dot: ines. 

Vers. lt Thatern thy heed 15 like 5kariet,eac.) Fittly, Gra- 
ite, and a wile cariage la all ous actions 

A King might be tyed, ©6.) Which good graces 
being in vs and abounding , nac onely knit mens 
hearts vnto vs, 

Vars.16, How faire&c.)But make God himſelfe to loue, 

17, and co admire vs. 

Ver3.1% Tſay&c) Thewordof Chrift ought tobe an 
aſſuranceto vs, that wee ſhall be lanAtified more 
and more : howlſocucr when we looke on the one 
{ide to rhe reſiſtances that are againſt vs, and o1 
the ocher (ide to our owne weakncs and corru pth- 
ons, wee hauciuft caulero deſpaire. Bur hee thar 

layd, the ilcrdits able for todoert, as cahe it is for 
him to make vs all whole, _ was to lay , take vp 
thy bedge and walke. loh. 5.8 


| ans 


I will 2et 12 vpen the Palme-tree, take hold of her 
brarches, exc.) The belt manthar is hatch necd of 
much hand , to becontinually pruined , and lop- 
2ed , and to huge bis fupgrfiuous branches (bred 
trom him co makehimfruttull, 


I wil/ 2c.) This muſt be the worke of Chriſt 
nimlcite : Wao, aselle where ke 1s5comparedroa 
© Vinc 


——_ 
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Vine, ſo hcere compareth himſelfe ro the Huſ- 
bandman, that taketh vs in hand torrimme and 
looke vnto vs : Without him wee can doe nothing. 
Loh. 15.5. 

T by teates (hall now be like the cluſters of the Vine : 
and the ſauonr of thy noſe like Apples.) The truite 
or Chriſts preſence with vs, and of histaking vs 
in hand is excellent: it maketh vsſ{weere before 
him, fragrant, acceptable, and comfortable vn- 
to ocher. 


Thy pallat 2s wine making to ſpeake the lippes of Y « x15, 150 
thoſe which ſleepe. ] The preaching of the Goſpel], q 
is that which raiſech men out of the (leepe of 
tinne, and maketh them to [peake with newc 
tongues tothe prayle of the glorie of God, 


Q 3 CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIL 


V izn$s% I. 1 am my Welbeloweds, ſince his deſire s 
howards me. 


'He mercies of God in pardonjag and 
| forgining our ſf1anes and taking'vs to his 
as fauour, aze fo farre krom opening a win* 
=> Jow ot libertic vato vs, that contrary 
wiſe it toyneth and knitteth our (oules more neerc 
vnato him, maketh vs more cntircly ro lone him, 
and rowzerth vs vp from drowlineſſe and negli- 
gence £0 a greater watchfuinefle oner our waies, 
anda care to plcaſe him. 

Thar is crue repentance which growerki from 
a conſideration of Gods mercics and of his louc : 
not that ſo much, whick the fearc of wrath and of 
his iudgements doth wring from vs. 

Let 1s goeforth &c.) True repentance is ſcene 
by walking in aquige contrarie conrſe to that wee 
walked in before : therfore it is ca'led a turning; as 
if a man whole face is bent Weſtward , fhould 
whoſly curne himſelfe and ſer it vnto the Paſt. 

Let ws lodge by the Cypres: let vs riſe in the mor- 
ming, &c.) tis the certaine note of the childe of 
God to wait? with all watchtulneſſeand obſerva- 


tion for the glorious comming of Iefus Chriſt : 
The 


Cuap. 7. Solomons Song. 119 


The day of whole comming is that happie time 
of our ſpirituall mariage, and moſt ſtraight and 
neere conian&tion with Chriſt : for then ſhall wee 
enioy him fully and perfe&ly, and fce himg as he is. 

T heſe lowely flowres G55.) To him we muſt con- Y gn s.4. 
{ecrare our fclucs and all we hauc ; for whartſocyer 
he hath given vs, all the graces of his Spiric,all che 
good things we doe entoy , are not too good to be 
beftowed vpon him , co encertaine (. hrilt the ber- 
ter ; thar is the true vie of the bleſſings of God, 

O that thou wert as 4 brother onto mee Exc.) AVuns. 5. 
Chriſtian man isimparient for che delire of Chrilt, 
and longerh that euen this day before roo-morro\v 
were the time of our perfe& cnioy ing of him. 

Fending thee without | would ki//e thee ) Our loue 
to Chriſt wherc it is ſincere and (und, will mani- 
kK it ſeife to all,and by all mcancs. 

1 ſhould notbee deſpiſed.) Tie perperuall ſtate 
of Gadschildren isto be vexed, {corned, and de- 
ſpiſcd of the world. 

Bar againſt this we mult comfort our (clues with 
the remembrance of that cermc,when all teares (hall 
be wiped from ogreyrs. 

1 Would bring ther into the howſe of my Mother V x3. 0, 
which teachethmee,) In the Church the word of 
God is re ſound, and there it is that menare to bee 
taught and enformed in his waics. 

1 would gine thee to drinke of ſpiced wine 6.) 
There is nothing we hane or can come by , that is 
roo coftly or ſumptuous to bee beſtowed vpon 
Chriſt. Wherfore the woman ia the Goſpel] hath 

hee 


Cumming, 


Obſeruations on CHAP, 57 


Vras, 9, 


her inſt commendation tor powring the Alablaſter 
boxe of Spicknard, moſt coltly oinement vpon 
che kead ot our Sautour Chrilt, chough 1#d. the 
trayrour repined at It, 

[1isleft band onder Te. I adiure you, &>c, Our 
former offcnles and the fearetull effects comming 
fromehem, muſt ccach vs when we hauec Chriſt a- 
gaine to make more of him , and to take heed thae 
by our looſencfſe and negligence he withdraw noe 
the comfort of his preſence, 

Whois ſbee that commeth out of the wilderne[e 
readie to ioyne her ſelfe to her welbeloucd. 

There is no ſound plealure to be found but in 
erue pictie: all che delights of che wor!d withour 
that, are but as the wilderneſſe incompariſon of 
pleaſantand fertile ſoyle, 

A Chriſtian muſt denie himſelfe and forſake 
this wicked world; it isa hard pecce of worke, 
and a matter of no {mall difficulty ches ro doe,and 
ſach,as none hath any hart or ftomack to perform, 
ſave bur thoſe thatare borne anew : yer cuery one 
muſt enforce himſclfe vatoir; and lo doing wee 
have the ſame as a lure argument of hearty and 
ſound repentance. 

True valour in deſpiling dangers is oucly to be 
found in the childe of God, 

whole faith overcommeth all difficultics, and 
the rediouineſic of this world, 

wonder the very apple-tree | awaken thee) For faith 
as it hath wingesro flievp to heaven, to the very 
ſeatc of glory, and there co apprehend Clrift, (ir- 


ting 
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ting at the righthand of htsfather : fo in his humi- 
licy herc it beholdeth that excellency which the 
werld is notable to conceive. 

Where thy mother was in labour of thee.) Chriſt 
vouchlafeth ro account himlſelfeas one. of vs: a 
childe of our mother, thar is to ſay, one of che 
Church, bcing the head of itand wee his mem- 
bers. 

O/etme) The faith, zcale, and repentance of 
Gods children, though ir merit nothing at the 
hands of God, yet giucth vs afſarance of obtaining 
good things, and maketh vs with boldneſle to 
craue fauour, and a bleſſing againe. To love vs 
as wee louc him. So our Sauiour hath caughe vs 
to pray, Forgine v50u7 Ireſpaſſes as weforgine &c. 

True repentance maketh vs more zealous, and 
more to loue Chriſt then we did before, 

A Chrifban aboue all things in the world deli- 
reth to be ioyned to Chriſt as necrely , and by as 
ſtraight a bond and conjunftion as may bee. 

4s 4 ſeale on thine heart,) God hath vs alwaies as 
aſeale vpon his heart, and 1n his minde; how is ic 
poſſible he ſhould forger vs? 

45 6 ſeale on thine arme,) Hee hath vs alwaics as 
a ſcale vpon his arme, VVho can pullvs from 
him? 

Being vpon his arme wee are continually in his 
light, his cies are vpon vs alwaicy, and his proui- 
dence watcheth ouer vs whereſocuer wee pe be- 
come,what euill can beride vs? 

Lowe zeale £6.) Zeale is the proper vertue of a 

R Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, wherein hee can never fatisfie his owne 
ſoulc. 

ffirong as death Eve.) True reale breakerh 
ehrough all difficulties, as death, and as the grane 
that ſubducall, 'and cannot themlielacs bee ouer» 
Come. 

« fre of the of Tab.) Ttis kindled in vs by 
the Spirit of God,and isthe peculiar worke of his 


grace. 
Vrers.11 : Much Waters cannot quench Oe.) A Chriftian 


isendued of God with the gift of conſtancy and 
perſeverance. 

Many ecmptations aſſault a chriſtian man to ſhak 
his faith; plcalures,atfliftions, promiles, hopes,re- 
wards : but hee remaincth vamoucd in them 
all, 

If « man would gine all the ſubſtance of hi bouſe,) 
Wicked men ſpare no coſt to drawe men from 
Chriſt : how much leſſe ſhovld wee be ſparing,or 
thinke any thing coo Jeare, to fture vp mer; to loue 
him? 

Weearcto take moſt heede of thoſe that come 
with faircft ſhewes and pretencescovs: for vader 
the ſiycereſt lowers lie commonly hidde the moſt 
vencmous lerpents; 

8: ſhowld viterly bee contemned) Aman muſt learn 
to deſpiſe the wicked, nocwithitanding all their 
wealth. This among other is one note of him that 
here ſha!l foiourne in Gods tabernacle, and hercaf- 
ter dwell in his holy fill, Pſa. 15, 
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CHAP VIII. 
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Vars.1 Iehauea fifter Grand what fall wee doe ts 
our fiſter &c.) 


Heloue of God towards vs, his mer- 
cy in hiding and coueriflg our offen- 
ces, ſhould make vsto loue not on- 
ly him againe, bur our bretheren 

or his fake: and by all meanes to 
ſeeke their good. 

The Church of the Iewes fo carefull for the 
calling of the Gentiles, reacherh how carnefſt wee 
ſhould bee to commend their converſion vnto 
God: whereof wee baue heere a promiſe, and alj 
the hers & Apoſtles ſo glorioafly doe (peak, 
E/ay, Chep.4.&* 26. ec. Den. 12. Exaech.37. Oe. 
Hoſb.3. & 11. Zach. 12.05. Paul Row. 1, and 
2.Cor.3. lobw in the Revclation Chep. 2 0,0c.a04 
our Sauiour, Aathew 24. 
alittle one nd ſbe hath no brefts,) The Charch 
of God betorethe comraing of Chriſt, was (hue 
vp within narrowe bounds, the Gentiles becing 
then alicnsand ſtrangers trom the cogenane. 

in the day, when) __ che moments of 

þ tne 
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V 6Rs.2, 


time & (caſons numbred before him, & accrtaine 
day prefixed when he wil accompliſh his counſels. 
ſhallbe talked of.) Faith onely maketh men 
famous. The Gentiles before their calling were 
neucr talked of amongſt Gods people : though 
for learning, arts, valour, they were the men of 
name in the world, and accounted the worthics of 
the carth : bur iris indeed more honourable to be 
famoas in Gods Charch ,thenro have al the fame 
and cſtimation in the world beſtde. 
True fame is in piety,and the feare of God only, 
Men muſt beate their heads and caſt about how 
to performe the worke of God inthe beſt manner, 
Gods children mult bend their ſpeeches toe x- 
toll and (er torths thoſe chat truely feare God, and 
to make thewy famous, rohonourand prefer them 
before worldlings, howloeuer they glitter and 
ſhine in che eiesof men. So did Elſpsler light by 
the King of Lſracl!, notwithſtanding all his great- 
neſſe,in compariſon of the good and godly King 
Tehoſhaphat, 2.King.3. What hane 1 to doe with thee? 
Get thee to the Prophets of thy Father $>c. Againe, 
A Iebowah of hoafts leueth, in whoſe ſight | land, if it 
were not that T regard the preſence of the Kine of lnda, 
I would not haut looked tow ards thee, norhane [cen thee. 
When a wallis to be built, when 4 gate is to be fen- 
ed.) Wildome is requiredin the builders of Gods 
houſe,ro frame eyery thing for the greateſt bewty 
and ornamenevnto it, ' 
of ſiluer, boord of Cedre.) But all for any ſab- 
ſtance of religion, or neceſlarie part of Gods ler- 


uice, 
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vice, muſt be according to the rule of the. Word, 

that it may be as (iluer, and as the choice Cedre, 

precious in his ſight : See thow make all things ace Exodus 15.40, 
cording to the paternew as ſhewed thee in the Mount, 

A pallace,) The Church of Gad is the Pallice 
of the great King, There he doth dwell, and hath 
his reſidence and aboade for cucr. P/al.1 32.1 3,14 

4 wall, a gate.) The diſciplineofrhe Church is as 
a wall and agate, to keepe that no vncleans per- 
lon or execrable,enter in,to ho{d in thoſe that arc 
en:red, the free burgeſſes and Ciriſcus of that Ci- 
tic, 

Ibeing 45 a wall and wy breſts as towers,) Therc is Y x ag. 2: 
in the Charch acommunion of Saints, whereby : 
the graces of God beſtowed vpon one member, 
turne to the generall good of the whole body, 

then ſhall 1 be) Thereof it is that atrue Chriſtian 
is {o farre from cnuying the bleſſings of God in 0- 
ther,thac he reioyceth in chem as in his owne haps 
pineſſe and perteQtion, | 

as one that findeth peace.) Vhen the heart of the 
Iewes ſhall curne vntothe Lord, in the general! 
call of that whole nation, then come the daics of 

ace,ioy happineſſe,and comfort, asmuch ascan 
be vpon cart, through the bright beames ct the 
| glorious Goſpell,ſhining moſtclecre. 
| Solomon had avine-yerd,) Chriitianity and pro- Y gn 5.4. 
gidence in worldly matters ſtand well together. 

ins —_ place,)It is a good duty of a Chriſti- 
- an to forecaſt to haue things moſt beneficiall and 
- comodious for him,His vines in fruictul places &c. 
by | R ; bes 
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he hired out bis viney ards 16 keepers.) And when 
hee is ſo firred, well ro occupicand manure them 
to his moſt aduantage : That which hee cannoe 
keepe in his owne hands, yer co proutde it beſo let 
out as may be for his pro 

euery one bringeth for the freit of it « thouſand pee- 
ces of ſilwey.) Ir is not onely the rule of charicy,bur 
eruechriftianity to conſider in reaſonable ſort, of 
thole that travaile for vs, that they labour not,nor 
{weare for nothing : bur taking part of char gaine 
which commeth by their ſcruice, it may giuc 
chem cauſero bleſle vs. 

We may with good conſcience obſcrue a due 

oportion, and are notrto be bl,med chough the 

morſels fall into our owne movth. Selomen 
may well purſe achouſand ſhekels, and lcaue two = 
hundred only ro come to his leſſees ſhare, 

The Anabptiſticalicommunion hereby falleth 
to theground. . 

My vineyard « fill before my face,) God is ica- 
lous of his Church, and letteth ir not forth to 0- 
thers,but himſelfe cakerh the care of it; for though 
it be ſaid inthe parable, that a man planted a vine- 
yard, and let it forth ro hasband men &c. that is 
an other kinde of letting, then that which Solomes 
heere ſpeakerh of : For by ir is meant the miniſters 
whom God raiſeth vp from time to time for the 
good of his In I——n them to their 
care. A whom hee himfelfe is, not idle, but 
walking in the middeſt of choſe golden candle- 
Qicks, and cuermore preſent by the aſſiſtance : 

oO 


_——C—OC4———_— 


Chap.$, Solomons Sony, 123 
his Spirir : ſoas all commerh from his vertuc and 
power, and he doth not rule his Church by depu- 
ties or farmours. 

Ireceine both theſe 1000 of thine, O Solomon, and 
al/s the 200 pieces of theſe that keepe the fructe of it,) 
Nothing for (ubſtance of religion muſt bee done 
in the houſe of God bur by his owne expreſle 

pleaſure : allis his, not che leaſt farthing or dod- 
kin inthis kinde is rogoe an other way. 

O thou bee) Chrilt giucth co his Church Pa- Vans 
ſours and Teachers as it were Hasband-men to ang 
dreſle his Vine, 

That ſetteft ) Himſelfe being the Arch-ſhep- 
heard that cak-th care of all the Vines : eucry ſuch 
Miniſter hath a chair which ought to be the chaire 
of truth : for ſo our Sauiourrealoneth , I» the— 
chaire of Moſes fit the Serubes and Phariſees; there- 
fore whatſocner they teach,(according to the law and 
dodtrine of Aoſes, which onely is to ſound in that 
chaire ) do Exc, 

Tothelce God himſelfereacheth a cuſhion, and 
placeth them in the chaire of authoritie in his 
* Church: as the Scribes and Phariſcs are ſayd ro 

fitin Moſes chaire ,and Paul that he ſate at Corinth 
a ycere and ({ixe moneths and taugnc the word of 
Gouc among them. 4#s 18, 11. So Miniſters have 
their Seas by Gods owne appointment. 

This ordinance of God is perperuall co the 
worlds cnd; 

Aad they muſt f#, that is with all diligence 


| and faicthfulnclle attend vnro the flocke whereof 
1 che 
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the holy Ghoſt malierh them over-leers; +,  - ,, 
1b theſt Gardaraet,) Encry particular congre-. 
gation is a ſeuerall gardaine of che Lords; 
to the fellowes) Whertein the Minitters arc not 
rodorginter ouer Gods hericage, bur to liue as cx» 
amplcs to the flocke, whoage their brethren and: 
fellowes, 

Which) Wee muſt not giue that which is ho- 
ly to doggcs, nor caſt oue pearles before ſwine. 
Aatth, the ſcaucath,, and che fixt., The pretious 
treaſure of theGofpell is not ro be communicated 
to all,but to thoſe that have eares boared through 
of God, and hearts co recciuc it : as for other,wee 
are commaunded toſhake off the duſt of our feere 
agaiaſt them. 

eAttend thy voice) Wee muſt heare the Mini- 
ſters of God, teaching vs in his waies : and not 
heare onely , but heare with diligence and conti- 
nually attend vpon their doctrine. 

And that is one of the markes of the childe of 
God ſo toatrend onthe word, 

Preach) Feeding of the flocke is a (peciall ar-. 
gument of the Jouc that a Miniſter beareth to 

Jev.2t.t5, Chriſt: Peter lomeſt thaw me? feede my Lambes , it is 
the dutic that Ga1calleth and crieth vnto vs for: 
an intollerable coldencſle and lacke of loye to 
Chriſt, ro leauethem at (ixe and ſeanen. 

Preaching is the ordinarie meancs of bringing 

Rewto.y7, Men to Chriſt ; faith commeth by hearing. 

T he thing preached muſt be Chriſt,the whole 
fubſtance of che Goſpell, and in whom all the 
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che promiſes of God arc Tes and «Awe. 


Flee to v8, Ce. and bee like the Roe, &'e. 


0 thew that dwelleſt in the Mountaines of ices.) V % 3+ 7: 


The Miniiter that wil approue himlelte faith- 
full muſt never be wearic of fecding his flock 
crothe commingot Ieſus Chrilt, 

And hecrein itis his duaetie carefully and 
diligently co impiorc Gods affiftance,that he 
may goe through with ic, and fora bleſkng 
vpon his labours. 

This meditation both of Chriſts preſence 
and aſſiftance, of his brighe and laſt appea- 
rance, and of the waight of glorie laide vp 
in heauen, where Chriſt now is, and where 
we ſhall be together with him, muſt bee al- 
waycs before their eyes as effeRtua!l argu- 
ments to ſtirre them vp vnto this duetie : 
which thcy are to oppole and (er againſt all 
the tediouſneſſe and difficulries of their fun- 
Aion on the one (ide, and all the glictering 
pompeof the world on the other. 

Ir is a ſpeciall note of the childe of God eo 
delire ftill che comming of Chriſt. 

And to meditate on the glory of Gods 
kingdome, 
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